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Like  a  good  neighbor, 
State  Farm  is  there® 

See  one  of  these  good  neighbor  agents: 


Biloxi 

Jimmy  Taylor 

228-3884120 

Brookhaven 

Bobby  Britt 
601-833-6786 

Hattiesburg 

Clyde  Bryant 
601-544-6566 

Hattiesburg 

Ben  Calhoun 
601-545-1511 

Hattiesburg 

Jason  Wesley 
601-264-1117 

Jackson 

Steve  Weeks 
601-922-7440 

Long  Beach 

Elvis  Gates 
228-864-6323 


Long  Beach 

Fred  Walker 

228-863-8535 

Lumberton 

Dorman  Davis 
601-796-8544 

Magee 

Leah  Blain 
601-849-3394 

McComb 

Lance  Varnado 
601-684-4193 

Picayune 

Ted  Musgrove 
601-798-4425 

Picayune 

Tommy  Keen 

601-798-4082 


STATE    FARM 


State  Farm  Insurance  Companies 

Home  Offices:  Bloomington,  Illinois 
statefarm.com 
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GOLDEN  EAGLE  BASEBALL: 
A  WINNING  SEASON 

Fans  turned  out  at  Pete  Taylor  Park  in  record  numbers  to  support 
the  Golden  Eagles  as  they  competed  in  the  NCAA  regional 
tournament  in  Hattiesburg. 

NEW  DEANS  NAMED 

Five  new  deans  have  been  named  for  the  university's  newly 
realigned  colleges. 

ASSOCIATION  UPDATE  FROM 
EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR  BOB  PIERCE 

Read  about  some  of  the  Associations  recent  accomplishments, 
current  projects  and  important  approaching  initiatives. 


THE  POLYMER  PIPELINE 

Thanks  to  the  influence  of  Southern  Miss,  students  at  Petal  High 
School  have  the  opportunity  to  gain  practical,  real  world 
experience  through  the  Polymer  Plastics  Technology  course, 
one  of  only  four  such  courses  in  the  nation. 


RENAISSANCE  MAN 

Ed  Ford  has  been  drawing  since  he  was  in  first  grade,  but  it  wasn't 
until  college  that  he  developed  a  passion  and  curiosity  for  the 
methods  other  artists — the  great  Renaissance  artists — used  in 
creating  their  masterpieces. 


NIKE ™-F00TED  WARRIORS 

Using  innovating  teaching  tools  and  dedicated  volunteers,  the 
Deep  South  Network  for  Cancer  Control  is  mounting  a  grassroots 
attack  in  the  fight  against  cancer. 


TRUE  GRIT 

Southern  Miss  running  back  Derrick  Nix  seemed  to  be  living  a 
charmed  life,  until  he  was  diagnosed  with  a  severe  degenerative 
disease.  Armed  with  the  support  of  his  family,  friends  and 
countless  fans.  Nix  now  faces  the  long  road  to  recovery. 


FRONT  COVER:  The  Breast  Cancer  Awareness  Necklace,  a  teaching  tool  often  used  by 
volunteers  of  the  Deep  South  Network  for  Cancer  Control. 
Photo  by  Steve  Rouse  '82 
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Make  a  Permanent  Connection 

Forge  a  lifelong  link  to  your  alma  mater  by  becoming  a  Life  Member 
of  the  Alumni  Association.  In  addition  to  assuring  your  connection 
with  the  University,  a  Life  Membership  qualifies  your  USM-bound 
children  for  an  out-of-state  tuition  waiver  (subject  to  University  guide- 
lines), entitles  you  to  a  Life  Membership  plaque,  and  helps  fund  pro- 
grams that  benefit  the  University  and  the  Southern  Miss  community. 


Being  a  lifelong  member  of  the 
Alumni  Association  came  naturally 
for  me.  you  see,  i've  been  a  lifelong 
Golden  Eagle.  I  was  born  into  the 
Southern  Miss  tradition,  with  both 
parents  being  Southern  Miss  alumni 
and  my  dad  having  worked  at  the 
university  for  four  years  by  the 
time  i  was  born  (he  recently  retired 
with  45  years  of  service).  forty 
years,  two  degrees  and  17  years  of 
service  to  Southern  Miss  later,  I  am  still  amazed  at  the 
impact  that  this  institution  has  had  on  my  life.  not  only 
has  it  prepared  me  for  success  in  my  career  and  life,  but 
it  has  given  me  the  experiences  that  enrich  both.  for 
the  lifetime  of  lessons,  challenges  and  friendships 
that  this  institution  has  given  and  will  continue  to  give 
me  and  my  family,  i  am  proud  to  commit  my  lifelong  sup- 
port to  it." 

Kathy  Kirkpatrick  Bailey  '86,  '92, 

Southern  Miss  Center  for  International  and 

Continuing  Education 


For  more  information,  contact  the 
Alumni  Association  office,  601-266-5013. 
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Growing  up  in  Louisiana,  I  learned  the  following  three  truisms.  First,  there  is  never  an  excuse  for  a  bad  meal.  Second, 
even  a  funeral  can  be  turned  into  a  party.  Third,  the  Saints  will  always  be  Super  Bowl  contenders — next  year. 

I  attribute  my  unflagging  optimism  regarding  the  Saints  to  the  many  Sundays  spent  watching  Saints  games  with 
my  father.  A  loyal  albeit  disgruntled  fan,  Dad  made  it  known  that  come  Sunday  afternoon,  the  television  belonged 
to  the  boys  in  black  and  gold,  and  it  was  our  duty  to  cheer  them  on.  My  two  sisters  and  I  accepted  this  responsi- 
bility wholeheartedly.  The  three  of  us — Michelle  with  her  scraped  knees,  Jenny  with  pink  bows  in  her  pigtails  and 
me  in  my  oversized  "I  hate  the  Falcons"  T-shirt — formed  a  ragtag  and  rowdy  cheering  section.  And  we  were  loud, 
oftentimes  banding  together  to  drown  out  my  fathers  barrage  of  grumblings.  For  each  of  his  "My  grandmother 
could  have  caught  that!"  we  would  come  back  with  a  "Go  Saints!"  Through  seasons  of  heartbreaking  losses  and 
heart-stopping  wins,  we  rooted  on  our  team  like  the  champions  we  knew  they  were.  Simply  put,  we  were  inspired 
fans. 

While  their  success  records  are  as  different  as  night  and  day — Southern  Miss  is  a  nationally  ranked  university  and 
the  Saints  have  yet  to  play  in  the  Super  Bowl — as  a  proud  alumna  of  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi,  I  can't 
help  but  see  the  similarities  between  my  enthusiasm  for  the  Saints  and  the  excitement  and  optimism  1  have  for  my 
alma  mater.  Both  have  my  unwavering  loyalty. 

These  days,  though,  it's  easier  than  ever  to  be  a  Southern  Miss  supporter.  With  a  newly  implemented  academic 
structure,  five  new  deans,  a  new  athletic  logo  and  several  new  Alumni  Association  programs  in  the  works,  now  is 
an  exciting  time  to  be  a  part  of  the  university.  Our  enrollment  numbers  continue  to  rise,  our  professors  and  aca- 
demic programs  are  receiving  national  recognition,  many  of  our  athletic  programs  are  ranked  among  the  best, 
state-of-the-art  buildings  are  being  constructed  on  campus,  and  the  university  continues  to  attract  the  best  and 
brightest  students. 

Because  of  my  position  with  the  Alumni  Association,  1  have  the  privilege  of  sharing  these  kinds  of  bragging  points 
with  our  alumni  and  friends  through  our  publications  and  Web  site.  Sometimes  the  stories  find  us:  cutting-edge 
research  being  conducted  on  the  Hattiesburg  and  Gulf  Coast  campuses,  internationally  renowned  artists  perform- 
ing in  South  Mississippi,  our  baseball  team  nabbing  the  Conference  USA  title.  But,  sometimes  we  stumble  across 
Southern  Miss'  less-publicized  achievements. 

That  was  the  case  with  our  cover  story,  "Nike-Footed  Warriors."  The  article  highlights  the  success  achieved  by  vol- 
unteers with  the  Deep  South  Network  for  Cancer  Control,  which  is  housed  within  the  university's  Center  for 
Sustainable  Health  Outreach.  The  work  the  volunteers  are  doing  is  saving  lives — literally.  The  four-year-old  pro- 
gram has  already  resulted  in  a  396  percent  increase  in  the  number  of  black  and  uninsured  women  receiving  mam- 
mograms and  pap  tests  in  the  Mississippi  Delta  and  Hattiesburg-Laurel  areas.  Theirs  is  a  noble,  quiet  fight,  one 
driven  by  a  sincere  desire  to  help  others. 

Another  program  whose  impact  is  just  beginning  to  be  felt  is  Petal  High  School's  Polymer  Plastics  Technology 
course  ("The  Polymer  Pipeline,"  page  22).  Started  with  the  help  of  Southern  Miss'  polymer  science  program,  the 
school-to-work  course  spans  two  years,  and  during  that  time,  students  have  the  opportunity  to  gain  practical,  real 
world  experience.  One  of  only  four  in  the  nation,  the  course  is  helping  to  produce  students  who  are  capable  and 
knowledgeable  about  polymer  science,  which  is  an  industry  that  is  flourishing  in  the  Pine  Belt  area. 

The  work  of  the  Deep  South  Network  and  the  Polymer  Plastics  Technology  course  are  but  two  examples  of  some 
of  the  "good"  taking  place  on  campus,  but  even  greater  things  are  on  the  horizon.  In  1953,  USM's  then  Athletic 
Director  Reed  Green  said,  "Southern  [Miss]  is  a  school  of  destiny."  Seeing  the  continued  growth  taking  place  at  my 
alma  mater,  I  couldn't  agree  with  him  more. 


Southern  Miss  to  the  Top! 
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Bonnie  Gibbs 

Manager  of  Communications 
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College  Launches  Fund-Raising  Campaign 

■  Pledges  from  private  supporters  totaling  more  than  $6  million  have  allowed  the  College 
of  Business  and  Economic  Development  to  move  ahead  with  plans  for  a  fund-raising  cam- 
paign to  finance  a  new  state-of-the-art  educational  facility. 

Gene  Carlisle,  a  Southern  Miss  alumnus  and  owner  of  Wendy's  franchises  throughout 
Mississippi,  Arkansas,  Louisiana  and  North  Carolina,  made  the  initial  gift  of  $3  million  to 
begin  the  long-term  fund-raising  campaign.  "I  know  the  value  of  a  quality  educational 
atmosphere,"  Carlisle  said.  "Our  students  deserve  the  best.  The  competitive  nature  of  busi- 
ness demands  the  best  of  teachers,  facilities  and  technology." 

It  is  hoped  that  the  generosity  shown  by  initial  supporters  of  the  building  fund  will  inspire 
others  to  give,  leading  to  a  successful  private  fund-raising  effort  and  the  creation  of  a  world- 
class  facility. 

The  new  100,000-square-foot  building  will  provide  a  variety  of  learning  environments, 
including  six  1,600-square-foot  classrooms  that  will  accommodate  60  students  each.  The 
wireless  technology  setting  of  these  classrooms  will  include  seats  with  built-in  laptop  and 

Internet  access  capabilities,  as  well  as  projection  televisions.  Other  features  of  the  new  building,  which  will  be  three  stories  high,  will 
include  a  250-seat  lecture  hall,  a  room  modeled  after  a  Wall  Street  trading  office  and  a  95-car  parking  garage. 

It  will  be  a  much-needed  improvement  over  the  college's  current  home  in  Joseph  Greene  Hall,  which  was  opened  in  1968  and  was 
named  in  honor  of  Dr.  Joseph  Greene,  who  was  dean  of  the  former  business  department  and  the  College  of  Business  Administration  from 
1949  to  1985. 

See  related  story  below 


State  Auditor  Phil  Bryant  77  looks  on  as  Gene 
Carlisle  '64  speaks  to  a  crowd  gathered  for  the  cam- 
paign's announcement. 


Thames  Named  "Person  of  the  Year" 
by  Industry  Mag 


The  year  2002  was  one  of  distinction 
for  President  Shelby  Thames. 

Not  only  did  the  pioneering  polymer 
researcher  assume  the  role  as  the  uni- 
versity's eighth  president  in  May,  but  the 
former  distinguished  research  professor 
oversaw  the  commercialization  of 
American  Pride  Paint,  an  environmen- 
tally friendly  coating  used  in  the  recon- 
struction of  the  Pentagon,  and  led  mul- 
tiple research  projects  meeting  the 
President  Shelby  Thames  ,      r ,      ,    .     ,  , 

needs  ot  both  industries  and  consumers. 

Now  Thames  can  add  another  distinction  to  last  year's  list. 

For  bridging  the  gap  between  academia  and  industry  and  his  work 
in  research  activities  in  the  area  of  paint  and  coatings,  Thames  has 
been  recognized  as  the  2002  R&D  Person  of  the  Year  by  Modern  Paint 
and  Coatings  magazine. 

"I  am  exceedingly  humbled  by  this  most  significant  honor," 
Thames  told  Modern  Paint  and  Coatings  in  an  article  this  spring  fea- 
turing the  founder  of  USM's  internationally  recognized  polymer  sci- 
ence program.  "To  love  polymer  research  as  I  do  and  to  be  chosen  for 
such  a  significant  award  is  beyond  my  wildest  expectations." 

The  magazine  article  detailed  Thames'  work  with  American  Pride 
Paint,  developed  from  an  agricultural  product  by  university 
researchers  in  USM's  School  of  Polymers  and  High  Performance 
Matenals.  The  Pentagon  used  about  20,000  gallons  of  American  Pride 
to  paint  about  one-fifth  of  its  interior,  including  the  wing  damaged  in 
the  September  11,  2001,  terrorist  attacks. 


Financial  Commitments  to  College  of  Business 
and  Economic  Development  Building  Fund  - 

Gene  and  Karen  Carlisle 

of  Memphis,   Tenn.    Gene   Carlisle   is   a    1964   graduate   of 
Southern  Miss,  president  and  CEO  of  Carlisle  Corporation  and 
owner   of  Wendy's   Restaurants   in   Mississippi,   Arkansas, 
Louisiana  and  North  Carolina. 
$3  million 

Lou  Ann  and  Louis  Poynter 

of  Hattiesburg.  Lou  Ann  Poynter,  a  1969  graduate  of  Southern 
Miss,  is  chairman  and  CEO  of  Union  Planters  Bank,  N.A.  Louis 
Poynter,  a  Southern  Miss  graduate  is  a  retired  real  estate 
appraiser  and  broker. 
$  1  million 

Bruce  and  Sandi  Rossmeyer 

of  Fort  Lauderdale,  Fla.  They  are  Southern  Miss  alumni.  Bruce 
Rossmeyer  is  CEO  of  Rossmeyer  Family  Enterprises,  which 
includes   Harley   Davidson   of  Fort   Lauderdale,   the   largest 
Harley  Davidson  dealership  in  the  country. 
$  1  million 


Anonymous  Donor 


.$1  million 


David  and  Jill  Landrum 

of  Jackson.  David  Landrum,  who  attended  Southern  Miss,  is 
senior  vice  president  of  PRIMERICA. 
$300,000 
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On  Game  Day ...  Go  Gold 

Southern  Miss's  athletic  theme  this  year 
is  more  than  just  a  slogan;  it  is  a  mission. 

"Go  Gold"  is  a  cheer  to  our  ath- 
letes and  a  message  to  our  fans. 
The  Southern  Miss  faithful  are 
encouraged  to  support  all  uni- 
versity athletic  teams  by  doing 
more  than  attending  sporting 
events.  This  year  and  from 
now   on   fans   should   "Go 
Gold"  by  wearing  the  uni- 
versity's official  gold  color. 

"Go  Gold"  T-shirts  are  available  at  many 
Hattiesburg  retailers  and  online  at  www.southernmiss.com. 

David  Hamm  '86  is  the  driving  force  behind  the  "Go  Gold"  cam- 
paign. After  seeing  the  effect  of  Oklahoma  State's  orange  apparel  at  last 
year's  Houston  Bowl,  Hamm  decided  that  an  all-gold  crowd  at 
Southern  Miss  contests  would  help  to  inspire  the  Golden  Eagles  and 
shock  their  opponents. 

The  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association  has  helped  promote  this  cam- 
paign by  creating  informational  flyers  and  delivering  "Go  Gold"  T-shirts 
to  alumni  chapter  meetings  in  areas  where  alumni  can't  easily  purchase 
the  apparel. 

For  more  information,  contact  the  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association 
at  (601)  266-5013. 

—Marcus  Nause  '99,  '00 


One  University.  One  Ring. 

Official  Ring  to  be  Unveiled 

■  Golden  Eagles  nationwide  will  soon  be  able  show  their  school 
pride  wherever  they  go  with  the  university's  official  ring. 

A  cooperative  effort  between  the  Alumni  Association  and  the 
University  Bookstore,  the  new  gold  ring  will  be  unveiled  October 
30  at  3:30  p.m.  in  the  Aubrey  K.  Lucas  Administration  Building. 
The  ring  will  have  an  antique  finish  and  will  feature  recognizable 
elements  of  both  the  Hattiesburg  and  Gulf  Coast  campuses. 

"The  Alumni  Association's  launching  of  the  Southern  Miss  offi- 
cial ring  program  is  an  exciting  initiative,"  said  Bob  Pierce,  Alumni 
Association  executive  director.  "We  have  partnered  with  the 
University  Bookstore  to  create  a  program  that  offers  a  single  identi- 
fiable ring  for  all  of  our  students  and  alumni.  We  expect  the  ring 
will  become  a  virtual  walking  diploma'  for  our  alumni  so  that 
everyone  who  sees  the  ring  will  quickly  realize  that  the  wearer  is  a 
Golden  Eagle." 

President  Shelby  Thames  will  receive  the  first  ring  during  the  inau- 
gural ring  ceremony  scheduled  for  Founders'  Day,  March  30,  2004. 
Subsequent  ring  ceremonies  will  also  be  held  on  Founders'  Day. 

Representatives  will  be  on  campus  to  take  orders  November  17- 
20  and  January  26-28.  The  last  day  to  order  a  ring  for  presentation 
with  the  inaugural  class  is  January  30,  2004. 

During  the  first  year  of  the  program,  alumni  who  wish  to  par- 
ticipate can  send  in  their  existing  Southern  Miss  class  rings  to  have 
them  recast  as  the  new  official  ring.  The  earliest  opportunity  to 
receive  the  new,  official  ring  will  be  March  30,  2004.  No  official 
rings  will  be  made  available  before  that  date. 

Further  details  about  the  Alumni  Ring  Trade-in  Program  will  be 
available  in  the  Fall  2003  issue  of  The  Talon. 


USM  Coloring  Book  Debuts 

■  Mississippi  political  cartoonist  and  Southern  Miss  alum- 
nus Ricky  Nobile  is  directing  his  artistic  talents  to  a  new  audi- 
ence— children  of  the  university's  alumni  and  friends. 

With  the  debut  of  his  first  coloring  book,  "Southern  Miss 
Golden  Eagle  Coloring  Book,"  the  syndicated  cartoonist  said 
he  hopes  to  help  instill  the  university's  traditions  in  young 
people.  "1  always  felt  that  building  tradition  was  important, 
and  here  is  my  chance  to  do  that,"  he  said.  "These  kids  will 
grow  up  knowing  about  The  Rock,  'Meet  Ya  at  The  Pete,"  the 
Hub." 

When  Nobile  started  the  project  in  December  2002.  he 
was  faced  with  the  daunting  task  of  selecting  which  aspects 
of  the  university  to  include.  "1  wasn't  able  to  feature  every- 
thing because  there  are  so  many  good  things  here,"  said 
Nobile,  who  was  a  commercial  art  major  at  Southern  Miss 
from  1968-71.  "I  tried  to  choose  things  that  would  make  for 
interesting  colorful  characters  for  my  book  and  also  add  a  lot 
of  variety.  I  tried  to  choose  programs  and  traditions  that  will 
be  long  lasting,  then  the  book  will  be  relevant  forever." 

Lake  Byron,  the  Eagle  Walk,  Dixie  Darlings,  All-American 
Rose  Garden,  the  Hub,  Friendship  Oak,  Stennis  Space 
Center,  and  men  and  women's  athletics  are  some  aspects  of 
the  university  that  are  included  in  the  book. 

Taking  the  audience  on  a  tour  of  the  university  are  three 
children  who,  Nobile  said,  symbolize  the  children  of 
Southern  Miss.  But  he  is  quick  to  point  out  that  the  mam 
focus  is  on  USM.  "I  consider  the  book  a  collectible,  perfect  for 
anybody  who  collects  USM  memorabilia." 

Nobile,  freelance  cartoonist  and  owner  of  the  studio  Ricky 
Nobile  Cartoons,  has  been  drawing  Mississippi  political  car- 
toons since  1970.  His  work  appears  in  30  newspapers  in 
Mississippi,  and  he  regularly  contributes  to  the  Hattiesburg 
American,  Mississippi  Business  Journal  and  The  Talon. 

"Southern  Miss  Golden  Eagle  Coloring  Book"  is  on  sale  at 
the  USM  Bookstore  and  is  also  available  on  its  Web  site. 
http://store219.collegestoreonline.com. 


SUMMER  2003 


NEWS 


Williams  Retires  From  USMGC  - 

■  Dr.  James  O.  Williams,  vice  president  of  The  University 
of  Southern  Mississippi  Gulf  Coast,  who  has  served  the 
university  since  1993,  has  announced  his  retirement. 

Under  his  leadership,  USM  Gulf  Coast  has  experienced 
a  24  percent  increase  in  student  enrollment  and  has  gained 
approval  to  become  a  four-year  university,  with  the  first 
freshmen  class  admitted  during  the  summer  2002  session. 
"Jim  Williams'  steadfast  leadership  over  the  past  decade 
has  guided  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi's  initia- 
tives on  the  Gulf  Coast  through  some  turbulent  and  often 

controversial  times,"  said  Dr.  Tim  Hudson,  provost  of  the  Gulf  Coast  campuses. 

"Focusing  on  what  is  best  for  our  students,  faculty  and  our  communities,  Jim  has 

led  by  example  and  built  consensus  for  progress.  His  legacy  is  one  of  opportunity 

for  higher  education  and  for  the  entire  Gulf  Coast." 

Williams'  efforts  have  led  to  the  first  major  building  project  on  the  Long  Beach 

campus  since  Southern  Miss  acquired  Gulf  Park  in  1972.  The  newly  completed 

$13.3  million  construction  project  consists  of  a  new  state-of-the-art  library  and  a 

modern  classroom  facility  with  an  auditorium  that  seats  500. 

Other  USMGC  accomplishments  include  establishment  of  the  Culinary  Arts 

Academy,  Early  Childhood  Center,  Gulf  South  Economic  Research  Center  and  a 

yearly  graduation  ceremony  on  the  Gulf  Park  campus.  Many  undergraduate  and 

graduate  degree  programs  have  been  added  to  the  course  inventory  since  Williams' 

leadership  began  at  USMGC. 

In  1993,  Williams  moved  to  the  Mississippi  Gulf  Coast,  where  he  started  his 

Southern  Miss  career  as  dean  and  professor  of  educational  leadership  and  research. 

From  1997-1998  he  held  the  title  of  associate  vice  president.  That  title  was  changed 

to  vice  president  in  1998. 


Ledford  Named  Chair  of  USMGC's  New 
Division  of  Science,  Technology - 

■  A  chemistry  professor  with  extensive  research 
experience  in  the  biomedical  field  has  been  named 
chair  of  the  new  Division  of  Science  and  Technology 
at  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Gulf  Coast. 

Dr.  Dale  Ledford,  a  native  of  Chattanooga,  Tenn., 
began  the  position  July  1 . 

Ledford  earned  his  bachelor's  degree  in  chemistry 
from  the  University  of  Chattanooga.  Later,  he  earned 
his  doctorate  in  chemistry  from  the  University  of 
Georgia  in  Athens,  Ga.  In  addition  to  his  other  aca- 
demic work,  Ledford  completed  postdoctoral  studies 
at  North  Texas  State  University  (now  the  University 
of  North  Texas)  in  Denton,  Texas. 

Ledford  has  served  in  visiting  professorships  at 
both  the  University  of  Georgia  and  the  University  of 
Arizona.  Prior  to  his  arrival  at  The  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi  Gulf  Coast,  Ledford  served  as  a 
professor  at  the  University  of  South  Alabama. 

"I  see  an  enormous  potential  for  growth  here  at 
The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Gulf  Coast,  in 
all  areas  of  science  and  technology,"  Ledford  said.  "I 
am  honored  to  be  included  in  this  endeavor  and  plan 
to  work  hard  to  continue  the  good  working  relation- 
ship we  have  between  the  Gulf  Park  campus  and  the 
departments  on  the  Hattiesburg  campus." 


No  Boundaries  for  International  NASA  Project  — 

■  Scientists  from  five  of  the  seven  continents  are  currently  work- 
ing on  experiments  for  NASA  at  Southern  Miss. 

Although  entirely  coincidental,  the  vast  geographical  representa- 
tion is  befitting  of  its  project — the  International  Space  Station.  The 
symbolism  is  not  lost  on  chief  scientist  John  A.  Pojman,  who,  after  a 
recent  revelation,  said,  "I  looked  around  my  lab  one  day  and  realized 
that  most  of  the  continents  of  the  world  are  represented  here." 

A  native  of  Cleveland  who  now  lives  in  Hattiesburg  and  New 
Orleans,  Pojman  is  a  professor  in  the  Department  of  Chemistry  and 
Biochemistry  with  a  longstanding  relationship  with  NASA. 

The  team  is  preparing  an  experiment  to  test  how  miscible  fluids — 
those  fluids  that  dissolve  in  each  other — interact  without  the  interfer- 
ence of  gravity.  The  experiment  is  called  "Transient  Interfacial 
Phenomena  in  Miscible  Polymer  Systems  (TIPMPS)."  The  models 
used  to  simulate  the  experiment  provide  information  on  the  funda- 
mental interactions  between  molecules.  The  results  of  the  experiment 
could  help  researchers  better  understand  processes  ranging  from  the 
dissolving  of  plastics  to  protein  crystal  growth. 

Pojman  is  joined  in  his  work  by  fellow  scientists  Boon  Teo,  a  native 
of  Singapore  who  recently  came  to  Southern  Miss  by  way  of  Australia. 
Representing  Europe  is  Dr.  Svetlana  I,  Evstratova,  who  hails  from 


Rostov,    Russia.    Representing 
South    America    is    Birsen 
Varisli,   who  grew  up  in 
Bolivia.  Several  scientists 
call     North     America 
home,  including  post- 
doctoral researcher  Dr. 
Victor  Wyatt  of  Union 
Church,    graduate   stu- 
dents William  Ainsworth 
of     Mount     Olive,     Brian 
Zoltowski  of  Wausau,  Wise, 
and  undergraduates  Kayce  Leard  of 
Natchez  and  Daniel  Antrim  of  Waynesboro 

Through  the  Internet,  Pojman  and  his  international  crew  continue 
their  work  worldwide  with  other  scientists — mostly  in  Europe. 

Pojman  said  the  fact  that  "people  want  to  come  here  from  all  over 
the  world  is  a  tribute  to  USM  and  Mississippi.  The  visitors  benefit 
from  the  interaction  with  our  students,  our  excellent  faculty  and  our 
facilities.  But  my  students  and  I  also  leam  about  other  cultures,  coun- 
tries and  educational  systems.  It's  hard  to  say  who  benefits  more." 
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USMAA,  PR  Staff  Nab  Awards 

■  Several  members  of  the  Alumni  Association  and  the  Marketing  and 
Public  Relations  staff  won  awards  recently  at  the  College  Public 
Relations  Associations  2003  conference  held  in  Tupelo. 

Categories  of  competition  based  on  work  produced  last  year  includ- 
ed submissions  from  universities  and  four-year  colleges  and  commu- 
nity colleges  across  the  state. 

The  Alumni  Association  won  first  place  in  the  Web  site  category  for 
www.SouthernMissAlumni.com,  and  The  Talon  won  second  place  in 
the  institutional  publications  category.  Yvonne  Arnold,  archives  spe- 
cialist at  McCain  Library,  and  Bonnie  Gibbs,  USMAA  manager  of  com- 
munications, together  won  first  place  in  the  special  publications  cate- 
gory for  The  Drawl. 

The  Department  of  Marketing  and  Public  Relations'  staff  also  gar- 
nered several  awards.  Steve  Rouse,  media  production  manager,  took 
first,  second  and  third  places  in  the  black  and  white  photo  category;  he 
also  won  second  place  in  the  color  photo  category  and  first  place  in  the 
television  spots  category.  Jana  Bryant,  marketing  and  publications  coor- 
dinator, won  first  place  in  the  category  of  tabloid  publication  for 
Update;  Jenny  Watson,  Web  developer,  won  third  place  for  the  depart- 
ment's Web  site  in  the  Web  site  category,  and  David  Tisdale,  senior 
communications  specialist,  won  first  place  in  the  sports  story  category. 


Members  of  the  Southern  Miss  Gulf 
Coast  public  relations  and  marketing 
and    recruitment    staff   also    won 
awards,  including  manager  of  mar- 
keting and  recruitment  Catherine 
Sliman,  who  took  second  place  in 
the  advertisement  category;  Diana 
Reid,    graphic    designer    for    the 
Southern   Miss   College   of  Marine 
Sciences,  who  won  first  place  in  the 
single   piece   of  artwork  category,   and 
Shelia  White,  director  of  public  relations  for 

the  Southern  Miss  Gulf  Coast,  who  won  second  place  in  the  public 
relations  innovation  category. 

White,  Sliman  and  public  relations  coordinator  Chris  Rolley  togeth- 
er won  third  place  in  the  public  relations  campaign  category  and  Linda 
Skupien,  public  information  officer  for  the  College  of  Marine  Science, 
Reid,  Dr.  Howard  Walters,  Dr.  Sharon  H.  Walker,  Dr.  Patricia  Pinson. 
Kim  Thompson,  Judy  Thurman,  the  Walter  Anderson  Museum  of  Art. 
Cynthia  Ramseur,  Nicole  Anderson  and  The  Nature  Conservancy  won 
first  place  in  the  creative  partners  category. 
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Placido  Domingo  to  Perform  with  USM  Symphony 

Event  made  possible  by  support  from  Beau  Rivage  Resort  &  Casino 

■  Opera  star  Placido  Domingo  is  coming  to  America — southern 
Mississippi,  in  fact. 

"One  Voice.  One  Orchestra.  One  Night  Only.  The  Concert  Event  of 
a  Lifetime"  will  take  place  April  2,  2005,  at  the  Mississippi  Gulf  Coast 
Coliseum.  Domingo  will  share  the  stage  with  the  USM  Symphony 
Orchestra,  announced  event  partners  Beau  Rivage  Resort  &  Casino  and 
The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  at  a  press  conference  in  May. 

"This  event  will  be  the  most  significant  musical  event  ever  to  have 
occurred  in  Mississippi,"  said  the  symphony's  musical  director,  Dr.  Jay 
Dean.  "It's  a  truly  amazing  accomplishment  for  the  southeastern 
United  States  and  for  any  university  in  the  world.  We  expect  to  have 
a  sold-out  audience  well  in  advance  of  the  event." 

President  Shelby  E  Thames  agreed  that  this  concert  is  the  concert  of 
a  lifetime.  "This  event  solidifies  Southern  Miss'  impact  on  the  region  and 
exemplifies  strength  of  our  arts,  faculty  and  students,"  he  said.  "This  is 
a  trend-setting  partnership  we  hope  we  can  duplicate  many  times  over 
so  we  can  continue  to  bring  arts  of  this  kind  to  the  people  we  serve." 

"Beau  Rivage  is  pleased  to  be  partnering  with  The  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi  to  present  a  cultural  opportunity  of  this  magni- 
tude in  Mississippi,"  said  Beau  Rivage  President  Jeff  Dahl.  "As  exclu- 
sive sponsor,  our  involvement  allows  1 1 ,000  people  an  unforgettable 
evening,  with  tickets  starting  as  low  as  $25.  Proceeds  from  the  event 
will  establish  two  Beau  Rivage  endowments — one  to  support  the  USM 
Symphony  Orchestra  and  another  to  support  future  USM  arts  activi- 
ties on  the  Mississippi  Gulf  Coast." 

Dean  said  he  had  been  working  on  making  the  event  happen  for 
the  last  five  years.  "I  started  working  on  this  project  in  1998,  and  by 
the  time  it  comes  about,  I'll  have  invested  seven  years,"  he  said.  "I  pur- 


Dr.  Jay  Dean,  musical  director  of  the  USM  Symphony,  has 
been  working  for  five  years  to  bring  Placido  Domingo  to 
the  area. 


sued  a  lot  of  dif- 
ferent avenues 
and  never  gave 
up.  I  knew  it  was 
the  right  thing  to 
do  and  kept 
searching  for  the 
right  date,  spon- 
sor and  venue. 
Whenever  you 
engage  an  artist 
such  as  Placido 
Domingo,  the  most  formidable  obstacle  to  overcome  is  schedule." 

Dean  said  that  in  a  span  of  a  week,  it  is  common  tor  Domingo  to 
sing  three  to  four  performances  in  as  many  different  countnes.  "His 
rehearsal  and  perform  schedule  is  extraordinary,"  Dean  noted. 
"[Domingo]  is  one  of  the  most  sought-after  performers  in  the  world, 
and  his  name  is  a  household  word.  In  terms  of  celebrity  status,  he  is 
the  No.  1  classical  music  performer  in  the  world,  and  lie  is  also  one  of 
the  few  classical  artists  who  have  successfully  built  a  nonclassical  audi- 
ence. He  reaches  an  extraordinarily  wide  audience  and  has  been  at  the 
top  of  profession  of  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century." 

Tickets  may  be  reserved  immediately  by  purchasing  2003  sea- 
son tickets  for  the  USM  Symphony  Orchestra.  Seat  assignments 
begin  in  November. 

For  ticket  information  for  "One  Voice.  One  Orchestra.  One  Night 
Only.  The  Concert  Event  of  a  Lifetime."  call  the  Southern  Miss 
Ticket  Office  at  (601)  266-5418  or  1,800^  844-8425  and  online  at 
www.tickets.usm.edu.  E^ 

—Angela  Cutrer  "92 
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All  events  are  subject  to  change  and  should  be  confirmed.  Any  questions  regarding  these  events  can  be  directed  to  the  Southern  Miss  Alumni 
Association  at  alumni@usm.edu,  or  call  (601)  266-5013.  Please  visit  www.SouthernMissAlumni.com/events.htm  for  the  most  up-to-date 
calendar.  All  events  are  located  on  the  Southern  Miss  campus  unless  otherwise  noted. 
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28-        San  Francisco,  Calif. 

Sept.  1    Southern  Miss  Football 
vs.  Cal  Berkley 
Hosted  by  USMAA, 
USM  Foundation  and 
Athletic  Department 
•     For  more  information,  ca 
(601)  266-5013. 


24 


SEPTEMBER 


13 


25 


Southern  Miss 

Football  vs. 

Memphis 

The  Rock/ 6  p.m.  kickoff 


^^^ 


Southern  Miss  Football  vs. 

Nebraska  (ESPN) 

The  Rock /6:30  p.m.  kickoff 


25 


31 


OCTOBE 


USM  Theatre  presents 

"The  Cripple  Of  Innishman" 

For  tickets,  call  the  Southern 

Miss  Ticket  Office  at 

(800)  844-8425. 

Mannoni  Performing  Arts  Center 

auditorium/ 7:30  p.m. 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 

Southern  Miss  Football  vs. 

Cincinnati 

Nippert  Stadium  /  6  p.m. 


Fall  2003  Career  Day 

Sponsored  by  Career  Planning 

and  Placement 

For  details,  visit 

www.cpp.usm.edu 

Payne  Center  / 10  a.m.-2  p.m. 


NOVEMBER 


Kathy  Mattea  in  concert 

Presented  by  Partners 

for  the  Arts 

For  tickets,  call  (800) 

844-8425  or  visit 

www.tickets.usm.edu 

Bennett  Auditorium  /  8  p.m 


H 


USMAA  Annual 
Alumni  Business  and 
Awards  Breakfast 
For  details,  contact  the 
Alumni  Association  at 
(601)  266-5013  or  visit 
www.SouthernMissAlumni.com 
Location  TBA/8  a.m. 


Southern  Miss  Football  vs. 

South  Florida 

The  Rock/ 2  p.m.  kickoff 

Hattiesburg 

USMAA/Shell  Finish  Line 

Homecoming 

Scholarship  Golf 

Tournament 

For  details,  contact 

the  Alumni 

Association  at 

(601)  266-5013  or  visit 

www.SouthernMissAlumni.com 

Canebrake  Country  Club/ 

TimeTBA 

Hattiesburg 

Alumni  Hall  of  Fame  Banquet 
For  details,  contact  the  Alumni 
Association  at  (601)  266-5013  or 
visit 

www.SouthernMissAlumni.com 
Southern  Oaks/6:30  p.m. 


HOMECOMING 

2003 

Various 

events  and 

reunions 

Southern  Miss 

Football  vs. 

Louisiana  -  Lafayette 

The  Rock  / 

2  p.m.  kickoff 

15         Southern  Miss  Football  vs. 
Tulane 
The  Rock/ 
2  p.m.  kickoff 

20         Southern  Miss  Football  vs. 
TCU  (ESPN) 
The  Rock/ 
6:30  p.m.  kickoff 

29         Greenville,  N.C. 

Southern  Miss  Football  vs. 
East  Carolina 
Dowdy-Ficklen  Stadium  / 
1  p.m.  (CST) 


ALUMNI  TAILGATING 


AUGUST 

29         San  Francisco,  Calif. 

Southern  Miss  vs. 
UC  -  Berkeley 
Tailgate  party  at  the  Grand 
Hyatt  Hotel  San  Francisco  / 
5:30  p.m.-7  p.m. 

SEPTEMBER 

4  Birmingham,  Ala. 

Southern  Miss  vs.  UAB 
Barbecue  cookout 
East  Side  Pavilion  at  Legion 
Field  /  2  1/2  hours 
before  kickoff 

OCTOBER 

11         Tuscaloosa,  Ala. 

Barbecue  -  look  for  the 
Black  and  Gold  Tents 
Between  Stadium  Drive 
and  Campus  Drive,  off 
University  Blvd.  / 
11:30  a.m. 

NOVEMBER 

8  Houston,  Texas 

Mexican  cuisine 
Westside  of  Robertson 
Stadium  /  2  1/2  hours 
before  kickoff 


SOUTHERNMISSTRIVIA 

How  well  do  you  know  your  alma  mater? 
Test  your  USM  knowledge  to  find  out. 


1.  Who  are  the  Nasty  Bunch? 

2.  Why  is  Roberts  Schoolhouse  so  significant  to 
the  university? 

3.  For  whom  is  Hardy  Hall  named? 

4.  What  is  the  university's  motto? 

5.  When  was  the  Alumni  Association  founded? 

Answers  on  page  45 


THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  SOUTHERN  MISSISSIPPI 


Tfe  Thide  ®$ ' J^lfcgiz&ppi 


MARCHING  BAND 

Adopt-A-Uniform  Campaign  2003 


Your  financial  support 
by  adopting  a  uniform 
for  $300  will   ensure 
proper    maintenance    of 
your  uniform,  support  the 
purchase  of  complementary 
uniforms  for  the  color  guard  and 
Dixie  Darlings,  and  other  neces- 
sary aspects  of  maintaining  a 
top-notch  marching  band. 


Your  name  will  be  embroidered 
into  your  adopted  uniform. 


For  more 
information 
about  adopt- 
ing one  of  our 
new  Pride 
uniforms,  call 
the  College  of 
Arts  and 
Letters  at 
(601)  266- 
5922. 

AA/EOE/ADAI 
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Golden  Eagle  Baseball: 
A  Winning  Season 


It  was  a  season  of  unparalleled  highs.  After  an  impressive  regular- 
season  record,  the  Southern  Miss  baseball  team  edged  out  rival 
Tulane  University  to  win  the  Conference  USA  championship. 
That  victory  earned  head  Coach  Corky  Palmers  team  its  first-ever  C- 
USA  title,  and  while  the  game  was  in  progress,  the  Golden  Eagles 
learned  they  would  host  an  NCAA  Regional  tournament  for  the  first 
time  ever. 

In  an  overwhelming  show  of  support,  all  tournament  books  for  the 
NCAA  regional  in  Hattiesburg  were  sold,  and  fans  turned  out  at  Pete 
Taylor  Park  in  record  numbers. 

The  first  day  of  the  tournament — May  30 — the  Golden  Eagles  lost 
to  Southern  University  5-3.  But  the  team  quickly  regrouped  for  the 
second  day  of  play.  On  May  31,  No.  2  Southern  Miss  overcame  its 
first-round  upset  with  an  18-0  victory  over  No.  4  Murray  State.  The 
Golden   Eagles   advanced   to   that   nights   game   against   Southern 


University  and  claimed  victory,  18-1.  The  next  day,  after  a  hard- 
fought  game,  Southern  Miss  fell  to  Baylor  in  the  NCAA  Regional 
Final,  one  run  short  of  a  victory. 

When  the  final  poll  of  the  2003  season  was  released,  the  Golden 
Eagles  were  ranked  an  impressive  No.  18  in  the  USA  Today /Baseball 
Weekly  Coaches  Poll.  The  team  was  also  ranked  No.  15  by  Baseball 
America,  No.  19  in  the  National  Collegiate  Baseball  Writer's 
Association  and  No.  25  in  Collegiate  Baseball. 

Southern  Miss  was  ranked  in  the  final  poll  only  one  other  year. 
1991,  when  the  Golden  Eagles  were  ranked  No.  24  by  Collegiate 
Baseball  and  No.  25  by  Baseball  America. 

"Hopefully  this  is  a  tradition  that  we've  started,  now  that  we  have  a 
taste  of  it,"  Palmer  said  of  the  tournament  expenence.  "It  was  unbe- 
lievable. The  excitements  definitely  here.  Our  fans  really  came  out  and 
gave  it  their  all.  We've  put  Southern  Miss  baseball  on  the  map.'  Be 


SUMMER  2003 


11 


FROM 


Miss  Alma  Hickman: 


From  "Daughter  of  the  Pines 
To  "First  Lady  of  Education 


»t 


Faculty  Photo  from  1916  USM  yearbook, 
Neka  Camon 

By  Yvonne  Arnold  '90 

University  Archives 

By  her  own  admission,  Alma  Hickman 
never  mastered  the  arts  of  cooking  and 
housekeeping,  but  she  perfected  the  art  of 
teaching  to  a  science.  Miss  Alma  was  among 
the  first  faculty  members  at  Southern  Miss, 
when  it  opened  as  Mississippi  Normal 
College  in  1912,  and  she  taught  English  at 
the  school  until  her  retirement  in  1954.  In 
recognition  of  her  extraordinary  career,  Gov. 
J.  R  Coleman  designated  her  Mississippi's 
"First  Lady  of  Education." 

Alma  Hickman  was  born  July  4,  1887, 
deep  in  the  piney  woods  of  Stone  County, 
Miss.,  the  seventh  of  nine  children  born  to 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rankin  J.  Hickman.  She 
attended  the  rural  schools  of  her  home 
county,  and  later  earned  a  bachelor's  degree 
from   the   Industrial   Institute   and   College 


(now  Mississippi  University  for  Women),  a 
bachelor  of  philosophy  degree  from  the 
University  of  Chicago  and  a  master's  degree 
from  Columbia  University.  Before  joining  the 
faculty  of  Mississippi  Normal  College,  she 
taught  for  several  years  in  the  rural  schools 
of  Stone  County. 

In  her  autobiographical  essay  "Daughter 
of  the  Pines,"  which  was  published  in 
Memoirs  of  Alma  Hickman,  she  tells  delightful 
stories  of  growing  up  in  Stone  County.  She 
recalls  that  on  Christmas  morning,  each  of 
the  Hickman  children  found  a  stick  of  pep- 
permint candy,  an  apple  and  an  orange  in 
their  stocking.  To  amuse  themselves,  the 
children  played  imaginative  games,  and  Miss 
Alma,  who  describes  herself  as  a  dreamer, 
enjoyed  lying  on  her  back  on  a  hillside  cov- 
ered with  pine  straw,  contemplating  the  sky. 

From  her  earliest  remembrance,  the 
young  Alma  had  a  passion  for  reading. 
When  her  father  subscribed  to  the  Atlanta 
Constitution,  she  read  every  word  of  it, 
including  the  advertisements.  It  became 
something  of  a  joke  with  her  father,  that 
since  Alma  showed  little 
aptitude  for  cooking  and 
housekeeping,  perhaps  he 
had  better  educate  her. 
When  she  was  11,  he  told 
her  that  he  would  provide 
her  with  an  education  if  she 
would  promise  never  to 
marry.  Thinking  him  seri- 
ous, she  pondered  both 
sides  of  the  issue,  then 
answered  that  in  all  honesty, 
she  couldn't  make  such  a 
promise.  As  it  turned  out, 
she  never  did  marry,  but  it 


was  not  from  lack  of  a  suitor.  She  caught  the 
eye  of  several  young  men,  one  of  whom 
vowed  that  he  would  love  her  forever.  On 
first  acquaintance,  she  described  the  young 
man  as  "the  prettiest  boy  she  had  ever  seen," 
but  in  due  time,  she  realized  they  had  little 
in  common — certainly  not  enough  on  which 
to  base  a  marriage.  So  at  the  age  of  19,  she 
broke  up  with  him. 

During  her  four  decades  of  teaching,  edu- 
cating young  people  was  her  primary  objec- 
tive, and  she  devoted  the  lion's  share  of  her 
time  and  energy  to  that  end.  In  addition  to 
classroom  instruction,  she  provided  finan- 
cial assistance  to  a  number  of  students  who 
were  struggling  to  stay  in  school,  and 
allowed  some  of  them  to  live  in  her  home.  In 
1920,  after  the  death  of  an  older  sister,  Miss 
Alma  adopted  two  of  her  sister's  children 
and  saw  to  it  that  they  were  educated.  She 
served  as  sponsor  of  the  Debate  Club  and 
the  Dramatics  Club  and  was  faculty  adviser 
to  the  Mississippian  Literary  Society.  She  was 
active  in  the  Hattiesburg  branch  of  the 
American  Association  of  University  Women, 


Girls  dressed  as  pine  trees  in  a  scene  from  a  pageant,  Neka  Camon 
(May  22, 1919) 
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Scene  from  pageant,  Mississippi  (May  1929) 

Delta  Gamma  Education  Sorority  and  was  a 
life  member  of  the  Mississippi  Education 
Association  (ME A).  She  served  as  president 
of  the  MEA  in  1936-37,  and  her  presidential 
address  was  printed  in  the  1938  issue  of 
Harvard  Educational  Review.  As  testimony  to 
the  esteem  afforded  her  by  students,  both 
the  1926  and  the  1952  USM  yearbooks  are 
dedicated  to  Miss  Hickman. 

During  her  career,  she  wrote  three  pag- 
eants, at  least  two  of  which  were  per- 
formed on  the  USM  campus.  In  1919  she 
wrote  Neka  Camon  ("New  Spirit"),  a  play 
honoring  the  development  of  Mississippi 
and  the  establishment  of  Mississippi 
Normal  College.  The  pageant  was  per- 
formed outdoors,  in  the  area  north  of  the 
University  Union.  The  second  pageant  was 
Memory,  A  Masque,  a  memorial  to  USM  stu- 
dents who  served  in  World  War  I.  The  final 
pageant,  Mississippi,  traced  the  history  of 
education  in  the  state  from  its  beginning  to 
1929,  and  was  performed  on  campus  May 
Hand  16,  1929. 

Throughout  her  career,  Miss  Alma  man- 
aged to  distinguish  herself  in  a  number  of 
ways.  In  the  1940s  and  1950s  she  served  on 
the  State  Eleemosynary  Board,  where  she 
pioneered  reforms  affecting  Columbia 
Training  School  and  Ellisville  State  School. 
In  1950  she  became  the  first  woman  to 
receive  the  Hattiesburg  Junior  Chamber  of 
Commerce  "Citizen  of  the  Year"  award,  in 
recognition  of  her  work  on  the  Hattiesburg 
Library  Board. 

In  1953,  her  beloved  school  honored  her 
by  naming  its  new  senior  girls  dormitory 


Alma  Hickman 
Hall,  which  was 
dubbed  "the  Grand 
Hotel"  by  its  resi- 
dents. Through  the 
USM  Foundation, 
a  scholarship  was 
established  in  Miss 
Hickman's  name  in 
1961.  It  was  this 
honor  that  gave  her 
the  greatest  satis- 
faction, because  it 
would  be  a  "perpetual  aid  to  young  people  in 
getting  an  education." 

Following  her  retirement  from  USM  in 
1954,  she  responded  to  a  desperate  need  for 
an  English  teacher  at  William  Carey  College 
and  taught  there  during  the  1954-1955  aca- 
demic year.  She  then  spent  several  years 
compiling  information  for  a  history  of  USM 
from  1912  -  1954,  titled  Southern  As  I  Saw  It, 
which  was  published  in  1966. 

Part  of  the  secret  of  Miss  Almas  success 
may  have  been  her  keen  sense  of  humor  and 
her  ability  to  laugh  at  herself.  The  following 
are  a  few  examples  of  her  humor: 
•  In  1931,  she  purchased  her  first  automo- 
bile, a  new  Ford.  One  day,  a  policemen 
stopped  her  as  she  was  negotiating  a  U- 
turn,  and  said,  "Lady,  you  can't  do  that." 


Miss  Hickman's  reply  was,  "Yes,  I  think  I 
can  if  you  will  get  out  of  the  way." 
When  students  asked  why  she  never  mar- 
ried, her  standard  reply  was,  "The  fellows 
that  I  would  have  wouldn't  have  me,  and 
the  ones  that  would  have  me,  the  devil 
wouldn't  have." 


Hickman  with  her  "Citizen  of  the  Year"  award 
(ca.  1950) 


Portrait  of  Hickman  in  regalia  (ca.  1950s) 

•  Once,  while  grading  papers,  she  acciden- 
tally "graded"  a  letter  from  her  sister. 
Thinking  it  humorous,  she  mailed  the  let- 
ter back  to  her  sister,  but  sis  was  not 
amused.  She  threatened  to  stop  writing. 
so  Miss  Alma  apologized  and  the  matter 
was  settled  amicably. 

After  a  life  well  lived.  Miss  Alma  departed 
this  world  on  February  12.  1971.  at  the  ace 
of  83.  She  is  interred  in  Hickman-Hester 
Cemetery,  near  Wiggins.  lTpon  her  death, 
the  Mississippi  Senate  passed  a  resolution 
that  said,  in  part,  "...we  do  hereby  lament 
the  passing  of  this  great,  gracious  and  noble 
lady  who  has  given  so  much  oi  herself  to 
make  a  better  and  more  enjoyable  life  for 
her  students  and  the  people  ot  her  commu- 
nity, state  and  country..." 

In  the  Latin  language,  "alma"  means  "fos- 
tering." a  term  that  seems  altogether  appro- 
priate tor  our  First  Lady  ot  Education.  G£ 

*  Look  for  a  profile  of  Thomas  PercivaJ  \ 
first  vice  president  of  VSM.  in  the  next  issue  oj 
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Honor  Club  Members 

THROUGH  JULY  18,  2003 


PRESIDENT'S  CIRCLE 

John  M.  Deakle 
Hattiesburg,  Miss. 

Max  and  Susan  Draughn 
Madison,  Miss. 

HERITAGE  SOCIETY 

David  &  Jennifer  Phillips  Blakeslee 
Gulfport,  Miss. 

Lee  K.  Hildman** 
Hattiesburg,  Miss. 

Dr.  J.  Larry  and  Linda  B.  Smith 
Hattiesburg,  Miss. 

CORPORATION  ASSOCIATES  FOR  EXCELLENCE 

International  Association 

Method  Task  Force 

Hattiesburg,  Miss. 

Mississippi  Wild  Turkey  Federation 
Hattiesburg,  Miss. 

Mitchell  of  Mississippi,  Inc. 
Brandon,  Miss. 

Whitney  National  Bank,  Mississippi 
Gulfport,  Miss. 

ASSOCIATES  FOR  EXCELLENCE 

Larry  and  Lynda  Bagley 
Meridian,  Miss. 

Graham  D.  Behringer 
Hattiesburg,  Miss. 

Dr.  Les  Goff  &  Dr.  Sarah  Morgan 
Hattiesburg,  Miss. 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Harry  E.  Goza,  Jr. 
Hattiesburg,  Miss. 

Charles  Lightsey 
Laurel,  Miss. 

Kris  Powell 
Gainesville,  Fla. 

Charles  and  Anita  Price 
Hattiesburg,  Miss. 

Jack  and  Marguerite  Rhodes 
Madison,  Miss. 

Dr.  Ronald  J.  Swager 
Hattiesburg,  Miss. 

James  and  Arlyn  Trussell 
Hattiesburg,  Miss. 

*  *  deceased 


Washams  Donate  Antique 

By  David  Tisdale  '90,  '01 

Jay  Washams  plan  to  obtain  a  Ph.D  in  history  from  The  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi  ended  tragically  August  15,  1994,  while  on  his  way  to  Hattiesburg  to 
enroll  for  the  fall  semester. 

Washam,  22,  was  killed  in  a  car  accident  on  U.S.  49  near  Seminary  that  day,  about  20 
miles  north  of  the  Southern  Miss  campus.  But  his  family  and  the  Southern  Miss  history 
department  would  not  allow  Washams  dream  to  end  with  his  death. 

Shortly  after  the  accident,  former  Southern  Miss  history  department  chairman  Dr. 
Orazio  Ciccarelli  and  Washams  family  established  the  Jay  Washam  Award  for 
Excellence,  given  each  year  to  a  student  from  the  department  judged  to  have  submitted 
the  best  dissertation. 

"It  was  one  of  the  most  touching  events  I  had  dealt  with  as  chair  of  the  department," 
Ciccarelli  said.  "Jay's  family  wanted  to  maintain  a  connection  with  USM  and  the  depart- 
ment, and  to  preserve  his  memory." 

To  bolster  funding  for  the  award,  the  Washams  have  donated  a  1923  Hudson  Super 
6  automobile  to  the  USM  Foundation,  which  was  to  be  a  gift  to  Jay  when  he  completed 
his  doctoral  program.  Proceeds  from  the  planned  sale  of  the  car  will  go  to  the  award 
fund. 

Jay's  family,  including  his  father,  Dr.  Clinton  J.  Washam,  his  mother,  Sandra,  and  sis- 
ters Kimberly  and  Tami,  recently  decided  to  donate  the  car  as  a  way  to  help  secure  long- 
term  funding  for  the  award. 

Jay  Washam  was  a  graduate  of  Union  College  in  Lincoln,  Neb.,  where  he  received  his 
bachelor's  degree  and  did  graduate  work  at  Tarelton  State  University  in  Texas.  His  father 
described  his  son  as  a  "voracious  reader"  who  was  looking  forward  to  coming  to 
Southern  Miss  to  continue  his  education. 

"Even  though  Jay  can't  live  out  his  dream,  these  young  people  can  live  out  theirs,"  Dr. 
Washam  said  of  the  award  in  his  son's  memory.  "It  gives  us  great  joy  and  satisfaction  to 
make  this  donation." 

The  exact  value  of  the  car  is  undetermined.  But  if  it  could  talk,  the  vehicle's  worth 
would  be  immense  to  historians.  According  to  a  photo  caption  in  the  April  28,  1974, 
edition  of  the  South  Bend  Tribune,  it  was  allegedly  once  the  personal  car  of  a  well-known 
New  York  hoodlum  and  was  discovered  in  near-perfect  condition  in  1959  after  being 
hidden  for  more  than  three  decades  in  a  walled-up  niche  of  a  Chicago  warehouse. 


Dr.  Charles  Bolton,  left,  greets  Dr.  Clinton  Washam  of  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  upon  the  delivery  of  the  1923  Hudson 
the  Washam  family  has  donated  to  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi.  Tim  Ryan,  executive  director  of  the 
USM  Foundation,  and  Dr.  Maureen  Ryan,  associate  provost,  join  Bolton  in  welcoming  Dr.  Washam. 
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"It  seems  fitting  that  this  interesting  historical 
artifact  will  both  serve  to  honor  the  memory  of  a 
young  man  whose  potential  as  a  historian  was  trag- 
ically cut  short,  and  benefit  future  generations  of 
budding  professional  historians,"  said  Dr.  Chuck 
Bolton,  current  chair  of  the  history  department. 

Dr.  Karen  Cox,  director  of  the  public  history  pro- 
gram at  the  University  of  North  Carolina-Charlotte, 
was  the  first  recipient  of  the  Washam  Award.  Cox 
said  she's  pleased  that  the  donation  of  the  Hudson 
will  help  benefit  history  students  at  Southern  Miss, 
and  that  Jay  continues  to  be  honored  by  his  family 
through  the  award  bearing  his  name. 

"1  am  moved  by  the  spirit  of  generosity  of  Jays 
parents  and  their  desire  to  remember  him  through 
this  award,"  Cox  said.  "I  sincerely  appreciate  being 
recognized  for  my  scholarship  as  the  first  Washam 
Award  winner,  and  believe  this  is  a  wonderful  way 
for  the  Washams  to  honor  their  son." 

Tim  Ryan,  executive  director  of  the  USM 
Foundation,  said  the  donation  also  included  other 
historical  items  such  as  manuals  and  parts  books 
that  increase  the  value  of  the  gift.  He  said  the  foun- 
dation will  place  the  car  for  sale  within  the  next 
few  months. 


Right:  Antique  car  enthusiasts  will 
soon  have  an  opportunity  to  pur- 
chase the  1923  Hudson  Super  6, 
with  proceeds  to  be  applied  to  the 
Jay  Camron  Washam  Award  for 
Excellence. 


Left:  The  1923  Hudson  was  pur- 
chased to  be  a  graduation  gift  to  Jay 
Washam  when  he  finished  his  Ph.D. 
at  Southern  Miss.  Jay  was  killed  in  a 
car  accident  while  on  his  trip  to 
enroll  at  the  university.  Pictured 
prior  to  Jay's  death  are,  left  to  right, 
his  great-uncle  Harold  Lutz,  his 
grandfather,  Dr.  Charles  E.  Felton, 
Jay  Camron  Washam,  his  father  Dr. 
Clinton  J.  Washam,  and  his  uncle 
Ronald  Felton. 


Marketing  Endowment  Expands 
to  $500l<  due  to  Vreeland  Estate 

Marketing  majors  at  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  will 
soon  have  a  greater  opportunity  to  receive  scholarships  as  a  result  of 
the  settlement  of  the  Richard  C.  Vreeland  estate.  Vreeland,  a  longtime 
supporter  of  the  university,  established  the  endowment  prior  to  his 
death  and,  by  including  Southern  Miss  in  his  will,  increased  that  gift 
to  more  than  $500,000  in  April. 

"As  the  new  dean,  I  am  thrilled  by  the  generosity  of  this  gift,"  said 
Dean  of  the  College  of  Business  and  Economic  Development  Harold 
Doty.  "To  learn  of  it  on  my  second  day  in  office  tells  me  that  the  support 
from  the  faculty  and  the  community  is  overwhelming." 

When  fully  funded,  this  scholarship  will  be  awarded  to  students  who 
are  majoring  in  marketing  in  the  College  of  Business  and  Economic 
Development. 

After  receiving  his  doctorate  from  the  University  of  Florida — 
Gainesville,  in  1961,  Vreeland  came  to  Southern  Miss  as  a  professor  of 
marketing  and  the  founding  chair  of  the  marketing  department. 
Spending  his  entire  academic  career  here,  he  retired  in  1983. 

"Dick  was  absolutely  brilliant,"  said  Dr.  Tom  Ivy,  who  succeeded 
Vreeland  as  marketing  chair  in  1969.  "He  sold  me  on  USM.  Dick's 
emphasis  was  on  making  sure  students  got  what  they  needed  to  get  a 
good  job  and  make  a  good  life.  He  said  our  job  was  to  take  students  and 


get  them  ready  for  the  national  job  market.  Students  knew  he  would 
nail  them  to  the  wall.  However,  many  of  his  former  students  thought  he 
was  absolutely  wonderful;  he  was  quite  a  mentor." 

"Dr.  Vreeland  was  innovative,  entrepreneurial,  student-oriented, 
humorous  and  very  interested  in  contributing  to  the  development  of 
Southern  Miss,"  said  Dr.  Alvin  Williams,  third  and  present  chair  of  the 
Marketing  Department.   "Vreeland's  marketing  scholarships  will  allow 
us  to  recruit  and  retain  top  caliber  students  that  will  maintain  high 
levels  of  scholarship,  and  will  hopefully  be  top  performers  in  industry, 
government,  and  academia.  Given  his  student  orientation,  the  scholar- 
ships are  appropriate  recognition  of  this  commitment." 

"Keenly  aware  of  consumer  attitudes  and  behaviors.  Vreeland  was  an 
astute  observer  of  the  human  condition  as  it  related  to  business."  Ivy 
said.  "He  was  even  viewed  as  an  economic  expert  in  courts  on  damage 
lawsuits  and  was  well  regarded  in  the  legal  profession.  During  his  time 
at  Southern  Miss,  Vreeland  authored  How  To  Be  Financially  Independent.' 

Williams  said  that  Vreeland  brought  considerable  energy  to  the 
College  of  Business  at  that  time.  As  a  native  New  Yorker,  he  brought  a 
very  different  perspective  to  Southern  Miss  and  to  Hattiesburg. 

"He  was  a  trailblazer  m  developing  this  curriculum,  which  included 
Creative  Marketing,"  Williams  said.  "USM  remains  one  of  just  a  few- 
schools  in  the  country  to  have  a  creative  marketing  course.  Vreeland's 
foresight  regarding  the  needs  of  future  organizations  led  him  to  focus  on 
this  area,  among  others."  5^ 

—Tina  Ladrier 
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Winters  Wins  Prestigious 
Goldwater  Scholarship 


A  Southern   Miss   senior   has   received   recognition   as   a 
Goldwater  Scholar,   a  prestigious  national  scholarship 
program  established  for  future  scientists,  mathematicians 
and  engineers. 

Amanda  Winters,  a  biochemistry  major  from  Petal,  is  among 
300  college  and  university  students  in  the  United  States  who  will 
receive  a  Goldwater  Scholarship  for  the  academic  year  2003-2004. 

Winters'  selection  gives  Southern  Miss  12  Goldwater  Scholars 
in  the  last  10  years.  The  one-  and  two-year  Goldwater  scholar- 
ships will  cover  the  cost  of  tuition,  fees,  books,  and  room  and 
board,  up  to  a  maximum  of  $7,500  per  year. 

"I  am  thinking  of  pursuing  a  medical  Ph.D.  so  I  can  do 
research  and  practice  medicine,"  said  Winters,  who  interned  this 
summer  researching  at  St.  Jude's  Hospital  in  Memphis,  Tenn. 

Dr.  Robert  Bateman,  chair  of  the  Department  of  Chemistry, 
said  that  Winters'  selection  is  a  special  honor  because  "it's  a  national 
competition  and  there  aren't  that  many  winners  around  the  country." 

Described  by  Bateman  as  "quiet  and  hard-working,"  Winters,  20, 
has  been  a  determined  student  since  her  arrival  at  Southern  Miss, 
maintaining  a  4.0  GPA.  "She  basically  started  doing  undergraduate 
research  the  minute  she  walked  through  the  door,"  Bateman  said. 

The  Goldwater  Scholars  were  selected  on  the  basis  of  academic 
merit  from  a  field  of  1,093  mathematics,  science  and  engineering  stu- 
dents nominated  by  the  faculties  of  colleges  and  universities  nation- 
wide. One  hundred  sixty-one  of  the  scholars  are  men,  139  are  women, 
and  virtually  all  intend  to  obtain  a  Ph.D.  as  their  degree  objective. 


STARS 


Thirty-one  scholars  are  mathematics 
majors,  210  are  science  majors,  45  are 
majoring  in  engineering,  and  12  are  com- 
puter science-related  majors.  Many  of  the 
scholars  have  dual  majors  in  a  variety  of 
mathematics,  science,  engineering  and 
computer  disciplines. 

"Amanda  is  an  asset  to  her  department 
and  to  The  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi,"  said  Robert  Lochhead  of 
the  College  of  Science  and  Technology. 
"She  exemplifies  everything  the  award 
represents." 

Goldwater  Scholars  have  very  impres- 
sive academic  qualifications  that  have 
garnered  the  attention  of  prestigious 
postgraduate  fellowship  programs.  Recent  Goldwater  Scholars  have 
been  awarded  50  Rhodes  Scholarships  (six  of  the  32  awarded  in  the 
United  States  in  2003),  55  Marshall  Awards  (eight  of  the  40  award- 
ed m  the  United  States  in  2003),  and  numerous  other  distinguished 
fellowships. 

The  Goldwater  Foundation  is  a  federally  endowed  agency  established 
by  Public  Law  99-661  on  November  14,  1986.  The  scholarship  program 
honoring  Sen.  Barry  M.  Goldwater  was  designed  to  foster  and  encourage 
outstanding  students  to  pursue  careers  in  the  fields  of  mathematics,  the 
natural  sciences  and  engineenng.  The  Goldwater  Scholarship  is  the  pre- 
mier undergraduate  award  of  its  type  in  these  fields.  ^« 


Amanda  Winters,  a  biochemistry  major 
from  Petal,  is  among  300  college  and  uni- 
versity students  in  the  United  States  who 
will  receive  a  Goldwater  Scholarship  for 
the  academic  year  2003-2004. 
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New  Deans  Named 

Thames  appoints  deans  for  newly  reorganized  colleges 


Dr.  Shelby  E  Thames  announced  plans  in 
January  for  a  new  academic  structure  that 
would  make  Southern  Miss  more  efficient  and 
more  effective  in  the  way  it  delivers  education  to 
its  students. 

The  new  structure,  which  went  into  effect  this 
summer,  streamlined  nine  existing  degree-grant- 
ing colleges  into  five — the  College  of  Arts  and 
Letters,  College  of  Science  and  Technology, 
College  of  Business  and  Economic  Development, 
College  of  Health  and  College  of  Education  and 
Psychology. 

As  a  result  of  the  recent  realignment,  deans 
have  been  selected  for  each  of  the  newly  reor- 
ganized colleges. 

Dr.  Elliott  A.  Pood,  formerly 
the  dean  of  the  College  of  Arts  and 
Sciences  at  the  University  of  North 
Alabama,  is  now  dean  of  the 
College  of  Arts  and  Letters. 

Pood,  52,  received  his  doctorate 
in  organizational  communication  from  Florida 
State  University.  He  holds  a  master's  degree  from 
the  University  of  Central  Florida  and  a  bache- 
lors degree  in  communication  from  West 
Georgia  College. 

After  beginning  his  teaching  career  at  the 
University  of  North  Carolina  at  Greensboro  in 
the  division  of  communication  studies,  Pood 
served  at  UNCG  as  the  director  of  the  Institute 
for  Communication  Research  and  Consulting. 
He  then  served  as  director  of  the 
broadcasting/cinema  division  at  UNCG,  teaching 
in  both  the  communication  studies  division  and 
the  broadcasting/cinema  division. 

Pood  is  the  first  dean  of  Southern  Miss'  newly 
reconfigured  College  of  Arts  and  Letters,  which 
consists  of  the  previous  College  of  The  Arts  and 
College  of  Liberal  Arts. 

In  1989,  Pood  was  selected  to  be  the  founding 
chairman  of  the  Department  of 
Radio/Television/Photography  at  Middle 
Tennessee  State  University.  There  he  helped 
oversee  the  design  and  construction  of  a  $20  mil- 
lion mass  communication  complex.  He  was  also 
successful  in  attracting  more  than  $  1  million  in 
grants  from  the  Bosch/BTS  Educational 
Foundation,  Sony,  IBM,  Wavefront  Technologies 
and  NewStar  Systems. 

Pood  later  served  as  assistant  dean  and  inter- 
im associate  dean  of  the  College  of  Mass 
Communication  at  MTSU. 

The  author  of  more  than  60  articles  and  profes- 
sional papers  on  the  subjects  of  organizational  and 
mass  communication,  Pood  has  won  awards  for  his 
research  from  the  International  Communication 
Association.  His  specialty  is  in  organizational  com- 
munication, with  a  research-consulting  specialty  in 
organizational  conflict  management. 


He  has  served  as  the  producer  for  two  region- 
al Emmy  telecasts,  served  on  the  Board  of 
Governors  for  the  Mid-South  Chapter  of  the 
National  Academy  of  Television  Arts  and 
Sciences  and  has  participated  as  producer,  direc- 
tor, writer  and  broadcast  coordinator  for  more 
than  20  video  productions.  Pood  has  also  served 
as  a  consultant  to  more  than  75  different  public 
agencies  and  private  corporations.  In  addition, 
he  has  reviewed  manuscripts  for  two  publishing 
companies  and  currently  serves  as  the  executive 
editor  for  The  journal  oj  Academic  Leadership. 

Dr.  Rex  Franklin  Gandy,  for- 
mer chair  of  the  University  of 
Idaho's  Department  of  Physics,  is 
now  dean  of  the  College  of  Science 
and  Technology. 

Gandy  received  his  undergrad- 
uate education  at  Johns  Hopkins  University  and 
at  Memphis  State  University  (MSU),  and  was 
awarded  B.S.  degrees  in  physics  and  mathemat- 
ics from  MSU  in  1975.  He  received  an  M.S. 
degree  in  plasma  physics  from  MSU  in  1977,  and 
in  1981  was  awarded  a  Ph.D.  in  plasma  physics 
from  the  University  of  Texas.  From  1981  to 
1984,  he  held  a  postdoctoral  research  appoint- 
ment at  MIT's  Plasma  Fusion  Center. 

Prior  to  his  work  at  Idaho,  Gandy,  49,  served 
as  associate  dean  for  research  at  Auburn 
University's  College  of  Science  and  Mathematics. 
Before  that,  Gandy  was  an  assistant  professor, 
associate  professor  and  professor  at  Auburn  for 
15  years. 

During  his  career,  Gandy  has  played  a  major 
role  in  leading  research  projects,  managing  staff 
and  overseeing  various  financial  aspects  of  his 
departments.  At  Idaho,  he  worked  closely  with 
faculty  and  staff  to  improve  the  Department  of 
Physics.  Over  the  past  three-and-a-half  years, 
enrollment  for  undergraduate  physics  major 
increased  from  27  to  74.  Over  that  same  period, 
graduate  student  enrollment  increased  from 
seven  to  20,  and  the  department's  annual  exter- 
nal funding  increased  from  approximately 
$100,000  to  $1  million. 

Gandy  has  published  65  referred  articles  and 
has  generated  approximately  $8.5  million  in 
external  research  funding.  He  has  supported  nine 
postdoctoral  researchers,  served  as  major  profes- 
sor for  12  graduate  students  and  supported  more 
than  50  undergraduate  research  assistants. 

Gandy  has  produced  a  long  and  distinguished 
research  career.  While  in  graduate  school  at  UT 
he  carried  out  experimental  studies  on  the  Texas 
Experimental  Tokamak,  and  while  at  MIT  he 
worked  on  the  Alcator  C  Tokamak,  one  of  the 
nation's  premiere  fusion  research  devices.  At 
Auburn,  Gandy  led  the  research  activities  on  two 
fusion  devices,  the  Auburn  Torsatron  and  the 


Compact  Auburn  Torsatron.  At  Idaho,  he 
expanded  his  research  interests  to  include  stud- 
ies of  plasma-material  interactions,  with  an 
emphasis  in  applications  of  plasmas  in  the  pro- 
duction of  novel  nanomate rials. 

Gandy  has  a  long  record  of  successful  collab- 
orative research  with  researchers  from  the 
University  of  Texas,  MIT,  University  of 
Wisconsin,  Oak  Ridge  National  Laboratory, 
Princeton  Plasma  Physics  Laboratory,  Los 
Alamos  National  Laboratory,  Georgia  Tech,  Boise 
State  University,  Idaho  State  University  and 
Pacific  Northwest  National  Laboratory. 

Dr.  Harold  Doty,  42,  who  for- 
merly chaired  the  Department  of 
Strategy  and  Human  Resources  at 
Syracuse  University,  is  now  dean  of 
the  College  of  Business  and 
Economic  Development. 

Doty  has  a  Ph.D.  in  management  from  the 
University  of  Texas  at  Austin,  has  been  published 
in  numerous  A-level  business  journals  and  has 
an  extensive  background  in  teaching,  research 
and  administration. 

Doty  will  become  the  first  dean  of  Southern 
Miss'  newly  reconfigured  CBED,  which  consists 
of  six  disciplines:  Accounting  and  Information 
Systems;  Economics,  Finance  and  International 
Business;  Marketing  and  Management;  Economic 
Development  and  Planning;  Hospitality 
Management;  and  Workforce  Training. 

In  addition  to  his  Ph.D.,  Doty  has  an  MBA 
from  the  University  of  Texas  at  Austin.  He  also 
has  a  bachelor's  degree  in  psychology,  with  hon- 
ors, from  Southwest  Texas  State  University. 

Doty  has  received  a  number  of  honors  and 
awards  in  his  field,  including  being  listed  in 
Who's  Who  in  America  and  Who's  Who  in 
Management  Sciences.  He  has  also  received  the 
Scholarly  Achievement  Award  from  the  Human 
Resources  Division  of  the  Academy  oj  Management 
and  the  Best  Article  Award  from  the  Academy  oj 
Management  journal. 

The  journals  in  which  Doty's  research  has 
been  published  include  National  Academy  oj 
Management  Electronic  Proceedings,  Organizational 
Research  Methods,  Academy  oj  Management 
journal,  Academy  oj  Management  Review  and  the 
Proceedings  of  the  Southern  Management 
Association. 

He  has  served  as  an  editorial  board  member 
for  Academy  oj  Management  Quarterly  and  as  an 
ad  hoc  reviewer  for  Administrative  Science 
Quarterly,  Academy  oj  Management  Review, 
Organization  Science,  journal  oj  Management, 
journal  oj  Management  Studies,  Industrial 
Relations  and  Sloan  Management  Review. 

Prior  to  chairing  the  Department  of  Strategy 
and  Human  Resources  in  Syracuse  University's 
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School  of  Management,  Doty  served  as  an 
associate  professor  at  Syracuse  and  as  an  assis- 
tant professor  at  the  University  of  Arkansas  in 
Fayetteville.  He  has  held  numerous  research 
appointments  over  the  course  of  his  career,  for 
which  the  funding  agencies  have  included  the 
Army  Research  Institute,  the  Texas  Cancer 
Council,  International  Business  Machines,  the 
U.S.  Department  of  Labor  and  the  National 
Institute  of  Education. 

Dr.   Joan    Exline,    who   has 

served  as  director  and  graduate 
coordinator  for  the  Center  for 
Community  Health  at  Southern 
Miss  since  1999,  will  lead  the 
recently  restructured  College  of 
Health  as  interim  dean. 

The  search  for  a  permanent  dean  will 
resume  in  the  fall,  with  an  eye  toward  filling 
the  position  by  the  beginning  of  the  2004-05 
academic  year. 

Exline,  46,  has  an  undergraduate  degree  in 
business  from  Indiana  University,  a  masters 
degree  in  health  administration  from  the 
University  of  Michigan,  and  a  doctorate  in 
political  science  from  Wayne  State  University. 
Exline  has  been  an  instructor  and  adminis- 
trator at  Southern  Miss  for  seven  years.  She  said 
that  her  past  experience  working  in  the  College 
of  Health  and  Human  Sciences  should  serve 
her  well  in  her  new  role.  She  has  significant 
knowledge  of  the  task  at  hand.  "I  am  certainly 


familiar  with  Southern  Miss,  and  many  of  the 
directors  and  chairs  who  will  be  overseeing  the 
units  [within  the  College  of  Health],"  Exline 
said.  "I  know  what  our  strengths  and  weakness 
are,  and  what  other  opportunities  await  us,  so 
we  can  hit  the  ground  running." 

Programs  in  the  College  of  Health  include 
the  departments  of  Nursing,  Social  Work, 
Community  Health  Sciences,  Nutrition  and 
Dietetics,  Institutional  Management,  Human 
Nutrition,  Medical  Technology,  Human 
Performance  and  Recreation,  and  Speech  and 
Hearing  Sciences. 

Exline  already  has  an  early  agenda  set,  which 
includes  four  areas  of  emphasis  for  the  newly 
restructured  college.  One  priority  will  be  to 
establish  an  effective  infrastructure  for  the  college 
so  that  it  can  function  as  efficiently  as  possible. 
Another  will  be  looking  at  different  ways  the 
departments  within  the  college  can  work  togeth- 
er for  the  betterment  of  the  college  as  a  whole. 

There  will  also  be  an  emphasis  on  exploring  dif- 
ferent strategies  to  further  increase  external  fund- 
ing for  the  college,  as  well  as  an  emphasis  on  proj- 
ects that  benefit  not  only  the  colleges  traditional 
stakeholders,  but  also  the  community  at  large. 


Dr.    Willie    Lee    Pierce,    an 

Indianola  native  who  joined  the 
Southern  Miss  faculty  in  the  fall 
of  1975,  has  been  named  interim 
dean  of  the  College  of  Education 
and  Psychology 


The  search  for  a  permanent  replacement 
will  resume  in  the  fall. 

Pierce  received  his  undergraduate  and  mas- 
ter's degrees  from  Delta  State  University  and 
his  doctorate  from  North  Carolina  State 
University,  and  began  his  career  at  Southern 
Miss  as  an  assistant  professor  of  adult  educa- 
tion. Since  then  he  has  served  as  chair  of  the 
USM  Department  of  Adult  Education  and 
coordinator  of  graduate  programs  in  adult 
education.  In  addition,  Pierce  has  served  on 
the  executive  committee  and  as  membership 
chairman  of  the  Commission  of  Professors  of 
Adult  Education. 

Pierce  will  oversee  the  reconfiguration  of 
the  College  of  Education  and  Psychology. 
Programs  m  the  college  will  include  the 
departments  of  Curriculum,  Instruction  and 
Special  Education;  Educational  Leadership 
and  Research;  Technology  Education;  and 
Psychology,  along  with  newly  added  degree 
programs  that  include  Child  and  Family 
Studies;  Family  and  Consumer  Sciences 
Education;  Family  and  Consumer  Studies. 
Early  Intervention;  and  Marriage  and  Family 
Therapy.  Also  included  will  be  the  School  of 
Library  and  Information  Sciences. 

Pierce  said  he  will  work  to  familiarize  him- 
self with  the  colleges  new  units  and  prepare  to 
help  the  university  secure  a  permanent  replace- 
ment for  the  dean's  position.  "The  thing  is  to 
find  the  right  fit  for  the  job,  and  I  look  forward 
to  helping  with  that  process,"  he  said.  J^ 
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SOUTHERN  MISS  ALUMNI:  THANK  YOU! 

Association  Update  from  Executive  Director  Bob  Pierce 


SOUTHERN 
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he  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association  had  an  out- 
standing year  in  2002-2003,  and  I  thank  you  for 
helping  make  it  that  way.  I  realize  we  at  the  universi- 
ty all  too  often  ask  for  support  without  adequately 
showing  our  gratitude  or  reporting  back  how  your 
help  is  making  a  difference. 

You  are  making  a  difference.  We  have  accomplished 
much  in  the  Alumni  Association,  but  I  believe  the  next 
12  months  hold  significant  promise  for  us  and  the 
entire  university.  Here,  I  will  touch  on  several  items, 
including  some  recent  accomplishments,  current  proj- 
ects and  important  approaching  initiatives.  But,  most 
importantly,  I  hope  you  realize  we  appreciate  your 
involvement  with  Southern  Miss  and  your  continued 
dedication  to  the  Alumni  Association.  Together,  we  are 
indeed  taking. .  .Southern  Miss  to  the  Top! 

ASSOCIATION  MEMBERSHIP 

For  fiscal  2002-03,  our  membership 
approached  16,000  active  alumni.  This  figure  rep- 
resents a  participation  rate  of  just  more  than  18 
percent  of  our  "alumni  of  record."  While  16,000  is 
not  a  high-water  mark  for  membership,  it  is  signif- 
icant for  two  reasons.  First,  last  year  we  eliminated 
the  free  year  of  membership  for  new  graduates  and 
thus  reduced  our  potential  "active"  membership  in  2002-03  by 
approximately  3,000  alumni.  Even  with  the  new  graduates  not  being 
counted  as  active  members  last  fiscal  year,  our  total  membership 
remained  steady.  More  alumni  paid  their  dues  this  past  year  and 
decided  to  do  their  part  to  push  the  Association  forward,. 

Second,  once  our  books  are  audited,  we  expect  to  have  a  third 
straight  year  of  increase  in  membership  revenue,  and  our  participa- 
tion rate  of  18  percent  as  compared  to  the  national  average  of  19.8 
percent  shows  that  we  are  on  our  way  to  new  heights.  Again,  we 
could  not  accomplish  this  without  you,  and  we  thank  you. 

CONSTITUTIONAL  AMENDMENT  ON  THE  NOVEMBER 
STATEWIDE  BALLOT 

As  1  hope  you  already  know,  the  November  4 
statewide  election  will  do  more  than  determine 
the  next  leaders  of  Mississippi  government;  it 
could  also  change  an  antiquated  system  of 
selection  for  members  of  the  College  Board. 

After  a  long  road  in  the  Mississippi  legisla- 
ture, a  resolution  finally  cleared  both  houses 
in  the  2002  session  calling  for  a  public  vote  on  the  consti- 
tutional requirement  that  members  of  the  College  Board  be  chosen, 
in  part,  from  congressional  districts  drawn  in  the  1940s.  Obviously, 
the  demographics  of  the  state  have  changed,  and  the  constitutional 
amendment  would  cause  the  four  2004  appointments  to  the  twelve- 
member  College  Board  to  come  from  the  Mississippi  Supreme  Court 
districts.  The  legislation  would  also  shorten  the  term  of  service  from 
12  years  to  nine  years. 


I  sincerely  hope  that  you  will  investigate  this  issue  further  and 
give  it  serious  thought  before  you  go  to  the  polls  on  November  4. 
The  passing  of  this  legislation  could  have  an  important  impact  on 
higher  education  in  Mississippi,  and  you  need  to  ensure  that  your 
vote  is  counted. 

MBNA  AFFINITY  CREDIT  CARD  PARTNERSHIP 

Another  debt  of  gratitude  is  owed  to 
those  alumni  who  carry  and  use  the 
Southern  Miss  Platinum  Plus  MasterCard 
offered  by  MBNA  America.  We  are  now  in 
our  second  year  of  partnership  with  MBNA  America,  and  the  rela- 
tionship has  been  a  good  one.  In  our  first  review  of  the  program  a 
few  months  ago,  representatives  from  MBNA  raved  about  the  quali- 
ty and  financial  credibility  of  our  alumni  who  had  applied  for  the 
card.  They  are  pleased  with  the  program,  and  of  course,  we  appre- 
ciate those  who  back  the  Alumni  Association  by  using  the  card. 

You  probably  don't  realize  how  important  your  use  of  this  card  is 
to  the  Association;  however,  revenues  from  this  one  partnership 
account  for  a  significant  percentage  of  our  annual  operating  budget. 
This  makes  MBNA  a  vital  partner  for  the  Association.  MBNA  is  a 
sound  financial  institution  with  an  emphasis  on  customer  service, 
and  we  have  heard  nothing  but  good  things  about  the  Southern  Miss 
branded  card  they  offer.  In  fact,  they  will  soon  be  informing  you  of 
a  new  reward  program  that  makes  using  our  card  even  more  attrac- 
tive. If  you  don't  already  carry  our  Southern  Miss  MasterCard,  I 
hope  you  will  consider  getting  one  soon. 

ALUMNI  ASSOCIATION  PUBLICATIONS  RECOGNIZED  FOR  EXCELLENCE 

I  trust  you  took  the  opportunity  to  read  the 
"Notes  from  Home"  column  from 
our  manager  of  communications, 
Bonnie  Gibbs.  I  also  hope  you 
have  noticed  the  significant 
improvements  that  have  been 
made  in  The  Talon  and  our  Southern 
Miss  Connections  newsletter.  All  of 
our  publications  are  receiving  atten- 
*  tion  from  the  statewide  Collegiate 
Public  Relations  Association  of 
Mississippi,  and  Bonnie  is  a  big  reason 
for  that.  As  you  can  read  in  the  article  on 
page  nine  of  this  issue,  the  Alumni 
Association  was  recognized  for  its  outstanding  work  with  The  Talon, 
Southern  Miss  Connections,  www.SouthernMissAlumni.com  and  The 
Drawl.  Our  goal  is  to  have  some  of  the  finest  alumni  publications  in 
the  country,  and  the  recognition  given  to  us  by  CPRAM  is  an  indica- 
tion that  you  can  be  proud  of  this  work. 

S0UTHERNMISSALUMNI.COM 

The  Alumni  Association  Web  site  is  the  top  collegiate  Web  site  in 
the  state.  Make  sure  you  are  taking  full  advantage  of  it  by  registering 
as  a  member.  It's  easy  to  do  and  grants  you  access  to  our  alumni 
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directory  so  you  can  locate  and 
catch  up  with  all  your  old 
classmates. 

It  is  also  important  that  we 
have  your  e-mail  address.  In 
August,  we  introduced  a  new 
format  for  our  monthly  Alumni 
Mail  e-newsletter.  This  is  a 
great  way  for  you  to  stay  in 
touch  with  your  alma  mater  in 
between  editions  of  The  Talon 
and  Southern  Miss  Connections,  but  we  can't  send  it  to  you  without 
your  e-mail  address.  Help  us  keep  you  informed  about  Southern 
Miss  developments  by  keeping  your  updated  e-mail  address  on 
record  with  us. 

THE  EAGLE  HAS  LANDED 

Congratulations  to  Shields 
Bourne  of  Prentiss,  Miss.,  for 
submitting  the  winning  entry  in 
our  contest  to  name  the 
Association's  pre-game  tailgat- 
ing  events  at  football  road 
games.  Bourne  was  one  of  eight 
who  submitted  the  name  "Eagle  Landings"  as  part  of  the  online  con- 
test and  was  randomly  selected  as  the  winner.  The  naming  of  the 


pre-game  tailgates  was  one  of  a  number  of  recommendations  made 
by  the  Association's  Events  Committee  to  improve  the  quality  of 
these  events. 

Another  recommendation  was  that  a  nominal  S5  charge  for  food 
be  initiated  to  offset  the  cost  for  hosting  the  events  and  to  improve 
the  quality  of  the  food  served.  This  is  not  an  admission  charge  and 
will  be  collected  only  from  those  who  eat. 

I  hope  you  will  join  us  in  San  Francisco,  Birmingham,  Tuscaloosa 
and  Houston  for  these  exciting  events  as  we  root  the  Golden  Eagles 
on  to  another  victory! 

GO  GOLD! 

In  an  almost  obligatory 
manner,  I  will  end  this  mes- 
sage with  a  request.  This  fall, 
go  gold!  Southern  Miss  alum- 
nus David  Ham  and  a  group 
of  strong  Golden  Eagle  sup- 
porters have  put  countless 
hours  into  promoting  this 
campaign  encouraging  our  fans  to  wear  gold  to  Southern  Miss  ath- 
letic events.  I  promise  you  will  see  the  difference  this  effort  can 
make  if  we  all  participate.  Several  units  of  the  university  have 
joined  together  to  make  it  easy  for  you  to  purchase  a  "Go  Gold!"  T- 
shirt  or  golf  shirt  for  a  reasonable  price.  Do  your  part  to  make  The 
Rock  a  sea  of  gold  this  fall.  I  look  forward  to  seeing  you  there.  J^ 


$100  Off  Your  Next  Home  Mortgage  Loan 

Receive  a  $100  origination  fee  discount  on  any  new  home  mortgage  loan.  Certificate  requires  approval  of  a  mort- 
gage loan  application  with  Union  Planters  Bank  and  is  subject  to  applicable  underwriting  standards.  Offer  valid  for 
fixed-  and  adjustable-rate  mortgage  loans  on  owner-occupied  property.  Offer  is  not  valid  for  revolving  home  equity 
lines  of  credit  or  second  mortgages.  Certificate  is  for  one-time  use  only  and  cannot  be  combined  with  other  special 
promotions.  Offer  valid  only  at  Union  Planters  Direct  Lending  Department,  215  Forrest  Street.  Hattiesburg.  MS 
39401.  Call  601-554-2034  or  800-986-2462  ext.  2034.  Limit  one  per  household. 

Account  Number: 
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Offer  expires  03-31-03. 
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The  Polymer  Pipeline 

Petal  High  School  students  delve  into  polymer  plastics  technology  course 


A  group  of  2001  Petal  High  School  seniors  labor  over  a  design  project  that  uses  both 
engineering  ideas  and  polymers.  The  students  are  in  the  second-year  of  the  school's 
Polymer  Plastics  Technology  course. 

By  Angie  Cutrer  '92 

Go  down  Highway  42  to  Petal  and  you'll  see  that  though  you've  left 
the  city  limits  of  Hattiesburg,  a  Golden  Eagle  influence  is  just 
around  the  corner. 

Thanks  to  the  influence  of  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi, 
polymer  students  at  Petal  High  School  have  an  opportunity  to  be 
involved  in  the  Polymer  Plastics  Technology  course,  which  focuses  on 
basic  knowledge  of  Computer  Aided  Design  (CAD)  systems,  polymer 
production  and  solids  production. 

The  school-to-work  course  spans  two  years,  and  during  that  time, 
students  have  the  opportunity  to  gain  practical,  real  world  experience. 
Two  long-term  goals  of  the  program  are  to  offer  subcontract  services  to 
local  industries  and  become  involved  in  area  recycling  programs, 
according  to  Area  Development  Partnership  officials. 

"[The  course]  is  one  of  only  four  in  the  United  States,"  said 
Deborah  Reynolds,  the  Petal  Chamber  of  Commerces  executive  direc- 
tor. "These  students  job  shadow  with  companies  in  Hattiesburg  that 
deal  with  polymer  products.  These  companies  have  a  donated  15-ton 
injection  molding  machine  injection  in  the  classroom,  and  I've  heard 
that  some  of  these  students  get  out  of  high  school  and  walk  into  $17- 
$18/hour  jobs." 

The  course  is  in  its  sixth  year  and  enrollment  numbers  continue  to 
climb.  Last  year,  38  students  enrolled  in  the  course,  13  of  whom  were 
second-year  attendees. 

The  Polymer  Plastics  Technology  course  came  about  after  a  1994 
conversation  between  then-Petal  Superintendent  Dr.  William  Lewis 
and  Dr.  Shelby  Thames,  founder  of  Southern  Miss'  polymer  science 
program.  "[Thames]  was  convinced  that  Hattiesburg  and  South 
Mississippi  could  become  the  polymer  service  center  of  the  southeast 
United  States,"  Lewis  said  in  September  1997. 

And  Thames  was  right. 

"Since  USM  started  its  polymer  science  program  years  ago,  there 
have  been  many  ups  and  downs  in  the  job  market,"  Thames  said. 
"But  I  don't  remember  anytime  our  graduates  haven't  found  employ- 
ment. ...This  is  a  magnificent  opportunity  for  a  lot  of  young  people 
in  our  area." 

Thames,  a  distinguished  professor  of  polymer  science  and  now  pres- 
ident of  the  university,  founded  the  Department  of  Polymer  Science  in 
1970  with  10  students.  Thames  served  as  the  sole  faculty  member.  The 
U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture  helped  Southern  Miss  build  and  equip 
a  $19.7  million  Polymer  Science  Research  Center  in  1991;  seven  years 
later,  it  was  officially  rededicated  in  honor  of  Thames. 


The  three-story  86,000-square-foot  facility  houses  state-of-the-art 
instrumentation  for  the  department  and  the  independent  Mississippi 
Polymer  Institute,  which  directly  helps  fill  industry  training  and  con- 
sulting needs  of  more  than  400  polymer-related  industries  in  the  state. 

The  first  year  of  Petal's  polymer  science  program,  64  students  signed  up 
for  the  45  slots  in  classes.  By  February  1998,  the  polymer  science  gradu- 
ate program  at  Southern  Miss  itself  remained  among  the  nation's  best, 
according  to  U.S.  News  &  World  Report.  Southern  Miss'  program  still  is 
ranked  among  the  best,  and  that  influence  helps  with  Petal's  program. 

"Any  time  we  need  something,  we  know  we  can  contact  Southern 
Miss  and  get  help,"  said  Eddie  Spalding,  the  course's  instructor. 
"Southern  Miss  and  the  Mississippi  Polymer  Institute  are  invaluable. 
Right  now,  I  send  students  over  to  them  during  our  partnering  pro- 
gram so  the  kids  can  see  the  educational  system  as  a  part  of  poly- 
mers. I  want  them  to  also  focus  on  the  educational  aspect  and  how 
important  it  is." 

On  average,  Spalding  teaches  about  40  students  each  year — 30  are 
first  year.  He's  had  five  or  six  go  on  to  work  right  after  high  school,  but 
most  go  to  Jones  County  Junior  College  for  two-year  degrees.  This  year 
is  the  first  year  for  a  course  graduate  to  complete  the  Southern  Miss  pro- 
gram, and  Spalding  said  four  or  more  are  beginning  the  program  now. 

"Personally,  I  think  this  program  is  the  best  thing  to  come  down  the 
pipe  in  a  long  time,"  he  said.  "[The  area]  is  starting  to  get  more  indus- 
tries, and  we  need  to  produce  students  who  are  capable  and  knowl- 
edgeable. And  we're  doing  it."  SJ* 
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Alum  develops  new  method  of  studying  art's  old  masters 

By  Marie  Yarbrough 


]/  d  Ford  '84  has  been  drawing  since  he  was  in  first  grade,  but  it  wasn't  until 
[^y  college  that  he  developed  a  passion  and  curiosity  for  the  methods  other 
artists — the  great  Renaissance  artists — used  in  creating  their  masterpieces. 

Ford  got  his  start  in  1980,  when  he  enrolled  in  Southern  Miss  as  a  freshman. 
The  Mize,  Miss.,  native  said  he  had  an  overwhelming  feeling  he  was  academi- 
cally behind  the  other  students.  '"I've  got  to  catch  up,'  1  thought,"  Ford  said.  "So 
I  took  Latin,  Greek,  history  and  anatomy  to  get  myself  caught  up." 

It  was  while  studying  in  the  university's  art  department  that  Ford  found  a  pas- 
sion for  the  old  masters  of  the  Renaissance  period.  He  participated  in  Southern 
Miss'  study-abroad  program  in  Rome,  Italy,  but  credits  his  foundation  in  art  to 
Professor  Jim  Meade.  "He  used  the  old  masters  as  examples,"  Ford  said.  "He 
taught  that  we  should  learn  them  to  know  how  to  look  at  art — to  study  them." 

While  studying  the  Renaissance  masters,  Ford  became  curious  about  the 
methods  the  artists  used  to  create  their  compositions.  "It  wasn't  anything  anyone 
had  the  answer  to,"  he  said.  "The  curiosity  of  the  actual  business  of  making  the 
compositions  lead  me  to  my  master's  and  to  my  dissertation." 

After  receiving  a  bachelors  degree  from  Southern  Miss,  Ford  went  on  to  the 
University  of  Georgia  in  Athens.  He  intended  on  earning  both  a  master's  degree 
and  Ph.D.  there.  In  1988,  he  received  a  masters  degree  and  immediately  began 
work  on  a  Ph.D.  However,  when  it  was  time  to  start  his  dissertation,  there  was 
no  one  at  the  university  to  direct  it. 

A  few  years  later,  Ford  applied  to  St.  Andrews  University  in  Scotland  to  study 
with  Dr.  Martin  Kemp,  one  of  the  leading  art  historians  and  authorities  on 
Renaissance  design.  When  Kemp  transferred  to  Oxford  University,  Ford  fol- 
lowed him. 

This  spring,  he  earned  a  doctor  of  philosophy,  Trinity  Turn  from  Trinity 
College  at  Oxford  University.  For  his  dissertation,  "Interpretations  of  Marks  from 
Draughting  Tools  in  Some  Italian  Renaissance  Drawings:  Evidence  for  the  Use  of 
Geometncal  and  Numerical  Design  Systems,"  Ford  examined  evidence  left  by 


marks  of  the  tools  artists  used.  Through  an  investigative  methodology  that  he 
developed,  Ford  concluded  that  evidence  of  the  marks  leads  to  information  on 
the  artists'  design  procedures. 

Because  of  the  archaeological  evidence  that  remains,  it  was  possible  for 
Ford  to  study  the  artists'  "design  systems"  scientifically.  "What  I  came  upon 
was  a  method  of  investigation,"  Ford  said.  "Some  artists  used  tools  that  are  a 
part  of  the  geometric  system — such  as  a  compass  or  a  straightedge.  When  you 
employ  the  geometry  process  you  can  figure  out  their  composition.  The 
investigatory  method  was  to  look  at  these  marks  in  the  paper  and  unravel  the 
artist's  composition." 

For  his  dissertation,  Ford  analyzed  the  drawings  of  Antonio  Sangallo. 
Palladio,  Uccello,  Michelangelo  and  Peruzzi,  but  his  primary  focus  was  analyz- 
ing the  works  of  da  Vinci.  Ford  credits  Meade  for  his  decision  to  investigate  the 
Renaissance  artists.  "His  favorites  were  Italian  Renaissance,  and  that's  the  best 
place  to  look  for  evidence,"  he  explained.  "It  still  exists." 

These  days,  Ford  is  making  a  name  for  himself  in  the  art  community.  In 
February  2003  the  Metropolitan  Museum  of  Art  in  New  York  City  hosted  one  of 
the  largest  exhibitions  of  Leonardo  da  Vinci  drawings,  and  Ford  was  invited  to 
write  a  chapter  in  the  catalog.  Future  career  plans  are  just  as  promising.  He  wants 
to  publish  his  dissertation  in  art  history  journals  and  continue  teaching  and  pub- 
lishing his  work. 

For  now,  though,  Ford  has  been  staying  busy  as  a  stay-at-home  dad  with  his 
two  young  children.  Ford  and  his  wife  recently  moved  the  family  from  Atlanta 
to  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah. 

"It's  great  to  have  the  opportunity  to  teach  them,"  Ford  said  of  being  home 
with  his  children.  Whether  his  children  will  develop  artistic  tendencies  is  any- 
one's guess.  "My  wife  is  verbal;  I  am  visual,"  he  said.  "Neither  of  us  is 
mathematical."  £5? 


Art  historian  Ed  Ford  was  tapped  to  write  a  chapter  in  the  catalog  for  the  Metropolitan  Museum  of  Art's  recent  exhibit  of  Leonardo  da  Vinci  drawings. 
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CHARPs:  Grassroots  Militia  in  the  Fight  Against  Cancer 


By  Karen  B.  Gibbs 


Picture  this:  You're  standing  in  line  at  the  grocery  store.  The 
woman  behind  you  catches  your  eye  and  greets  you  with  a 
friendly  hello.  You  return  the  pleasantry  and  then  she  says,  "We're 
both  women.  Have  you  had  your  mammogram  done?  Have  you  had 
your  pap  smear?  " 

You've  just  met  a  Community  Health  Advisers  as  Research 
Partners,  or  CHARP.  And  you  can  thank  Southern  Miss'  Center  for 
Sustainable  Health  Outreach  for  the  blessing. 

In  April,  2000,  the  National  Cancer  Institute  awarded  a  total  of 
$60  million  in  grants  to  study  ways  to  reduce  cancer  among  18 
minority  populations.  Southern  Miss'  Center  for  Sustainable  Health 
Outreach,  in  partnership  with  the  University  of  Alabama- 
Birmingham,  was  awarded  a  $4  million  grant  to  combat  cancer 
among  the  minority  and  medically  underserved  groups  in 
Mississippi  and  Alabama.  From  that,  the  Deep  South  Network  for 
Cancer  Control  was  born. 

Operating  on  the  premise  that  cancer  awareness  and  education 
are  the  chief  weapons  needed  in  combating  the  disease  among  this 


above:  Cora  Mix,  a  Hattiesburg-area  CHARP  and  county  leader  for  the  Deep  South  Network 
for  Cancer  Control,  eyes  a  pair  of  Breast  Cancer  Awareness  Beads.  The  beads  are  an  inno- 
vative way  CHARPs  teach  women  about  the  importance  of  early  detection  in  breast  cancer, 
opposite  page:  Lillie  Willis,  left,  community  program  representative  for  the  American  Cancer 
Society,  speaks  with  CHARP  Pat  Revies. 

population,  the  Deep  South  Network  set  in  motion  its  program  to  do 
just  that.  Now  three  years  into  the  study,  the  program  has  already 
affected  a  396  percent  increase  in  the  number  of  black  and  unin- 
sured women  receiving  mammograms  and  pap  tests  in  the  Delta  and 
Hattiesburg- Laurel  areas. 

In  large  measure  we  have  the  CHARPs  to  thank  for  this  success. 
The  brainchild  of  Dr.  Agnes  Hinton,  co-principal  investigator  for  the 
Deep  South  program  in  Mississippi,  the  CHARP  model  has  proven 
itself  so  effective  that  some  of  the  17  other  recipients  of  the  National 
Cancer  Institute's  grants  have  also  decided  to  use  it. 

Nedra  Lisovicz,  investigator  for  Deep  South,  shares  the  curricu- 
lum she  helped  develop  with  other  participants  in  the  National 
Cancer  Institute  study.  Her  enthusiasm  for  the  volunteers  is  unde- 
niable. "The  CHARPs  are  Nike-footed  warriors  in  the  fight  against 
cancer,"  she  said. 
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So  how  does  it  all  work?  Essentially,  county  coordinators  go  into  a 
minority  community  and  recruit  people  who  are  naturally  caring 
and  are  already  respected  by  their  peers.  These  volunteers  attend  eight 
weekly  sessions  to  learn  about  early  cancer  detection  and  treatment. 
They  are  taught  what  outside  assistance  is  available  within  the  com- 
munity and  are  encouraged  to  forge  partnerships  with  these  agencies. 
They  are  given  tips  on  communicating  their  message,  and  because 
each  CHARP  group  is  an  independent  entity,  they  are  encouraged  to 
apply  for  not-for-profit  status  and  informed  as  to  the  grants  available 
to  them.  Then,  armed  with  knowledge,  ability  and  a  strong  sense  of 
mission,  CHARPs  are  sent  into  the  community  to  do  their  work. 

Take  Debbie  Gilbert,  for  example.  Gilbert  stumbled  upon  the 
Deep  South  Network  two  years  ago  while  retrieving  her  sons 
impounded  car  from  Southern  Miss'  campus.  Entering  the  office  of 
the  Center  for  Sustainable  Health  Outreach — the  place  Deep  South 
Network  calls  home — Gilbert  was  met  by  Arnecca  Carter,  CHARP 
county  training  coordinator.  Impressed  with  Carters  helpfulness,  the 
inquisitive  mother  of  two  asked 
about  the  Deep  South  Network.  "She 
[Arnecca]  explained  it  was  a  federal- 
ly funded  program,  and  they  were 
dealing  with  cancer  and  trying  to  get 
the  word  out  to  people,"  Gilbert  said. 

Being  a  giving  person  herself, 
Gilbert  was  interested  in  the  project 
but  wasn't  sure  she  qualified  as  a 
CHARP  candidate.  Carter  told  her 
she  only  needed  to  be  a  willing, 
good-hearted  person  who  could 
attend  the  eight  two-hour  training 
meetings.  Gilbert  attended  a  meeting 
that  night,  and  the  rest,  as  they  say,  is 
history. 

"1  think  it  was  a  blessing,"  said 
Gilbert,  who  personally  has  referred 
more  than  50  women  to  the  pro- 
gram for  mammograms  and  pap 
smears.  "I'm  a  very  caring  person.  I 

believe  in  cancer  awareness  and  trying  to  help  educate  people.  It's 
opened  doors  for  me  in  that  area,  and  I  believe  I  have  touched  peo- 
ple and  people  have  touched  me." 

This  sense  of  dedication  and  commitment  is  the  hallmark  of  every 
CHARP  They  join  the  fight  against  cancer  because  they  are  nurtur- 
ers.  They  care.  Living  in  the  community  they  serve,  they  are  aware 
of  the  particular  fears  that  confront  their  neighbors. 

"I'm  a  single  parent  raising  two  children,  working  two  jobs  with 
no  other  support  whatsoever,"  Gilbert  said.  "If  I  do  have  cancer,  how 
can  I  afford  to  take  care  of  it?  What  am  I  going  to  do  with  my  chil- 
dren if  something  happens  to  me?  You  need  someone  to  tell  you, 
'Let's  not  worry  about  all  that.  The  first  step  is  to  get  yourself 
checked.'  But  what  if  you  don't  have  money  to  get  checked?  We've 
got  programs  available  for  you.  ...Deep  South  is  always  there,  hold- 
ing your  hand  one  step  at  a  time." 

The  confidence  CHARPs  exude  comes  from  the  excellent  train- 
ing they  receive.  County  training  coordinators  Arnecca  Carter 
(Hattiesburg-Laurel)   and   Edna   Powell   and   Pam   Avery   (Delta 
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region)  recruit  oncologists,  nurses,  health  care  professionals  and 
providers  to  share  their  expertise  and  offer  support  to  the  volun- 
teers. Jennifer  Downey,  director  of  communications  at  the  Center 
for  Sustainable  Health  Outreach,  fields  CHARPs'  requests  for 
teaching  tools  and  does  her  best  to  provide  them. 

Oftentimes,  to  meet  these  needs,  the  center  has  to  be  creative. 
One  of  the  most  innovative  of  these  teaching  tools  is  the  Breast 
Cancer  Awareness  Necklace.  Its  beads  of  different  shapes  and  sizes 
are  used  in  stressing  the  importance  of  early  detection  in  breast  can- 
cer. From  tiny  beads  that  represent  lumps  found  by  mammograms 
to  the  largest  bead  representing  the  average  size  lump  found  by  one 
who  gets  neither  mammograms  nor  practices  self-examination,  it 
offers  a  visual  tool  for  CHARPs  to  use.  "Many  of  our  community  vol- 
unteers wear  their  necklace  every  day  so  they  can  use  it  as  a  teach- 
ing tool  when  talking  to  their  friends  and  neighbors  about  the 
importance  of  early  detection,"  Downey  explained. 

Another  aid  for  CHARPs  is  a  ballpoint  pen  that  displays  a  differ- 
ent teaching  point  on  breast  cancer 
each  time  the  pen  is  clicked.  A  spi- 
ral-bound laminated  book  of 
CHARP  notes  also  offers  a  more 
detailed  visual  aid.  "It's  one  way  we 
can  help  to  ensure  that  the  message 
the  community  volunteers  are  shar- 
ing is  consistent  and  accurate." 
Downey  said. 

It  follows  that  a  sense  of  cama- 
raderie develops  between  CHARPs 
and  the  professionals  with  whom 
they  interact.  That  relationship  can  be 
especially  beneficial  when  CHARPs 
find  people  who  need  immediate 
screening  but  are  told  they  have  to 
wait  months  lor  an  appointment. 
Together  with  the  doctor  or  nurse 
they  know  through  Deep  South  train- 
ing, CHARPs  can  cut  through  the 
medical  red  tape  and  schedule  an 
appointment  for  a  much  earlier  date. 

Such  boldness  comes  from  a  zealous  sense  of  mission.  CHA.RP 
Lillie  Peterson  '01  gave  proof  of  this  commitment  m  a  free  exercise 
program  she  established  in  her  community.  After  talking  to  women 
about  breast  and  cervical  cancer  and  the  importance  of  keeping  lit, 
Lillie  discovered  that  "we  have  so  many  people  out  there  who  say 
'Oh,  if  I  had  a  place  to  go  and  exercise,  I  would  do  it.'  So  from  lis- 
tening to  that,  I  started  this  exercise  program.  1  found  a  place  where 
we  could  exercise  for  free.  The  city  [of  Hattiesburg]  provides  the 
place.  We  have  free  mats.  We  exercise  bv  looking  at  \ideos.  I  get 
them  to  come,  that  way  I  can  give  them  information  and  ask  ques- 
tions." 

But  how  does  an  exercise  program  translate  into  breast  and  cervi- 
cal cancer  awareness7  It's  all  in  the  sign-in  procedure.  Peterson 
explained.  As  people  enter  their  names  on  the  sheet.  Peterson  or  one 
of  her  cohorts  tells  them  that  the  Deep  South  Network  co-sponsored 
the  program.  The  next  question  is  a  perfectly  logical  one  for  a 
CHARP:  "Have  you  ever  had  a  mammogram  or  a  pap  smear""  If  the 
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answer  is  no,  Peterson  wastes  no  time  encouraging  them  to  get  test- 
ed. Her  presentation  is  as  smooth  as  Denise  Austins  abs  and  as  effec- 
tive as  one  of  Austins  60-minute  workout  sessions. 

"I  explain  to  them  that  so  many  people,  basically  my  people,  are 
perishing  because  of  the  lack  of  knowledge,"  Peterson  said.  To  date, 
she  estimates  that  she  has  reached  more  than  50  women  with  her 
cancer  awareness  message.  Of  these,  25  percent  had  never  had  a 
cancer  screening. 

Joining  Peterson  at  the  evening  exercise  classes  is  CHARP  Marsha 
Dixson.  Marsha  and  her  husband,  Jerry,  are  pastors  with  the  Love 
Joy  Peace  Ministries  of  Petal.  A  former  special  education  teacher  and 
now  a  stylist  at  J.C.  Penney  in  Hattiesburg,  Marsha  finds  constant 
outlets  for  reaching  women  with  the  CHARP  message.  She  estimates 
that  in  the  two  years  that  she  has  been  involved  with  the  Deep  South 
Network,  she  has  reached  more  than  300  women. 

Jerry  Dixson  is  also  a  volunteer  in  the  program.  Soon  after  sign- 
ing up,  Jerry  and  Marsha  began  planning  how  they  could  use  their 
ministry  to  help  in  the  fight  against  cancer.  Since  then,  the  pair  has 
traveled  throughout  the  South,  delivering  programs  of  inspiration 
and  education  to  the  neediest  among  them.  From  adulterous  lean- 
ings to  prostate  screenings,  bumps  in  a  marriage  to  lumps  in  a 
breast,  this  dynamic  couple  interrelates  their  life-giving  messages, 
bringing  hope  to  those  once  forgotten. 

While  the  above-mentioned  volunteers  are  among  the  113 
CHARPs  from  the  Hattiesburg-Laurel  area,  343  of  their  fellow 
warriors  live  in  the  Delta.  Overseeing  the  efforts  of  those  volunteers 
is  Program  Director  Freddie  White-Johnson.  A  human  dynamo  who 
moves  fast  enough  to  be  picked  up  on  Doppler  radar,  White- 


Johnson  is  totally  committed  to  wiping  out  cancer  within  the  popu- 
lations of  Mississippi's  minority  poor.  In  fact,  after  receiving  her  mas- 
ters degree,  White-Johnson  returned  home  to  the  Delta,  where  she 
labors  tirelessly  to  bring  the  message  of  cancer  awareness  to  the 
black  community.  Laboring  for  other  peoples  lives  will  be  the  lega- 
cy of  her  future. 

And  the  future  is  what  White-Johnson  opens  up  to  her  CHARPs. 
Realizing  that  most  of  the  85  CHARPs  in  a  recent  Sidon/Greenwood 
graduation  class  had  never  even  finished  high  school,  she  was  deter- 
mined to  give  them  a  chance  to  have  a  graduation.  Rivaling  the  finest 
of  high  school  ceremonies,  this  CHARP  graduation  took  place  at 
Mississippi  Valley  State  University  and  featured  state  Senator  Alice 
Harden  '02  as  guest  speaker.  The  graduates  processed  in  style  and 
sang  'We  Are  the  World"  and  "Lean  On  Me,"  prophetic  melodies 
considering  their  new  role  in  the  community. 

It  is  this  sense  of  community  involvement  that  leads  White- 
Johnson  to  include  local  schools  in  the  CHARPs'  efforts.  After  edu- 
cating middle  school  principals  and  teachers  about  breast  and  cervi- 
cal cancer,  White-Johnson  brought  her  message  to  5th  and  6th 
graders.  Sitting  in  the  gym  or  the  auditorium,  the  students  are  intro- 
duced to  cancer  and  asked  if  they  would  like  to  be  soldiers  in  the 
fight  against  the  disease  that  claims  so  many  poor  women.  She  chal- 
lenged the  students  to  go  into  their  neighborhoods  and  get  the 
names  of  women  who  have  not  gotten  breast  exams,  mammograms 
or  pap  smears.  In  return,  students  receive  incentives  such  as  skating 
or  pizza  parties  or  gift  cards  to  Wal-Mart. 

The  project  has  proven  to  be  a  success.  In  Tchula,  for  example, 
the  60  students  from  S.Y  Marshall  School  who  participated  in  the 
project  yielded  a  combined  list  of  380  women  who  needed  cancer 
screenings.   Some  names  were  repeats,  but  ultimately,   117  new 


CHARPs  Marsha  Duncan,  left,  and  Pat  Revies  review  a  breast  cancer  teaching  tool. 


A  Delta-area  CHARP  class  on  graduation  day.  These  commencement  events  rival  the  finest 
of  high  school  ceremonies. 


THE  AWARENESS  NECKLACE  IS  USED  TO  STRESS  THE 
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women  were  given  examinations.  A  similar  program  in  ihe  local 
high  school  brought  forth  44  new  names. 

Community  involvement  is  vital.  For  instance,  radio  station 
WGRM  provides  free  public  service  announcements  about  cancer 
awareness  three  times  a  day.  The  Kappa  Alpha  Omega  chapter  of 
Alpha  Kappa  Alpha  Sorority  Inc.  and  the  Partnership  for  a  Healthy 
Leflore  County/Greenwood  Community  and  Recreation  Center 
together  sponsor  a  monthly  two-hour  call-in  radio  show  featuring 
Dr.  Groesbeck  Parham,  an  obstetrician/gynecologist/oncologist  from 
the  University  of  Alabama-Birmingham.  "The  part  I  am  playing 
through  the  radio  show  is  merely  a  supplement  to  the  great  work 
they  [Deep  South  Network]  are  doing,"  Parham  said.  "I'm  just  happy 
to  be  in  a  situation  to  be  able  to  help  my  sisters.  I  love  them,  and  I 
love  what  they  are  doing.  They  are  warriors." 

Warriors,  yes,  but  with  the  touch  of  an  angel.  That's  the  message 
on  a  sign  above  the  desk  of  another  remarkable  CHARP,  Evetter 
Hawkins,  who  manages  the  community  Cottonwood  Glen. 
Hawkins'  office  is  filled  with  commendations  and  love  tokens  from 
residents  and  friends,  which  make  it  obvious  that  the  senior  citizens 
in  this  small  community  think  of  her  more  like  a  daughter  than  a 
manager. 

The  gospel  tunes  flowing  from  the  radio  in  her  office  sing  of 
Hawkins'  spiritual  side.  Like  the  Dixsons,  Hawkins  and  her  hus- 
band, Frank,  are  evangelists  who  spread  the  message  of  cancer 
awareness  as  they  minister  to  their  congregation.  Through  talks, 
newsletters  and  radio  broadcasts,  they  reach  all  ages  with  their 
words  of  education.  In  the  two  years  she  has  been  a  CHARP, 
Hawkins  estimates  that  she  has  reached  hundreds  with  her  message. 


Since  introducing  the  CHARP  program  to  the  Cottonwood  Glen 
community,  18  residents  have  signed  up  as  volunteers. 

One  of  the  most  endearing  recruits  is  Levonzel  Peeples,  65.  who 
was  recently  crowned  Ms.  Health  Awareness  in  her  community. 
"Because  of  the  CHARP  program,  she  [Peeples]  was  able  to  detect 
her  own  cancer.  She  overcame  it  and  she's  in  remission  right  now," 
Hawkins  said  proudly. 

Parliamentarian  for  her  CHARP  group,  Peeples  said  she  believes 
what  she  learned  as  a  volunteer  saved  her  life.  "One  night  I  was  lay- 
ing in  bed  and  my  arm  fell  down  on  my  breast,  and  it  kind  of  stung 
a  little.  I  ran  in  the  bathroom  to  the  mirror  and  I  kept  rubbing  and 
1  felt  a  small  lump.  I  called  the  doctor,  and  he  saw  me  the  next  day. 
He  thought  it  was  cancer,  so  he  sent  me  to  a  [cancer]  doctor.  He  saw 
me  the  same  day.  Two  days  later  he  did  the  surgery." 

"One  reason  things  moved  so  fast  is  because  Evetter  played  a 
major  role  being  able  to  speak  and  articulate  what  had  taken  place. 
She  goes  on  the  phone  and  explains  that  this  woman  is  65  years  old, 
and  we  need  to  try  to  get  her  in.  If  you  put  her  on  the  backbumer 
she  could  die,"  White-Johnson  said. 

Giving  testimony  to  the  bond  that  develops  among  the  CHARPs. 
Peeples  looks  over  to  her  friend  kneeling  at  her  side.  "Evetter  is  my 
right  hand,"  she  said.  "You  can  tell  her  anything,  and  she'll  try  her 
best  to  do  it.  When  I  was  so  weak,  she  came  and  cleaned,  mopped 
and  everything.  I  thank  God  for  her." 

The  love  in  the  room  is  almost  palpable  as  all  eyes  watch  Peeples  get 
up  from  her  chair  and  walk  to  the  door.  With  the  Ms.  Health  Awareness 
tiara  atop  her  pretty  newly  grown  hair,  she  turned  and  smiled.  Levonzel 
Peeples  is  ready  to  face  the  world — another  Nike-footed  warrior.  J^ 


CHARP  Li  Hie  Peterson  holds  a  spiral-bound  book  containing  information  about  breast  cancer. 
The  book  is  a  handy  teaching  tool  when  CHARPs  talk  to  friends  and  neighbors  about  early 
detection. 


Evetter  Hawkins,  left,  who  has  been  a  CHARP  for  the  past  two  years,  played  a  major  role 
in  getting  CHARP  Levonzel  Peeples,  right,  immediate  medical  attention  when  Peeples  dis- 
covered a  lump  in  her  breast.  "I  thank  God  for  her,"  Peeples  said. 
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TRUE  GRIT 


By  Judy  Smith  '97,  '99 


Nix  finished  his 

career  as  the  school's 

second-leading  career 

rusher,  with  3,584 

yards— only  11  yards 

shy  of  the  record— 

and  30  touchdowns. 


Derrick  Nix  '02  seemed  to  be  living  a 
charmed  life. 

The  Southern  Miss  running  back  was  play- 
ing the  sport  he  had  loved  since  third  grade, 
and  was  on  the  same  team  where  his  older 
brother,  Tyrone,  was  an  assistant  coach.  In  his 
first  season  with  the  Golden  Eagles,  Nix 
turned  in  the  19th-best  rushing  season  by  a 
freshman  in  NCAA  history.  He  was  selected  to 
the  All-Conference  USA  team  and  was  named 
C-USA  Freshman  Player  of  the  Year.  In  1998, 
he  turned  in  consecutive  1 ,000-yard  rushing 
seasons,  as  he  ran  for  1,180  yards,  breaking  a 
50-year-old  Southern  Miss  record  for  a  fresh- 
man running  back,  and  1,054  yards  in  1999. 
He  was  the  only  player  to  rush  for  more  than 
1,000  yards  consecutively  in  the  first  two 
years  as  a  Golden  Eagle. 

The  Attala,  Ala.,  athlete  could  do  no 
wrong,  until  he  suffered  a  setback  in  2000. 

Nix  sprained  his  ankle  in  a  game  against 
Memphis,  and  the  injury  was  treated  with 
anti-inflammatory  medication.  But  the 
swelling  didn't  decrease.  Instead,  Nix's  body 
retained  fluids,  and  he  ballooned  from  227  to 
280  pounds.  A  kidney  specialist  diagnosed 
Nix  with  "membranous  glomerulonephritis 
and  prescribed  medication  to  reduce  the 
swelling.  As  a  result,  Nix  was  forced  to  sit  out 
much  of  the  2000  season. 


Once  Derrick  (far  right)  recovers,  he  will  join  brother  Tyrone  (left)  on  Southern  Miss'  coaching  staff 


Still  determined  to  play  the  game  he  loved, 
Nix  returned  for  spring  training  in  200 1 ,  but 
later  that  summer,  he  suffered  chest  pains 
when  a  potentially  fatal  blood  clot  traveled 
from  his  leg  to  his  lung.  Never  one  to  be 
deterred  from  his  goals,  Nix  received  a  med- 
ical redshirt  for  the  2001  season  so  he  could 
return  the  next  year  to  complete  his  collegiate 
career. 

Back  in  the  black  and  gold  for  the  2002 
season,  Nix  appeared  to  have  conquered  all 
his  medical  hardships.  Coaches  and  fans  alike 
were  equally  excited  to  have  No.  43  back  on 
the  field,  and  Nix,  who  appeared  to  be  in  fine 
form,  put  up  punishing  numbers  against 
opponents.  He  was  finally  getting  the  chance 
to  prove  he  was  an  athlete  to  be  reckoned 
with,  and  he  sought  to  showcase  his  skills  for 
NFL  scouts. 

And  what  a  show  it  was.  During  his  final 
season  as  a  Golden  Eagle,  Nix  put  up  another 
exemplary  year.  Even  though  he  had  painful 
shoulder  and  ankle  injuries  and  was  being 
treated  for  anemia,  he  didn't  let  that  stop  him. 
Showing  trademark  persistence,  Nix  ran  for 
139  yards  against  East  Carolina  during  the 
team's  last  regular  season  game,  racking  up  a 
total  of  1,194  yards  for  the  season  and  11 
touchdowns.  Nix  finished  his  career  as  the 
school's  second-leading  career  rusher,  with 
3,584  yards — only  11  yards  shy  of  the 
record — and  30  touchdowns. 

Nix  was  sustained  by  sheer  will  and  deter- 
mination, but  he  began  to  feel  weaker.  At  the 
end  of  the  season,  he  was  in  the  hospital  once 
again.  This  time,  Nix  and  his  family  received 
devastating  news.  Doctors  diagnosed  the  ath- 
lete with  focal  glomerulosclerosis,  a  severe 
degenerative  disease.  While  the  news  was 
bad,  it  seemed  to  get  even  worse  when  Nix 
learned  one  of  his  kidneys  was  not  function- 
ing while  the  other  was  only  operating  at  10 
percent.  Still,  there  was  more  bad  news — the 
disease  was  progressive  and  untreatable. 

Nix  said  he  was  overwhelmed  when  he 
heard  the  news.  "It  was  really  shocking,  and  I 
was  just  trying  to  understand  what  was  hap- 
pening," he  said.  "It  really  hit  me  hard  when  I 
first  found  out." 
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"No  question  about  it,  [Derrick]  has  been  an  inspiration  to 
everybody,"  said  head  coach  Jeff  Bower. 


Nix's  coaches  were  equally  stunned  by  the 
news.  "It  really  floored  everybody"  said  Head 
Football  Coach  Jeff  Bower.  "You  see  this  guy 
who  does  everything  right  and  gets  hit  by 
something  like  this.  It  doesn't  seem  fair,  but 
Derrick  is  a  strong  person  who  can  overcome 
just  about  anything." 

Initially  Nix  and  his  family  were  dis- 
traught over  the  diagnosis,  but  true  to  form, 
they  rebounded  quickly.  "[Derrick]  never 
complained  and  always  had  a  great  attitude," 
said  Athletic  Director  Richard  Giannini. 

"No  question  about  it,  he  has  been  an 
inspiration  to  everybody,"  Bower  agreed. 
"Everyone  admires  him  for  what  he's  accom- 
plished and  the  way  he  has  battled  through 
all  of  this  and  hasn't  let  the  illness  change 
him.  He's  just  been  first  class  in  the  way  that 
he  has  handled  everything." 

Nix's  optimism  and  courage  resonated 
with  the  university  and  the  Southern  Miss 
community,  and  fans  nationwide  have 
offered  their  support.  To  help  defray  the  cost 
of  Nix's  medical  bills,  the  athletic  department 
established  the  Southern  Miss  Student 
Athlete  Medical  Fund  in  his  honor.  Richard 
Vogel,  executive  director  of  the  Southern 
Miss  Eagle  Club,  said  that  while  Nix  was  the 
inspiration  for  the  medical  fund,  it  has  been 
needed  for  some  time  to  help  athletes  with 
medical  costs.  Nix  will  also  receive  proceeds 
from  the  Kristen  Bower  Golf  Tournament. 

The  support  of  the  university  and  com- 
munity has  been  humbling  to  Nix.  "It  really 
shows  that  they  care  a  lot  about  me,"  he  said. 
"They  cared  more  about  me  the  person  than 
the  athlete  out  there  carrying  the  football." 


Another  well  of  support  came  from  Nix's 
family,  who  rallied  around  their  youngest. 
"My  family  has  really  helped  me  through  all 
of  this,"  Nix  said.  "I  couldn't  have  handled  it 
by  myself.  With  them,  I  never  felt  that  1  had 
to  handle  everything  by  myself.  I  was  never 
alone  in  the  situation." 

In  fact,  as  it  became  apparent  that  Nix 
needed  a  kidney  transplant  to  survive  and  he 
began  to  undergo  dialysis  three  to  four  times 
a  week,  his  brothers  were  tested  to  see  if  their 
kidneys  were  compatible.  Marcus,  Nix's  eld- 
est brother,  was  a  perfect  match. 

"Anytime  someone  gives  you  one  of  their 
organs  to  help  you  out,  that  really  is  special," 
Nix  said.  "That  lets  you  know  how  much 
you're  loved.  You  must  really  love  that  other 
person  if  you're  willing  to  give  a  part  of  your 
body  to  him.  It  really  just  shows  how  much 
my  family  cares  about  me." 

On  June  5,  Nix  successfully  received  his 
brother's  kidney,  but  now  he  faces  the  tough- 
est challenge  of  his  life — the  long  road  to 
recovery.  While  facing  a  life-threatening  ill- 
ness may  have  devastated  many  people,  Nix 
has  not  let  being  sick  get  him  down.  "I  hope 
that  when  others  look  at  me,  they  see  that 
having  an  illness  doesn't  mean  the  end  of  the 
world,"  he  said.  "I  still  want  to  be  an  active 
person,  and  I've  got  a  lot  of  things  that  I  still 
want  to  do." 

These  days,  Nix's  plans  call  for  graduate 
school  at  Southern  Miss  and  work  as  a  grad- 
uate assistant  coach  for  the  football  team. 
Bower  said  he  would  like  to  have  Nix  on  the 
staff  by  the  fall,  but  Nix's  arrival  will  depend 
on  the  recovery  process.  "Derrick  was  an  out- 
standing leader  on  the  field,  and  I  know  he'll 


bring  that  same  leadership  and  enthusiasm  to 
coaching,"  Bower  said.  "I  can't  wait  to  have 
him  out  there  on  the  field  coaching." 

While  Nix  is  excited  about  joining  the 
Southern  Miss  coaching  staff,  he  admitted 
that  working  with  his  older  brother  might  be 
nerve-wracking  at  first.  "I'm  really  looking 
forward  to  it,  but  I  know  that  it  could  be  a 
headache  at  first  because  I  know  that  hell 
demand  a  lot,"  Nix  said  with  a  laugh. 

But  it's  sure  that  Nix  will  step  up  to  those 
demands  and  excel  in  this  new  pursuit. 
"Derrick  is  a  very  religious  person,  and  his 
faith  and  family  have  helped  him  through 
everything,"  Bower  said.  "I'm  confident  that 
he  will  excel  at  whatever  he  sets  his  mind  to. 
If  anything,  having  the  illness  has  made  him 
an  even  stronger  person.  Derrick  is  going  to 
be  a  success  at  whatever  he  puts  his  mind  to." 

For  that  determination  and  devotion.  Nix 
received  the  Heart  of  the  Eagles  Award  at  the 
2003  Black  and  Gold  game,  an  award  select- 
ed by  the  coaching  staff  for  the  player  who 
best  typifies  the  Golden  Eagle  spirit  and  ded- 
ication to  the  team.  "The  heart  of  the  Eagles — 
that's  what  he's  all  about,"  Bower  said  'You 
can  definitelv  see  where  his  heart  is."  £s* 


'The  heart  of  the  Eagles— that's  what 
he's  all  about.  You  can  definitely  see 
where  his  heart  is." 

—Coach  Jeff  Bower 
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Alumni  Association  Board  of  Directors 


The  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association  Executive  Committee  and  new 
members  of  the  board  of  directors  took  their  posts  July  1.  Board  members 
serve  a  three-year  term,  and  terms  vary  for  executive  committee  members. 
The  following  is  an  introduction  to  the  Associations  executive  committee. 

Dr.  Eugene  D.  Owens  73,  '84,  president 

Owens,  who  resides  in  Laurel,  received  his  masters  and  a 
doctorate  in  education  from  Southern  Miss  and  his  bachelors 
degree  from  Jackson  State  University.  Owens  began  his 
teaching  career  as  a  teacher  for  the  Holmes  County  School 
District,  later  moving  on  to  teach  for  the  Laurel  School 
District.  During  his  time  with  the  Laurel  School  District,  he 
served  in  several  capacities,  including  principal,  director  of  elementary 
schools,  assistant  supenntendent  and  superintendent.  He  is  currently  an 
assistant  professor  of  education  at  William  Carey  College  in  Hattiesburg. 
Owens  is  an  active  member  of  his  community  and  has  served  on  the 
board  of  directors  for  numerous  organizations,  including  Crimestoppers 
of  Jones  County;  the  Salvation  Army;  and  the  Child  Abuse  Council,  Jones 
County  Chapter.  He  is  on  the  Jones  County  Chapter  of  the  Southern  Miss 
Alumni  Association  Board  of  Directors,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees  for  the  Lauren  Rogers  Museum  of  Art. 

He  and  his  wife,  Carolyn  Phillips-Owens,  have  two  children,  Tonya  and 
Toffler,  and  one  grandchild,  Brittany.  The  Owens  attend  St.  Paul  United 
Methodist  Church  of  Laurel. 

Rex  E.  Kelly  '80,  president-elect 

Kelly  is  director  of  corporate  communications  for 
Mississippi  Power  Company,  headquartered  in  Gulfport.  He 
is  responsible  for  the  company's  advertising,  external  com- 
munications, media  relations,  employee  communications, 
video  production,  corporate  services,  community  affairs,  cre- 
ative services  and  public  relations  program.  Under  his  direc- 
tion, Mississippi  Powers  Communication  Department  has  been  named 
Communicator  of  the  Year  six  times  by  Utility  Communicators 
International  and  a  Top  10  Communicator  for  more  than  15  years. 

Kelly  has  a  long  distinguished  history  in  many  areas  of  community  and 
professional  life.  He  is  chairman  of  Leadership  Gulf  Coast,  president-elect 
of  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Alumni  Association,  a  member 
of  the  Board  of  Governors  for  the  Mississippi  Economic  Council,  and  serves 
on  the  board  of  the  M.B.  Swayze  Foundation.  Kelly  is  a  director  of  The 
Peoples  Bank  of  Biloxi,  Mississippi,  and  The  Peoples  Financial  Corporation. 
He  is  a  past  president  of  the  Public  Relations  Association  of  Mississippi 
(PRAM)  and  has  served  as  a  director  for  the  Southern  Public  Relations 
Federation.  He  received  the  2000  Professional  Achievement  Award  from 
PRAM  and  received  the  Rex  E.  Kelly  Professional  Achievement  Award  from 
the  Mississippi  Beach  Chapter  of  PRAM,  an  award  named  in  his  honor.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  USM  Foundation  Honor  Club. 

Kelly  and  his  wife,  Becky  '69,  have  two  children  and  three  grandchil- 
dren. He  is  a  member  of  First  Baptist  Church  in  Gulfport,  where  he  serves 
as  a  deacon  and  an  adult  Sunday  school  teacher. 


Danny  F.  Mitchell  70, 71,  vice  president 

Mitchell,  a  highly  regarded  public  relations  practitioner, 
received  his  bachelor's  degree  from  Southern  Miss  in  1970 
and  his  masters  degree  in  public  relations  in  1971. 
Mitchell  has  worked  as  a  public  relations  and  communica- 
tions officer  for  the  Jackson  Municipal  Separate  School 
District;  was  a  managing  partner  for  WSDL-AM  and 
WVSL-FM  in  Slidell,  La.;  served  as  assistant  director  of  public  relations 
for  the  Mississippi  University  for  Women;  and  was  a  public  relations 
consultant  for  Wilson/Mitchell  Public  Relations  in  Columbus. 


uanny  t.  mi 
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Mitchell  has  served  as  president  of  the  Public  Relations  Society  of 
America  (Mississippi  chapter),  the  Public  Relations  Association  of 
Mississippi,  Southern  Public  Relations  Federation  and  the  USM 
Foundation  Honor  Club.  He  has  presented  workshops  and  papers  at  sev- 
eral state,  regional  and  national  conferences  and  served  on  numerous 
boards  of  directors  for  various  civic  and  nonprofit  organizations  including 
the  Mississippi  Economic  Council,  American  Red  Cross  (Mississippi), 
Family  Services  Association  and  many  others. 

Mitchell  is  currently  the  chairman  and  chief  executive  officer  of 
GodwmGroup  in  Jackson. 

Edward  J.  "Ed"  Langton  70,  past  president 

Langton,  a  business  administration  major,  is  currently 
chairman  of  the  board  and  CEO  for  Grand  Bank  of 
Hattiesburg.  He  is  also  the  founder,  chairman  and  CEO  of 
Mortgage  Funding  Corporation,  and  is  founder  and  chair- 
man of  IF-I  Foundation,  a  nonprofit  charitable  foundation. 
Additionally,  he  serves  as  director  of  the  Pine  Burr  area  Boy 
Scouts  of  America  Executive  Board. 

Langton  was  1995-96  president  and  is  a  past  director  of  the  USM 
Foundation,  where  he  served  on  the  Nomination  and  Bylaw  Committee, 
the  Executive  Committee,  and  was  chairman  of  the  Honors  Club  (1993- 
94)  and  vice  president  (1994-95).  Langton  served  as  vice  president  and 
president  for  the  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association.  He  is  a  director  and 
past  chairman  (1995-99)  of  the  Advisory  Board  of  the  DuBard  School  for 
Language  Disorders  and  has  been  its  fund-raising  campaign  chairman 
since  1990. 

Langton  has  received  numerous  awards,  including  the  1997  Non- 
Rotarian  Paul  Harris  Fellow  Award  and  the  2000  Silver  Beaver  Award, 
given  by  the  Pine  Burr  Area  Council  of  Boy  Scouts  of  America. 

He  and  his  wife,  Lynda  Mathews  Langton  74,  have  two  children,  Lance 
and  Lauren.  They  attend  First  Baptist  Church  in  Hattiesburg. 

Morgan  McCarty  '90,  Finance  Committee  chair 

McCarty  is  executive  vice  president  of  Union  Planters 
Bank,  N.  A.  and  the  president  and  CEO  of  Union  Planters 
Mortgage  Inc.,  a  division  of  Union  Planters  Bank. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  Mississippi  Mortgage  Bankers 
Association.  A  1990  graduate  who  received  his  degree  in 
banking  and  finance,  McCarty  is  a  also  member  of  the  USM 
Student  Hall  of  Fame. 

Active  in  community  affairs,  he  is  currently  a  member  of  the  Optimist 
Club,  serves  on  the  Sigma  Chi  Fraternity  House  Corporation  and  is  a 
member  of  Temple  Baptist  Church  in  Oak  Grove.  McCarty  and  his  wife, 
Angela,  have  three  children:  Kent,  Kirk  and  Graham.  The  couple  is  expect- 
ing a  fourth  child  in  August. 

Following  is  an  introduction  of  new  members  of  the 
board  of  directors. 

Walter  W.  Denton  '96,  '97 

A  native  Mississippian,  Denton  graduated  from  Southern 
Miss  with  a  bachelor's  degree  in  speech  communication  and 
a  master's  degree  in  public  relations. 

Currently,  Denton  is  employed  as  an  account  executive 
with  GodwinGroup,  where  he  manages  the  Trustmark 
National  Bank  and  Mississippi  Development 
Authority/Division  of  Economic  Development  accounts.  He  also  man- 
ages the  Mississippi  Development  Authority/Nissan  North  America  mar- 
keting partnership  regarding  Nissan's  investment  of  a  new  $1.4  billion 
facility  in  Canton. 
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Before  coming  to  GodwinGroup,  Denton  worked  in  economic  and  com- 
munity development  with  the  Metro  Atlanta  Chamber  of  Commerce,  then  as 
executive  director  of  The  Partnership,  an  economic  development  and  cham- 
ber-based organization  serving  Prescott,  Ark.,  and  Nevada  County,  Ark. 

Over  the  past  two  years  as  account  executive,  these  accounts  have 
received  13  awards  from  the  American  Economic  Development  Council 
(AEDC),  the  International  Economic  Development  Council  (1EDC),  the 
Southern  Economic  Development  Council  (SEDC)  and  the  Tellys. 

Denton  and  his  wife,  Courtney,  reside  in  Jackson. 

Bernard  Green  '94 

Green,  who  received  his  bachelors  degree  in  business 
administration  from  Southern  Miss,  is  the  president  and 
owner  of  Bernard  Green  Insurance  Inc.  in  Hattiesburg.  He  is 
also  managing  partner  of  the  Property  Centre,  LLC.  Over  the 
course  of  his  career,  he  has  garnered  accolades,  including 
Top  Allstate  Agent  in  Mississippi  (2000-2001)  and  Life 
Leader  Award  (1998-2001). 

An  active  member  of  his  community,  Green  is  deacon  at  West  Point 
Baptist  Church,  ambassador  of  the  Area  Development  Partnership,  and  a 
member  of  the  United  Way  Funds  Distnbution  Committee.  He  is  on  the 
board  of  directors  for  the  American  Red  Cross  and  the  Salvation  Army 
Boys  &  Girls  Club,  of  which  he  also  serves  as  treasurer. 

Green  is  involved  with  the  National  Association  of  Insurance  &  Financial 
Advisors  and  the  Hattiesburg  Area  Association  of  Realtors.  He  is  also  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Kappa  Alpha  Psi  Fraternity  Hattiesburg  alumni  chapter. 

Green  and  his  wife,  Tonya,  have  two  daughters — Ieesha,  12,  and 
Raegan,  4. 

Curt  L  Hebert  Jr.  '85 

After  a  lengthy  career  as  a  government  energy  regulator  at 
both  the  federal  and  state  levels,  Hebert  joined  Entergy 
Corporation  as  executive  vice  president,  external  affairs,  on 
September  1,  2001.  His  responsibilities  include  supervision 
of  the  company's  system  and  federal  government  relations, 
system  regulatory  affairs,  external  and  internal  communica- 
tions, and  corporate  contribution  functions. 

Prior  to  joining  Entergy,  Hebert  served  four  years  as  a  presidential  appointee 
to  the  Federal  Energy  Regulatory  Commission.  During  Heberts  service  as  a 
member  and  later  chairman,  FERC  was  active  in  the  restructuring  of  the  elec- 
tric utility  and  natural  gas  pipeline  industries  to  promote  competition. 

Before  going  to  Washington,  Hebert  was  chairman  of  the  Mississippi 
Public  Service  Commission  and  a  leader  of  the  Mississippi  Legislature.  He 
served  in  the  Mississippi  House  of  Representatives  from  1987-1992,  and 
dunng  that  time  chaired  both  the  House  Oil  and  Gas  Committee  and  the 
House  Ways  and  Means  Severance  Subcommittee.  In  1992  Hebert  was 
appointed  by  Gov.  Kirk  Fordice  to  the  Mississippi  Public  Service 
Commission.  At  age  29,  he  was  the  youngest  public  service  commission- 
er in  the  nation  and  the  youngest  in  Mississippi's  history.  He  was  elected 
to  a  second  term  on  the  commission  in  1995  and  served  as  the  commis- 
sions chairman  in  1994-96 

Hebert,  a  native  of  Pascagoula,  Miss.,  is  a  board  member  of  the 
Interstate  Natural  Gas  Association  of  America  and  a  member  of  the 
Natural  Gas  Council.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Mississippi  Bar  and  the 
Energy  Bar  Association. 

He  and  his  wife,  Virginia,  have  two  daughters  and  one  son.  They  live  in 
Mandeville. 

William  G.  "Billy"  Hewes  III  '84 

Hewes,  who  resides  in  Gulfport,  is  current  serving  as  sen- 
ator of  Mississippi's  District  49,  a  position  he  has  held  since 
1992.  Presently  he  is  chair  of  the  Senate  Ports  and  Marine 
Resources  Committee  and  is  on  the  board  of  directors  for  the 
National  Conference  of  Insurance  Legislators.  He  has  been 
active  in  several  organizations,  including  the  American 
Legislative  Exchange  Council  (ALEC),  the  Gulf  States  Marine  Fisheries 
Council  and  the  Southern  Regional  Education  Board.  Hewes  has  earned 


several  accolades,  including  being  named  ALEC  Outstanding  Legislator 
of  the  Year  (1996),  Outstanding  Coast  Legislator  by  the  Gulf  Coast 
Conservation  Association  (200 1 ),  and  Conservation  Legislator  of  the  Year 
by  the  Mississippi  Wildlife  Federation  (1993). 

In  addition  to  his  political  career,  Hewes  is  also  a  successful  real  estate 
broker  and  insurance  agent.  He  owns  Billy  Hewes  III  Insurance 
Agency/Billy  Hewes  Real  Estate  and  has  earned  the  LUTCF  and  GRI  pro- 
fessional designations. 

An  active  member  of  the  Southern  Miss  community,  Hewes  is  past 
president  of  the  Southern  Miss  Harrison  County  alumni  chapter.  He  was 
honored  with  the  USM  Best  Citizen  Award  and  was  named  to  the  USM 
Hall  of  Fame. 

Hewes  and  his  wife,  Paula,  have  four  children — Katie,  Sarah  Margaret. 
Gardner  and  Samuel. 

Scott  A.  Leslie  '88,  '93 

Leslie,  a  resident  of  Ocean  Spnngs,  Miss.,  received  a 
bachelor's  degree  in  marketing  and  a  master's  degree  in 
accounting  from  Southern  Miss.  Currently,  he  is  a  senior 
accountant  with  Ingalls  Shipbuilding. 

Active  within  his  community,  Leslie  is  a  third-degree 
member  of  the  Knights  of  Columbus  at  St.  Alphonsus 
Catholic  Church  in  Ocean  Springs  and  is  a  counselor  for  Columbian 
Squires.  Additionally,  he  is  a  past  president  of  the  Jackson  Count}"  alum- 
ni chapter. 

He  and  his  wife,  Ann,  are  members  of  St.  Elizabeth  Seton  Catholic 
Church. 

Rebecca  Smart  Montague  '94 

A  resident  of  Hattiesburg,  Montague  received  her  bache- 
lor's degree  in  English  from  Southern  Miss  and  her  master's 
degree  in  fiction  writing  from  Johns  Hopkins  University. 
Currently,  she  is  an  English  instructor  at  Jones  County 
Junior  College  in  Ellisville,  Miss. 

A  member  of  Trinity  Episcopal  Church,  Montague  is  also 
involved  in  United  Way  of  Southeast  Mississippi,  Amencan  Heart 
Association  Ladies'  Century  Club,  Pine  Belt  Boys  and  Girls  Club,  and 
Mississippi  Big  Brothers  Big  Sisters. 

Montague,  who  comes  from  a  Southern  Miss  family,  also  devotes  time 
to  her  alma  mater.  She  is  a  lifetime  member  of  the  Alumni  Association  and 
an  avid  Golden  Eagle  football  fan  and  Eagle  Club  member.  Additionally, 
she  served  on  the  Honors  College  Recruitment  Focus  Group.  She  and  her 
husband,  Doug,  are  members  of  the  Partners  for  the  Arts  and  the  LSM 
Foundation's  Honor  Club  and  Founders'  Society. 

Montague  has  one  daughter,  Kelli  Cetalu.  who  is  a  student  at  Southern 
Miss,  as  are  her  two  stepsons,  Brett  and  Douglas. 

Benjamin  "Benny"  Waddle  Jr.  '82 

^-_^      ^        Hattiesburg  resident  Benny  Waddle  received  a  bachelors 

|*^  )  degree  in  accounting  from  Southern  Miss  A  certified  public 
I   accountant,   he   received   his   master's   degree   from   the 

*^  ,  Louisiana  State  University  Graduate  School  of  Banking. 
j    ^kcfJHl    Currently  Waddle  is  senior  \ice  president  and  manager  o! 

M&BI  business  banking  for  Hancock  Bank. 

An  active  member  of  his  community.  Waddle  is  a  board  member  of  the 
YMCA  and  the  Kiwanis.  Additionally,  he  is  a  trustee  for  Parkwav  Heights 
United  Methodist  Church.  In  1992.  he  was  named  one  of  Hattiesburg's 
Leaders  of  a  New  Century 

Waddle  also  devotes  time  to  his  alma  mater,  serving  as  a  board  mem- 
ber of  the  Eagle  Club  and  the  Hattiesburg  Metro  alumni  chapter.  He  is 
also  a  member  of  the  USM  Foundation's  Associates  for  Excellence.  In 
1997,  the  Alumni  Association  honored  Waddle  with  the  Outstanding 
Service  Award. 

Waddle  is  married  to  the  former  Pam  Gillespie  "S3  The  couple  has  two 
children — Amanda.  10.  and  Benjamin,  S  Eft 
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New  Life  Members 

Elena  J.  Tate 

Michael  G.  Jordan 

Derek  Rose  &  Elizabeth  Montgomery 

Marvin  Edward  Hetherington 

James  Michael  Cook 

James  Randall  Ramsey 

Danny  &  Patricia  Mitchell 

Wayne  &  Vicki  Adkison 

Kathryn  Anne  Ballantyne 

Lenrose  K.  Fears 

Kristi  Lynn  McLaurin 

Albert  Khalil  Dahouk 

Jackie  Rutland  Lott 

Mark  Clifton  McGee 

Timothy  &  Lisa  Hanberry 

Angela  Ashker  Boackle 

Alan  Dale  Lahr 

Bruce  Alan  Lang 

John  Madison  Guice 

Amanda  Collins  Love 

Jason  &  Alisa  Bennett 

Donald  Richard  Middleton 

Rashad  &  Donna  Ali 

George  Mark  Magee 

Michael  D.  Pelts 
L.  Vane  Carroll,  Jr. 

Aline  M.  Ward 

Tom  &  Pat  O'Shields 

Robert  &  Virginia  Hembry-Grubb 

Mickey  &r  Julie  Marshall 

William  L.  Horahan 

Freddie  L.  Jones 

Khristin  Darcel  Perkins 

Nicholas  &  Dianne  Revon 

William  &  Theresa  Banks 

Raymond  &  Michelle  VanNorman 

Richard  Kent  Trusty 

Buford  Charles  &  Anita  Barr  Blount 

Donald  &  Helen  Pulliam 

Bobby  &  Jana  Ferrell 

Lowery  &  Pat  Woodall 

Debbie  Carol  Floyd 

Todd  &  Kristen  Kern 

Russell  &  Donna  Cloy 

donell  pankonin  faggard 

John  Todd  Gregory 

Mary  Beth  Perry  Cole 

John  Howard  McCann,  Jr. 

Greg  &  Amy  Garraway 

Corbett  Wayne  Boyd 

Terry  &  Naomi  Jordan 

Kenneth  &  Rebecca  Duff 

Elizabeth  R.  Francis 


The  Legacy  Corner 

With  the  addition  of  nine  new  board  members  and  a  slew  of  activities  planned 
for  the  upcoming  semester,  The  Legacy  is  prepared  for  a  busy  fall. 

The  "keepers  of  the  traditions"  will  kick  off  the  new  school  year  by  hosting  the 
freshman  class'  rite  of  passage — the  annual  painting  of  the  Eagle  Walk  during 
Premiere  Weekend.  This  exciting  tradition  will  be  fully  led  and  supported  by  The 
Legacy  for  the  first  time  ever.  "As  'keepers  of  the  traditions,'  The  Legacy  will  con- 
tinue to  make  an  imprint  on  what  its  role  is  here  at  Southern  Miss,"  said  Dawn 
Smith,  Legacy  adviser. 

Following  Premiere  Weekend,  the  group  will  focus  on  its  annual  membership 
drive,  and  members  said  they  hope  to  surpass  the  previous  years'  membership 
numbers.  Additionally,  currently  in  the  planning  stages  is  The  Legacy  board  retreat, 
where  members  will  participate  in  teambuilding  activities  and  receive  the  group's 
manual  and  strategic  plan. 

During  the  first  weeks  of  school — prior  to  the  first  home  football  game — The 
Legacy  will  also  lead  students  in  the  second  annual  T-shirt  trade  and  burning.  Over 
the  course  of  a  few  weeks,  students  can  trade  in  their  T-shirts  from  other  colleges 
and  universities  for  a  Southern  Miss  T-shirt  or  hat.  At  the  first  Friday  Night  at  the 
Fountain  pep  rally,  selected  items  from  the  trade  will  be  burned.  According  to 
Smith,  the  swap  helps  build  student  support  for  Southern  Miss.  £|> 


Chapter  Honors  Scholarship  Recipients 


The  South  Central 
Mississippi  Alumni  Chapter 
has  selected  five  area  high 
school  students  to  receive  a 
$500  scholarship.  This  year's 
winners  are,  from  left, 
Shawn  Bunkheila  of  North 
Forrest  High  School,  Justin 
Harvison  of  Petal  High 
School,  Zachary  Riley  of 
Sumrall  High  School,  Candice 
Johnson  of  Forrest  County 
Agricultural  High  School,  and 
Amy  Herrin  of  Oak  Grove 
High  School. 


ON  GAME  DAY . . . 


"GO  GOLD"  TSHIRTS  ARE  NOW 
AVAILABLE  FOR  ONLY  $10. 
POLO  SHIRTS  ARE  AVAILABLE 
FOR  $34.  GET  YOUR  OFFICIAL 
GAME  DAY  APPAREL  AT  THE 
FOLLOWING  LOCATIONS: 

•  Ogletree  Alumni  House 

•  Campus  Book  Mart 

•  Southern  Miss  Bookstore 

•  Ashley's  Sporting  Goods 

Southern  Miss  to  the  Top! 
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CHAD  WILLIAMS 


NO.  49  •  SAFETY 


Selected  in  the  sixth  round  of  the  draft, 
Chad  Williams  has  been  with  the 
Baltimore  Ravens  since  joining  the  NFL 
in  2002.  He  is  known  as  an  intense  hitter 
with  exceptional  speed  and  provides  a 
hard-hitting  boost  to  the  Ravens'  special 
teams.  In  2001,  while  at  Southern  Miss, 
The  National  Sports  Bureau  named  him 
to  the  All-America  third  team;  that  same 
year,  he  was  an  All-Conference  USA  first- 
team  choice.  In  2000,  he  earned  an  All- 
America  honorable  mention  and  was  the 
All-Conference  USA  first-team  choice  by 
the  Sports  Xchange.  As  a  Golden  Eagle, 
he  was  an  unquestioned  leader  of  the 
Southern  Miss  defense  and  was  regarded 
as  the  hardest-hitting  safety  in  the  colle- 
giate ranks.  Williams  holds  the.  school 
record  for  forced  fumbles  in  a  game  and 
season.  This  three-year  starter  finished 
his  career  at  Southern  Miss  with  303 
tackles  (188  solos),  10  sacks  for  minus- 
61  yards  and  15  stops  for  losses  of  80 
yards.  He  also  caused  six  fumbles  during 
his  time  with  the  Golden  Eagles.  S3 


Golden  Eagles  Unveil  New  Football  Uniforms 

The  Southern  Miss  Department  of 
Athletics  recently  unveiled  its  new  foot- 
ball uniforms,  which  feature  the  univer- 
sity's new  gold  as  well  as  the  athletic 
department's  new  logo. 

The  color  and  look  of  the  teams  uni- 
forms have  changed  several  times  over 
the  years.  For  example,  football  used 
yellow  gold  in  the  uniforms  until  the 
early  1990s,  when  Vegas  Gold  was  intro- 
duced and  had  been  used  until  now. 
Basketball,  baseball  and  other  athletic 
teams  used  Vegas  Gold  in  their  uniforms  over  the  last  several  years  as  well. 

In  2000,  the  department  decided  its  athletic  programs  were  inconsistent  in  the 
color  and  overall  look  of  the  uniforms  as  well  as  in  the  application  of  logos.  Since 
then,  efforts  have  been  under  way  to  make  consistent  all  uniforms  and  printed  mate- 
rials as  well  as  the  departments  overall  look. 

In  the  spring  and  summer  of  2001,  focus  groups  composed  of  fans,  donors,  the 
business  community,  faculty  and  members  of  the  athletic  department  were  estab- 
lished to  study  the  colors  of  the  uniforms  and  the  look  of  the  logo.  When  making 
their  decision,  the  groups  considered  the  tradition  and  the  personality  of  Southern 
Miss  athletics  teams. 


Norman  Claims  NCAA 
Mideast  Regional  High 
Jump  Title 

Cedric  Norman  claimed  his  ninth 
high  jump  title,  finishing  first  at  the 
2003  NCAA  Mideast  Regional  with  a 
height  of  7T".  He  has  won  all  nine 
competitions  he  has  competed  m 
during  the  outdoor  season. 

Norman  is  coming  off  a  personal, 
school  and  conference  record  jump 
of  7'5.25"  at  the  2003  Conference 
USA  Outdoor  Championship. 

The  women's  4x1 00-meter  relay 
team  (Prudence  Reid,  Kasey  House, 
Candi  Johnson,  Angela  Johnson)  just 
missed  qualifying  for  the  finals,  fin- 
ishing ninth  overall  with  a  time  of 
45.99.  Other  Golden  Eagles  compet- 
ing in  the  regional  were  javelin 
throwers  Jeb  Meschke  and  Conrad 
Chanove,  women's  high  jumpers  Kate 
Juedes,  Krista  Miller  and  Sabrina 
Norwood. 


Three  Golden  Eagles  Taken  in 
First  Day  of  MLB  Draft 


Jeff  Cook 

■  Southern  Miss  had  three  players  draft- 
ed on  the  first  day  of  the  2003  Major 
League  Baseball  Draft — outfielders  Jeff 
Cook  and  Clint  King  and  pitcher  Bob 
McCrory. 

King,  the  first  Golden  Eagle  selected. 
went  to  the  Chicago  White  Sox  as  the 
15th  pick  in  the  third  round.  He  was  the 
82nd  player  taken  overall.  McCrory  was 
selected  by  the  Baltimore  Orioles  as  the 
seventh  pick  in  the  fourth  round,  the 
104th  player  taken  overall.  Cook  went 
to  the  Arizona  Diamondbacks  as  the 
29th  pick  m  the  fifth  round,  the  156th 
selection,  overall. 

The  trio  helped  lead  Southern  Miss  to 
a  47- lo  record.  Conference  USA  regular 
season  and  tournament  championships. 
a  host  role  in  the  NCAA  Tournament 
and  into  the  finals  of  the  Hattiesburg 
Regional,  and  earned  a  host  of  All- 
American  awards  and  the  highest 
national  rankings  ever  enjoyed  bv  the 
Golden  Eagle  program. 
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Football  Collection  Available  on 
Video,  DVD 

Southern  Miss  football  fans  can  experience 
again  some  of  the  greatest  moments  in  Golden 
Eagle  football  history  with  the  release  and  sale  of 
the  Southern  Miss  Football  collection  on  VHS 
and  DVD. 

This  collection  features  the  football  highlights 
and  recruiting  videos  produced  for  Southern  Miss  athletics  from  1973  to  2002,  plus  a  newly 
produced  video  honoring  the  1958  UPI  College  Division  National  Championship  team. 

All  the  way  through  the  Southern  Miss  video  collection,  the  Golden  Eagle  fans  also  can 
relive  magical  moments  such  as  the  1977  victory  over  Ole  Miss  in  a  driving  rainstorm;  the 
extraordinary  1980  and  1981  seasons  led  by  Sammy  Winder,  Reggie  Collier,  Marvin 
Harvey  and  the  Nasty  Bunch  defense;  Winder's  legendary  dive;  1982's  win  at  Tuscaloosa 
over  Bear  Bryant  and  Alabama,  snapping  the  Tide's  56-game  home  winning  streak;  Brett 
Favre's  1989  Miracle  of  Louisville;  the  1996,  1997  and  1999  Conference  USA  champi- 
onships and  bowl  wins  over  Pittsburgh  and  TCU;  and  many,  many  more. 

The  videos  and  DVDs  may  be  ordered  by  individual  seasons  or  a  complete  package  of 
the  30  available  videos.  The  1982  to  2002  seasons  are  $25  each  for  video  and  $35  each 
for  DVD,  while  videos  prior  to  the  1982  season  sell  for  $75  each,  while  DVDs  are  $85.  A 
complete  set  of  the  offered  videos  is  $750,  and  a  complete  set  of  DVDs  is  $1,000. 

A  limited  number  of  the  videos  will  be  available  through  the  University  Bookstore  and 
the  ticket  office  at  the  Pat  Ferlise  Center.  Fans  may  also  make  use  of  the  order  form  to 
begin  collecting  their  own  home  video  library  of  Southern  Miss  classics. 

Golden  Eagles  to  Host  2005  C-USA  Tourney 

■  The  Conference  USA  Baseball  Tournament  will  return  to 
Pete  Taylor  Park  in  2005,  with  Southern  Miss  serving  as  the 
host  institution.  The  double-elimination  tournament  will  run 
from  May  25-  29,  2005. 

"We  are  delighted  to  be  returning  to  Hattiesburg  in  2005  for  this  event,"  said 
Conference  USA  Commissioner  Britton  Banowsky.  "Southern  Miss  has  a  terrific  facili- 
ty and  outstanding  support  that  will  make  this  tournament  a  tremendous  showcase  for 
C-USA  baseball." 

In  late  spring,  Southern  Miss  drew  record  crowds  to  watch  the  NCAA  regional  tour- 
nament. USM  sold  out  the  three-day  regional,  including  standing  room-only  tickets. 


C-USA  Announces  Tie-In  With 
Fort  Worth  Bowl 

■  Conference  USA  has  reached  a  multi-year 
agreement  with  the  Fort  Worth  Bowl  to 
provide  a  team  for  its  annual  game  begin- 
ning with  the  inaugural  2003  contest.  The 
C-USA  representative  will  play  an  opponent 
from  the  Big  12  Conference  at  Amon  G. 
Carter  Stadium,  home  of  Texas  Christian 
University. 

The  inaugural  Fort  Worth  Bowl  will  be 
played  December  23  at  6:30  p.m.  CST 
and  will  be  televised  by  ESPN.  The  agree- 
ment gives  C-USA  five  bowl  tie-ins  for  the 
2003  season. 

The  champion  of  Conference  USA  plays 
in  the  AXA  Liberty  Bowl  in  Memphis.  C- 
USA's  other  bowl  agreements  are  with  the 
GMAC  Bowl  in  Mobile,  Ala.,  the  ConAgra 
Foods  Hawaii  Bowl  (which  is  also  owned 
and  operated  by  ESPN)  and  the  New 
Orleans  Bowl. 

Castleman  Signs 
Free  Agent  Contract 

■  Pitcher  Stephen  Castleman 
has  signed  a  free  agent  con- 
tract with  the  Colorado 
Rockies.  He  reported  to  the 
Rockies'  Class  "A"  affiliate  in 
Pasco,  Wash.,  the  Tri  City 
Dust  Devils. 

Castleman  finished  with  an  8-2  record  and  a 
4.14  ERA  in  95.2  innings  pitched  as  a  senior  at 
Southern  Miss  this  past  season.  He  struck  out  75 
batters  and  walked  36.  Over  his  last  seven  starts, 
Castleman  was  5-1  with  a  2.95  ERA  in  42.2 
innings  pitched.  He  struck  out  34  and  walked  18. 
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2003  Football  Schedule 

Date 

Opponent 

Location 

Time/Result 

Aug  30 

California 

Berkeley,  Calif. 

3  p.m.  (CST) 

Sep  4 

UAB 

(ESPN2) 

Birmingham,  Ala. 

6:30  p.m. 

Sep  13 

Memphis 

Hattiesburg,  Miss. 

6  p.m. 

Sep  25 

Nebraska 

Hattiesburg,  Miss. 

6:30  p.m. 

(ESPN) 

Oct  4 

Cincinnati 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 

6  p.m. 

Oct  11 

Alabama 

Tuscaloosa,  Ala. 

2  p.m. 

Oct  25 

South  Florida 

Hattiesburg,  Miss. 

2  p.m. 

Nov  1 

Louisiana- 

Hattiesburg,  Miss. 

2  p.m. 

Lafayette 

(Homecoming) 

Nov  8 

Houston 

Houston,  Texas 

4  p.m. 

Nov  15 

Tulane 

Hattiesburg,  Miss. 

2  p.m. 

Nov  20 

TCU  (ESPN) 

Hattiesburg,  Miss. 

6:30  p.m. 

Nov  29 

East  Carolina 

Greenville,  N.C.  1 

p.m.  (CST) 

Boldfaced 

games  are  Conference  USA  games 
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Circle  of  Champions  Program  Maintains  Momentum 

Local  Hattiesburg  attorney  E  Marvin  Morris  III  and  Kevin  Giddis  of 
Memphis  have  joined  the  prestigious  Circle  of  Champions  program,  a 
group  of  dedicated  Southern  Miss  supporters  whose  vision  is  to  move 
our  athletic  facility  construction  program  to  an  even  keel  with  all  pro- 
grams nationwide.  Both  donors  have  pledged  a  minimum  commitment 
of  $100,000  over  a  10-year  period. 

Kevin  is  the  managing  director  of  fixed  income  capital  markets  and 
head  of  retail  trading  for  Morgan  Keegan  &  Co.  in  Memphis.  He  and 
his  wife,  Jamie,  have  been  longtime  supporters  of  the  athletic  program, 
and  Kevin  attended  Southern  Miss  on  a  golf  scholarship  from  1979-81 . 

Summer  Activities  Garner  Great  Support 

Whether  eating  dinner  at  Brett  and  Deanna  Favre's  home  or  playing  at 
one  of  the  many  stops  of  the  Jeff  Bower  golf  tour,  Southern  Miss  fans 
had  a  wonderful  summer. 


left:  Ron  Hickman,  former  USM  golfer  and 
general  manager/owner  of  Timberton  Golf 
Club,  with  PGA  Tour  standout  Glen  Hnatiuk 


Summer  Golf 


Reggie  Collier  and  Adalius  Thomas  at 
the  Kristen  Bower  Golf  Outing 


At  the  Kristen  Bower  Golf  Outing  in 
Atlanta,  USM  Coaches  Shelton  Gandy,  Dave 
Warner  and  Rip  Scherer  with  former  USM 
coach  and  current  East  Carolina  head 
Coach  John  Thompson 


Southern  Miss  fans  enjoy  a  getaway 
at  Grand  Time,  hosted  by  the  Grand 
Casino,  Biloxi.  Chuck  Kendrick,  Leigh 
Ann  Warner,  Gene  Gibson,  Debbie 
Bower,  Gary  Parr  and  Jeff  Bower 
(from  left). 


Having  a  "Grand  Time"  is  (from  left) 
Sammy  Winder,  Linda  Hudson,  Ricky 
Floyd  and  Mickey  Hudson. 


Donors  to  Southern  Miss  Athletics  gathered  June  14  at  the  home  of 
Brett  and  Deanna  Favre  for  a  fund-raising  event  benefiting  the  Southern 
Miss  Athletic  Foundation.  Head  football  Coach  Jeff  Bower,  former 
Golden  Eagle  standout  Reggie  Collier  and  other  members  of  the  foot- 
ball coaching  staff  were  on  hand  to  greet  guests.  Live  music,  hors  d'oeu- 
vres,  and  a  silent  auction  topped  off  the  evenings  festivities.  Proceeds 
from  the  event  benefit  renovations  to  the  football  practice  field. 


left:  Pat  and  Rosalie  Ferlise  with  Brett 
Favre  and  Jeff  Bower. 


This  is  really  a  "stacked  team:"  Steve 
Moore,  David  Rimes,  Robert  Fagan  and 
Greg  Moore  (from  left). 


right:  This  team  needs  help.  Dr.  Lamar 
Gillespie,  Bill  Martin,  Bobby  Collins,  Fred 
Hatten,  Billy  Hewes  (from  left)  and  Eagle 
Club  graduate  assistant  Laura  Furko 
(kneeling). 


The  perfect  description  of  a  "stacked  team:" 
Jeff  Bower,  Gary  Parr,  Chuck  Kendrick,  Gene 
Gibson  Todd  and  Kim  Bradley  (from  left) 


Serving  our  Country 


Richard  Giannini,  Kyle  Roane  and  Tim 
Floyd,  the  new  Hornets  head  coach,  eat 
with  airmen  of  Keesler  Air  Force  Base. 


T.J.  Slaughter  with  the  airmen 


Champions  Tour  Star  Doyle  Returns  to  Hattiesburg 

The  2003  James  Ray  Carpenter  Golf  Endowment  Golf  Tournament 
took  place  July  18  at  Hattiesburgs  own  Timbenon  Golf  Club,  current- 
ly ranked  as  a  Golf  Digest  41/2  star  golf  course.  The  tournament  fea- 
tured Champions  Tour  star  Allen  Doyle,  whose  daughter  Enn  played 
on  the  Lady  Eagle  golf  team. 

This  was  Aliens  fourth  appearance  in  Hattiesburg.  He  was  on  hand  to 
honor  Carpenter,  a  former  president  ot  the  PGA  of  America,  a 
Hattiesburg  legend  and  a  member  of  the  Mississippi  Sports  Hall  of 
Fame  and  the  Southern  Miss  "M"  Club  Hall  of  Fame. 
This  years  tournament  was  hosted  by  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Mike  Molleston. 
Because  Doyle  represented  the  Adams  Golf  Company,  the  company 
assumed  the  role  of  secondary  sponsor. 

Other  presenting  sponsors  were  the  Hawthorn  Suites  ot  Hattiesburg, 
Grand  Casino,  Biloxi,  the  Palace  Casino  Resort,  Sam's  Town  of  Tunica, 
Coca-Cola,  Stokes  Distnbuting  Company,  Legg  Mason  and  Outback 
Steakhouse. 


James  Ray  Carpenter  with  Allen  Doyle 
and  Lee  Trevino  at  the  2003  Emerald 
Coast  Classic.  Photo  by  Danny  Rawls 


Adalius  Thomas 


Former   Southern    Miss   head   football 
Coach  Bobby  Collins 
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When  summer  rolls  around,  you  can  be  sure  of  certain  things — blue  skies,  green 
leaves  and  road  trips.  If  the  urge  to  hit  the  open  road  overcomes  you,  be  sure  to 
take  us  along  for  the  ride.  Send  us  pictures  of  yourself,  your  friends  or  your  family 
decked  out  in  black  and  gold,*  and  we'll  feature  the  photos,  as  many  as  space  allows, 
in  a  future  issue  of  Snapshots. 


United  States  Army  SPC  John  Ferrell  of 
Hattiesburg,  a  criminal  justice  student  at 
Southern  Miss,  proudly  displays  his 
Southern  Miss  flag  atop  a  military  police 
Humvee  in  Afghanistan  recently.  Ferrell  has 
been  stationed  in  Afghanistan  since  he  was 
called  up  for  active  duty  at  the  end  of  the 
fall  semester  at  Southern  Miss. 

At  a  Birmingham  Alumni  Chapter  meeting 
held  at  Applebee's,  members  (from  left)  Ron 
Howard,  John  Gordon,  Lance  Weeks  and 
Carroll  Broome  show  off  the  restaurant's 
Southern  Miss  memorabilia. 

Members  of  The  Legacy  honored  the  Golden 
Eagles  baseball  team's  successful  season  by 
painting  the  Little  Rock  in  the  team's  honor. 

4.  The  Golden  Eagles  Softball  team  poses  with 
boosters  and  coaches  after  May's  matchup 
against  the  University  of  Alabama- 
Birmingham. 

5.  Mississippi  Gulf  Coast  Golden  Eagles  gath- 
ered recently  for  an  after-hours  event. 
Athletic  Director  Richard  Giannini,  Provost 
Tim  Hudson  and  USM  Foundation  Executive 
Director  Tim  Ryan  were  in  attendance. 

6     For  its  spring  meeting,  the  North  Alabama 
Alumni  Chapter  hosted  guest  speaker 
Assistant  Football  Coach  Tyrone  Nix  (back 
row,  center). 

J.  Clark  brought  his  Southern  Miss  pride 
with  him  to  the  top  of  Mount  St.  Helens. 

While  studying  abroad  in  Mexico  this  sum- 
mer, senior  Mick  Bullock  met  Guerilla,  a 
Mayan  tour  guide  who  leads  groups  through 
ruins  within  Teotihuacan,  or  the  "Pyramid  of 
the  Sun." 

Marcus  Nause  and  his  brother,  Richard 
Nause,  met  up  in  New  York's  Central  Park 
for  Mississippi  Day  in  the  Park.  Marcus  is 
manager  of  programs  for  the  Southern  Miss 
Alumni  Association,  and  Richard  is  currently 
completing  his  Ph.D.  in  polymer  science  at 
the  University  of  Massachusetts. 

Chip  Breitenkamp  and  his  wife,  Rebecca 
Breitenkamp,  made  the  trip  to  New  York  to 
attend  Mississippi  Day  in  the  Park.  The 
Brietenkamps  are  both  pursuing  Ph.D.s  in 
polymer  science  at  the  University  of 
Massachusetts. 

*For  printing  purposes,  please  save  or  scan  your 
photos  at  a  resolution  of  300  dpi.  If  you  have  any 
questions,  contact  the  Alumni  Association  at 
(601)266-5013. 
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Exciting  things  are  happening  to  Southern  Miss 
alumni,  and  now  is  your  chance  to  catch  up  on  the 
news  and  accomplishments  of  your  fellow  Golden 
Eagles.  To  submit  your  news  to  The  Talon,  please 
send  your  information  to  the  Southern  Miss  Alumni 
Association,  Box  5013,  Hattiesburg,  MS  39406; 
e-mail  alumni.talon@usm.edu;  or  visit 
www.SouthernMissAlumni.com. 

All  cities  are  in  Mississippi  unless  otherwise  noted. 


ROBERT  COLLINS  '49,  '51  retired  as  school  prin- 
cipal in  1985.  He  was  a  teacher  for  40  years,  10  of 
those  years  spent  as  a  substitute  teacher.  Collins 
said  he  still  square -rounds  and  ballroom  dances 
three  or  four  times  a  week. 

JAMES  M.  GUESS  '49  and  Evelyn  S.  Dorham  were 
married  April  5,  2003. 

LOUIS  D.  HALL  '49  retired  from  Sears  in  1987 
and  is  now  serving  a  second  term  as  commissioner 
of  the  Hancock  County  Port  and  Harbor 
Commission,  the  economic  development  organiza- 
tion for  the  county.  He  resides  in  Diamondhead. 

DR.  WILLIAM  P.  LIPSCOMB  JR.  '49,  '50,  '65 

and  his  wife,  TINA  LIPSCOMB  '62,  recently 
returned  to  the  Southern  Miss  campus  to  attend 
the  50th  anniversary  of  the  Gamma  Gamma  chap- 
ter of  Phi  Delta  Kappa.  Lipscomb,  REESE  SNELL 
'50,  '53,  DR.  WALTER  YARROW  '51,  '64  and 
WALTON  GARNER  '49  were  all  recognized  as 
charter  members. 


WALTER  PARKER  JR.  '54  and  Norah  Riestnger 
Clark  of  Gallatin,  Tenn.,  were  married  April  27, 
2002.  The  couple  resides  in  Grant,  Ala. 

After  25  years  as  a  professor  of  audiology  at 
Northwestern  University,  DR.  LAURA  WILBER  '55 

has  retired.  She  is  now  a  professor  emeritus  at  the 
university. 

In  March  1998,  DR.  VERLON  E.  HUGHES  '56 

retired  after  37  years  of  active  dental  practice. 
Hughes  and  his  wife,  Patsy,  enjoy  babysitting  their 
only  grandchild,  John  Sorey.  "Life  gets  better  every 
day,"  he  writes. 

JOHN  HILLSMAN  '57  announces  the  October  2, 
2002,  birth  of  his  10th  grandchild,  Florence  Rose 
Cope.  Florence  was  born  to  Hillsman's  daughter, 
Joan  Hillsman  Cyse. 

H.  VERNON  HOOKER  '57  recently  celebrated  his 
90th  birthday  with  a  surprise  party  attended  by 
family  and  friends.  "Quite  a  number  of  Southern 


Jeanne  McCarty  '91  says  the  education  she  received  from 
Southern  Miss  is  the  cornerstone  of  the  skills  she  uses  daily 
to  promote  her  passion  for  the  environment  and  for  animals. 

As  director  of  the  Jane  Goodall  Institute's  Roots  and 
Shoots  program,  McCarty  says  her  academic  preparation  in 
a  broad-based  academic  program  provided  through  the 
Honors  College  helps  her  design  and  implement  programs 
for  youth  who  participate  in  Roots  and  Shoots. 

"The  Honors  College  helped  me  integrate  history,  phi- 
losophy, English  and  science,"  she  said.  "It  gave  me  an 

interdisciplinary  [focus] ,  and  in  Roots  and  Shoots,  it's  the  same  thing.  We  include  all 
academic  disciplines  [in  implementing  the  program]." 

Roots  and  Shoots  helps  youth  organize  to  leam  about  their  communities  and  plan 
and  implement  projects  to  promote  care  and  concern  for  people,  animals  and  the  envi- 
ronment. McCarty,  who  joined  Goodall  for  a  visit  this  spring  to  the  Southern  Miss 
campus,  said  there  are  2,000  Roots  and  Shoots  groups  in  the  United  States  and  4,500 
worldwide.  Goodall,  long  famous  for  her  research  on  chimpanzees  in  Africa,  started 
Roots  and  Shoots  in  Tanzania  in  1991. 

McCarty  said  she  became  familiar  with  Roots  and  Shoots  while  teaching  at  the 
University  of  Maryland,  where  she  said  community  service  learning  had  become  an  inte- 
gral part  of  the  school's  academic  programs.  She  went  to  work  for  Goodall  four  years  ago. 

"She  is  someone  I've  always  admired,  and  1  learned  about  the  program  while  help- 
ing students  link  their  academic  majors  to  their  commitments  to  what  they  wanted  to 
do  for  their  communities  and  professions,"  McCarty  said. 

Goodall  praised  McCarty's  energy  and  passion.  "She's  the  perfect  director  for  Roots 
and  Shoots,"  she  said.  "Jeanne  has  enormous  enthusiasm.  She  just  gets  on  [gets  along] 
with  people  so.  She's  a  kid  at  heart,  so  that  makes  it  easy  for  her  to  work  with  those 
involved  in  the  program." 

While  at  Southern  Miss,  McCarty  was  awarded  the  William  Colmer  Fellowship  in 
American  Studies.  During  her  junior  year,  Jeanne  participated  in  USM's  exchange  pro- 
gram with  The  University  of  Wales,  Swansea,  where  she  studied  history  and  American 
studies.  Following  her  return  to  Southern  Miss,  Jeanne  was  named  "Best  Citizen"  and 
she  graduated  summa  cum  laude  in  August  1991. 

She  is  the  daughter  of  Dr.  Kenneth  McCarty,  professor  emeritus  of  history  and  edi- 
tor of  The  Journal  of  Mississippi  History;  and  Sylvia  McCarty,  a  retired  faculty  mem- 
ber of  USM's  English  Language  Institute.  Jeanne  is  engaged  to  Jason  Hewitt  '93,  an 
attorney  in  Washington,  D.C. 

One  of  McCarty's  professors  at  Southern  Miss,  Dr.  Noel  Polk,  described  McCarty  as 
one  of  the  best  students  he's  taught  in  his  30  years  as  an  educator.  "She's  one  of  those 
students  who  makes  professors  look  good,  because  she  always  challenged  us  to  do  our 
best,"  Polk  said.  "I've  never  had  a  student  that  I  was  prouder  of  than  Jeanne. "£^ 

-  David  Tisdale  '90,  '01 


Miss  graduates  in  this  area  were  present,  and  w< 
had  a  great  time,"  he  writes. 


USAF  Capt.  Mike  Holder,  son  of  JAMES  HOLDER 
SR.  '60,  was  awarded  the  prestigious  Mackay 
Trophy  for  rescuing  11  downed  crew  members  in 
Afghanistan  in  November  2001.  He  will  also  receive 
the  Silver  Star.  In  other  news,  James  announces  the 
March  18,  2003,  birth  of  his  grandson,  Mario  Pizei) 

CAPT.  JOHN  ELFER  III,  son  of  JOHN  ELFERJR. 
'61,  is  stationed  in  Iraq. 


JOSEPH  LIPSCOMB  JR.  '61  retired  in  Mar.    2002 
after  39  years  of  sales  and  sales  management  in  the 
paper  industry  Currently  he  is  a  distributor  for  Neways, 
a  Utah-based  manufacturer  of  wellness  products. 

The  National  Republican  Congressional  Committee 
has  named  J.  KIRK  WOOLLEY  '61  as  Nevada*; 
2003  Businessman  of  the  Year.  W'oollev  is  executive 
director  of  the  Association  of  Nevada  Fh\  sicians 
and  Surgeons 

JOHN  "GARY''  COOK  o2.  73  has  beer,  se 

as  a  member  of  the  Southeast  Mississippi  Band 
Directors  Hall  of  Fame.  Cook  is  manager  of  the 
Mississippi  Lions  All-State  Band. 
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BILL  STONE  '62  and  his  wife,  Martha,  are  enjoy- 
ing retirement.  Bill  retired  from  Lockheed  Martin 
after  nearly  30  years  of  service  with  the  company. 
His  last  assignment  was  director  of  information  sys- 
tems at  Stennis  Space  Center. 

In  2000,  DORIS  MODJESKI  '63  retired  as  state 
director  of  the  Mrs.  Mississippi-America  Pageant, 
after  having  served  in  that  capacity  for  18  years. 
Since  1971,  she  has  served  as  owner  and  instructor 
of  The  Winners,  a  training  program  that  focuses  on 
pageantry,  self-improvement  and  modeling. 
Modjeski  is  also  office  manager  for  American 
Business  products,  which  is  owned  by  her  husband, 
Bill.  The  Modjeskis  are  celebrating  their  25th  wed- 
ding anniversary  this  year. 

Since  retiring  as  a  schoolteacher  nearly  two  years 
ago,  PATTY  MCINNIS  '65,  72  has  enjoyed  volun- 
teer work  as  a  Pink  Lady  at  her  local  hospital.  Her 
two  grandsons,  Will  Wheat  and  Gareth  Bonner, 
were  named  most  improved  basketball  players  at 
Presbyterian  Christian  and  Wayne  Academy, 
respectively. 

BENJAMIN  BROWN  '66  retired  in  February  2003 
after  37  years'  service  as  director  of  operations  at  the 
Mississippi  State  Dept  of  Health.  He  writes  that  he  is 
"living  on  his  houseboat,  fishing  and  having  fun." 

BOBBY  HOLMES  '66  and  his  wife,  Carolyn,  have 
retired  and  are  moving  back  to  Mississippi.  The 
couple  is  building  a  country  home  and  is  looking 
forward  to  good  times  with  friends  and  family. 

ELLIOTT  G.  KING  '66  and  his  wife,  Bonnie,  are 
retired  now,  and  the  couple  resides  in  Hattiesburg. 

MARY  LOU  LOTT  '66,  73  of  Raymond  has  retired 
after  35  years  teaching  in  Mississippi.  Lott  taught  at 
Hinds  Community  College,  Northwest  Community 
College,  Jones  County  Junior  College,  and  South 
Jones  junior  and  senior  high  schools. 

RANDY  HUBERT  '67  has  a  granddaughter,  Abbey 
MacKinnon,  who  is  almost  2.  "Grandchildren  are 
wonderful,"  he  writes. 

MAX  HUEY  '67  has  been  elected  to 
the  executive  committee  of  the 
Mississippi  Bankers  Association. 
Huey,  who  has  33  years  of  banking 
experience,  is  chairman  of  the  board 
and  CEO  of  First  National  Bank  of 

Picayune,  where  he  has  worked  for  12  years. 

(PHOTO) 

GARY  WILSON  '67,  74  was  recognized  as 
National  Jump  Rope  for  the  Heart  Coordinator  of 
the  Year  by  the  American  Alliance  for  Health, 
Physical  Education  and  Recreational  Dance. 

MARGARET  LOESCH  '68,  co-owner  and  partner 
in  East  Carolina  Radio  Inc.  and  East  Carolina  Radio 


of  Elizabeth  City,  Ind.,  which  owns  and  operates 
radio  stations  in  North  Carolina,  is  producing  a  new 
Benji  movie  with  Benji's  creator/director,  Joe  Camp. 
Loesch  and  Camp,  who  together  raised  the  monies 
needed  to  finance  the  film  from  investors  in  the 
Jackson  and  Canton  areas,  as  well  as  from  the 
Mississippi  Gulf  Coast,  will  begin  producing  the 
movie  in  May.  The  picture  will  be  released  into  the- 
atres in  the  summer  of  2004. 

FRANCES  S.  WEATHERS  '68  retired  June  1,  after 
25  years  of  teaching  French  in  Alabama  public 
schools.  Her  son,  Nick,  25,  is  in  the  U.S.  Coast 
Guard,  and  her  son,  Sam,  22,  recently  graduated 
from  Davidson  College. 

BILLY  ESTES  '69  is  moving  to  Meridian  and  will 
assume  the  duties  of  president  of  Trustmark  Bank. 

RONALD  RICHARDSON  '69  retired  m  January 
2002  after  33  years  with  the  U.S.  Postal  Service. 


In  1995,  THOMAS  HADAD  70  was  promoted  to 
director  of  sales  west  for  Kimberly-Clark  Corp. 
Hadad  has  33  years  of  combined  service  with  the 
company. 

CHRISTOPHER  MARLETTE  70  has  a  daughter, 
Kristen,  who  is  a  freshman  at  Southern  Miss.  His 
son,  Andy,  is  a  junior  at  the  University  of  Florida. 

BETTY  MARTINDALE  PARKER  70,  71  is  the 

lead  teacher  of  the  special  education  department  at 
Mabry  Middle  School  in  Marietta,  Ga. 

ANNA  CULLEFER  FERRY  71  and  her  husband, 
Edward,  are  enjoying  their  two  grandsons,  Henry 
and  Hunter. 

LUTHER  LEWIS  72  is  a  retired  investor  and  an 
avid  golfer.  His  daughter,  Chesley  Ann,  is  attending 
the  University  of  West  Florida. 

HARRY  M.  WALKER  72  received  the  2003 
Distinguished  Alumni  Award  from  Southern  Miss' 
College  of  Business  Administration.  Walker  is  presi- 
dent of  Trustmark  National  Bank. 

ODEAN  BUSBY  73  has  been  elected 
to  the  executive  committee  of  the 
Mississippi  Bankers  Association. 
Busby  is  chairman  of  the  board  and 
CEO  of  Magee-based  PriorityOne 
Bank,  where  he  has  worked  for  23  years.  (PHOTO) 

WANDA  C.  DUBUISSON  73  was  recently  appoint- 
ed assistant  dean  for  the  undergraduate  program  in 
the  College  of  Nursing  at  Southern  Miss.  Her  hus- 
band, FRED  DUBUISSON  75,  is  a  retired  teacher 
who  taught  in  the  Forrest  County  school  system. 

MARLAN  DWAIN  GORDON  73,  74  is  serving  as 
president  of  the  Arkansas  Library  Association. 


ALLEN  R.  LIGHTSEY  JR.  73  was  inducted  into 
the  Mississippi  Municipal  League  Hall  of  Fame. 
Lightsey  is  serving  as  mayor  of  Sandersville. 

Kala  J.  Grice,  daughter  of  DONNA  GRICE  74, 
recently  completed  her  first  year  at  Southern  Miss. 

BEN  D.  TUCCIO  74  was  promoted  recently  to  the 
rank  of  corporal  in  the  Civil  Process  Division  of  the 
Richland  County  (S.C.)  Sheriff's  Department.  He  is 
a  15-year  veteran  of  the  sheriff's  department  and  is 
the  sheriff's  execution  officer. 

THOMAS  WALKER  74  has  been  named  associate 
dean  for  outreach  in  the  College  of  Arts  and  Sciences 
at  Oklahoma  State  University.  His  administrative 
appointment  comes  after  serving  on  the  faculty  in  the 
university's  department  of  music  since  1981. 

DR.  JOHN  HILL  75,  78  retired  in  May  2002,  after 
almost  20  years  as  senior  pastor  of  the  C.  Ave. 
Tabernacle  A.R.P.  Church  in  Charlotte,  N.C.  For  38 
years,  he  was  in  the  ministry  or  related  areas. 

JAN  BECKLEAN  76  is  now  preschool  coordinator 
and  music  teacher  for  Westminster  Preschool  in 
Florence,  Ala. 

DR.  GRADY  FLEMING  SR.  76,  '96,  03,  assistant 
principal  for  the  Franklin  County  School  District, 
recently  received  his  doctorate  of  education  leader- 
ship from  Southern  Miss.  His  wife,  BARBARA 
CASE  FLEMING  78,  '96,  who  has  been  teaching 
for  25  years,  received  her  National  Board 
Certification. 

The  group  WILLIAM  GARNER  76  manages  at 
AMD  was  recently  named  one  of  the  top  100  train- 
ing organizations  in  the  country  by  Training 
Magazine.  This  is  the  third  consecutive  year  the 
group  has  been  honored. 

Kristen  Leann  Mitchell  is  a  freshman  leadership 
scholar  at  Southern  Miss  and  is  also  an  active  mem- 
ber of  The  Legacy.  Kristen  is  the  daughter  of  CHER- 
RIE  MITCHELL  76. 

MAUREEN  MORRISON  76  is  a  nurse  anesthetist 
at  the  Seattle  VA.  Medical  Center. 

RICK  OSSWALD  JR.  76  now  owns  two  Red  Hot 
&  Blue  restaurants  in  the  Jackson  area,  with  plans 
to  expand  to  other  Mississippi  cities. 

SUSAN  GRANTHAM  77,  risk  management/inter- 
nal auditor  for  Entergy,  writes  that  she  is  "living  and 
working  in  New  Orleans  and  loving  it." 

DAVID  GUELKER  77  is  serving  12  months  in  the 
Middle  East  with  the  U.  S.  Army. 

SUE  HALL  77  and  WRONAL  Q.  SIMMONS  '87 

were  married  March  7,  2003.  Sue  is  a  self-employed 
sales  representative,  and  Wronal  is  an  account  exec- 
utive at  Union  Planters  Mortgage. 

JAN  MACKO  77,  a  teacher  at  Purvis  Middle 
School,  has  been  named  a  Junior  Achievement  of 
Mississippi  2003  Teacher  of  the  Year. 
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SUSAN  RILEY  78,  '83  has  been  appointed  to 
serve  as  a  member  of  the  advisory  board  for 
BancorpSouth.  Zach  Riley,  son  of  Susan  and 
ROBERT  RILEY  78,  has  accepted  a  scholarship 
from  Southern  Miss  and  will  begin  school  this  fall. 

JOHN  STRITZINGER  III  78  has  been  an  activated 
reservist  since  2001  and  is  assigned  to  Houston, 
Texas.  His  wife  has  been  running  the  household 
and  their  business,  Honeysuckle  Rose,  while  he's  in 
Houston.  Honeysuckle  Rose  offers  a  10  percent  dis- 
count to  Southern  Miss  alumni. 

WILLIAM  TOWNSEND  JR.  78  has  been  appoint- 
ed chief  of  detectives  for  the  Pearl  Police 
Department.  Earlier  this  year,  his  wife,  SUE 
TOWNSEND  '87,  received  a  Ph.D.  in  educational 
leadership  from  Mississippi  State  University.  She  is 
currently  serving  as  principal  of  Brandon 
Elementary  School  in  Brandon. 


FRANCES  BULLOCK  '80  is  working  toward  an 
associate's  degree  in  nursing  and  plans  to  pursue  a 
bachelor's  degree  in  nursing  at  Southern  Miss. 

LT.  COL.  JAMES  CHAMBERS  JR.  '80,  '85  recent- 
ly graduated  from  Air  War  College  and  is  assigned 
to  Ramstein  Air  Base  in  Germany. 

HANNA  COOK  '80  has  been  selected  Outstanding 
Middle  School  Band  Director  of  the  Year  by  the 
Southeast  Mississippi  Band  Directors  Association. 
Cook  teaches  sixth-  and  seventh-grade  band  at  Oak 
Grove  Middle  School. 

LT.  COL.  TOMMY  L.  LANCASTER 

'80  was  selected  to  attend  the  United 
States  Army  War  College  located  in 
Carlisle  Barracks,  Penn.  He  began 
school  in  June.  (.PHOTO) 

With  bachelors  degrees  in  library  science  and  elemen- 
tary education,  VICTORIA  ELIZABETH  MALEK 
'80  writes  that  she  would  like  to  work  in  the  Harrison 
County  school  system  or  at  the  public  library. 

SUSAN  MARQUEZ  '80  started  her  own  compa- 
ny, Susan  Marquez  Consulting  Services,  a  year 
ago.  The  Madison-based  company  handles  mar- 
keting, public  relations,  event  planning  and  copy- 
writing.  Also,  Susan  is  serving  as  secretary  of  the 
Jackson  area  alumni  chapter.  Her  husband, 
LARRY  MARQUEZ,  is  clubhouse  manager  of  the 
Country  Club  of  Jackson. 

In  recognition  for  his  service,  TOM  MOAK  '80 
has  been  awarded  the  Silver  Beaver  award  by  the 
Great  Smoky  Mountain  Council  of  the  National 
Boy  Scouts  of  America.  He  is  scout  master  of  the 
troop  in  Seymour,  Tenn.,  and  is  Order  of  the 
Arrow  adviser  for  the  Sequoyah  District.  BECKY 
MOAK  '80  is  now  staff  pharmacist  for  the  Knox 
County  Health  Department  and  continues  to  work 


part-time  for  Kroger.  Her  eldest  son  Jim  has  com- 
pleted the  requirements  for  an  Eagle  Merit  Badge, 
and  son  Andrew  is  expected  to  complete  his  proj- 
ect this  summer. 

ROBERT  H.  ROGERS  '80  is  pastor  of  First  Baptist 
Church  in  Rota,  Spain.  His  wife,  JOYCE  C. 
ROGERS  '92,  writes  Sunday  school  materials  for 
Lifeway,  Southern  Baptist  Convention. 

In  August  2001,  W  EDWARD  SCRIVNER  '80  was 
hired  to  manage  the  Oregon  Department  of 
Transportation's  truck  size  and  weight  enforcement 
program.  Previously,  he  served  17  years  with  the 
Federal  Motor  Carrier  Safety  Administration. 

BARBARA  TAYLOR  GANDY  '82  is  now  senior 
workforce  training  project  manager  at  Pearl  River 
Community  College. 

GERALD  SAMIES  '82  retired  from  the  United 
States  Air  Force  after  27  years  of  service. 
Additionally,  he  was  superintendent  of  computer 
maintenance  and  a  telecommunications  coordinator. 
Sarnies  also  was  employed  at  the  Sarasota  County 
(Fla.)  Sheriff's  Office. 

TERESA  WILSON  '82  is  a  senior  program  manag- 
er for  the  American  Institute  for  Research  and  is 
working  on  a  contract  with  the  National  Heart, 
Lung  and  Blood  Institute  and  the  National  Asthma 
Education  and  Prevention  Program. 

PORTIA  ANDERSON  '83  was  recently  promoted 
to  commercial  lines  marketing  manager  at  Aronov 
Insurance. 

DR.  BETSY  BARRETT  '83,  associate  professor  of 
hotel,  restaurant,  institution  management  and 
dietetics  at  Kansas  State  University,  is  a  recipient  of 
the  2003  Commerce  Bank  Award  for  Outstanding 
Undergraduate  Teaching. 

After  10  years,  BRYAN  CALDWELL  '83,  '86,  00 
has  stepped  down  as  head  coach  of  the  Gulfport 
High  School  boys  basketball  team.  Recently, 
Caldwell  led  the  team  to  an  82-80  victory  in  the 
Mississippi/Alabama  Boys  All-Star  game.  He  will 
continue  to  teach  and  will  assume  some  administra- 
tive duties  at  the  high  school. 

CHARLES  ROBERTS  '83  is  enjoying  retirement  in 
South  Mississippi  and  will  soon  attend  his  50th 
high  school  class  reunion. 

TERESA  PEGUES  '84  was  promoted  to  trainer  for 
the  southern  region  of  Weight  Watchers  International. 

PAUL  TORRES  JR.  '84  and  his  wife.  Clanci, 
announce  the  November  16,  2001,  birth  of  their 
twin  sons,  Paul  and  Harrison. 

MAJ.  MARCUS  LAMBERT  '85  and  DR.  MARLA 
MCMAHAN  LAMBERT  '87  announce  the  June 

6,  2002,  birth  of  their  son,  Thomas  Jackson. 
Proud  Golden  Eagle  grandparent  is  PAULINE 
MCMAHAN  71,  74 


CAROL  ANN  TAYLOR  MERRILL  '85  has  two 

children — Haley,  15,  and  Forrest,  12. 

TERESA  HOLIFIELD  MONSON 

'86,  '93  and  her  husband,  Steve, 
announce  the  March  21,  2003,  birth 
of  their  son,  Hunter  Andrew,  in 
Jacksonville,  Fla.  Monson  is  a  spokes- 
woman for  the  St.  Johns  River  Water  Management 
District,  an  agency  of  the  state  of  Florida.  (PHOTO 

MARK  ANDREW  NOE  '86,  '90  retired  from  the 
United  States  Air  Force  in  January  2000.  Presently, 
he  is  a  full-time  instructor  of  criminal  justice  at 
Florida  Metropolitan  University. 

LT.  COL.  DANE  POWELL  '86  was  promoted  to 
lieutenant  colonel  in  the  Mississippi  Army  National 
Guard.  His  current  position  is  S-3  operations  officer 
for  the  HQ  185th  aviation  group,  located  in  Jackson. 

DR.  JOHN  B.  ROBERSON  '86  has  received  board 
certification  by  the  National  Dental  Board  of 
Anesthesiology. 

MICHELLE  CREEL  CARTER  '87  and  TOM 
HOWELLS  were  married  May  30.  2003.  Michelle 
is  choral  director  at  Petal  Middle  School,  and  Tom 
is  a  chemical  engineer  at  Resmall  in  Hattiesburg. 

Cynthia  Cooper,  wife  of  ROBERT  COOPER  '87.  was 

named  Time  magazines  2002  Person  of  the  Year. 

|»>V  BILLY  DODD  JR.   87  and  LISA 
f^C'     II  WHITMER  DODD  '88  announce 
f    t^^fl  the  March  14.  2003.  birth  of  their 

|  J  |  son,  Zale  Warren.  (PHOTO^ 

DONALD  DOLLAR  '87  received  a  master's  degree 
from  the  University  of  Florida  in  1989.  Presently,  he 
is  construction  management/Vice  president  at  JJW 
Construction  Inc. 

MELANIE  BARBER  KIRK  '87.  a  Dixie  Darling 
from  1984-86,  began  teaching  at  Drusilla  Line 
Dance  Center.  She  instaicts  90  students,  ranging  in 
age  from  3  to  23. 

JOSEPH  E.  "WOODIE"  LADMER  111  S7.  his 

wife,  Marta,  and  their  son,  Joey,  2,  moved  to 
Lamoni,  Iowa,  to  begin  a  campus  ministry  at 
Graceland  LTniversity.  The  Ladmers  are  Mission 
Service  Corp  volunteers  through  the  North 
American  Mission  Board. 

LANA  LARSON  DEAN  88  received  a  ur.s  , 
ale  degree  from  Stetson  University  College  of  Law 
m  M  Petersburg.  Fla,  She  was  valedictorian  of  her 
class.  Presently  Dean  practices  construction  law  in 

Orlando  and  has  three  daughters — twins  >. 
and  Christina,  o.  and  Catherine.  3 

MARK  HEADLEY  '88  and  DEBBIE  HEADLFY  "90 
announce  the  March  4.  2003.  birth  of  their  d;    a 
ter,  Anna  Grace  She  is  welcomed  by  big  brother 
Matthew,  3 
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KARLA  MARIE  IVEY  '88,  '90  announces  the 
January  5,  2003,  birth  of  her  son,  Nicholas  Scott 
Grady. 

STEPHANIE  K.  WEBB  '88,  '92  and  Cory  T. 
Wilson  were  married  March  1,  2003.  The  couple 
resides  in  Jackson. 

JOSEPH  GARRITY  '89  and  Belinda  Daniels  were 
married  June  15,  2003. 

BETH  SHULL  HERRING  '89  and  her  husband, 
Paul,  announce  the  April  11,  2003,  birth  of 
their  son,  Braxton  "Brack"  Luke.  He  is  the  cou- 
ple's first  child. 

JOE  VALDREN  OVERSTREET  '89  and  his  wife, 
Julie,  announce  the  August  9,  2002,  birth  of  their 
daughter,  Sydney  Taylor. 

CHARLES  SIMS  '89  and  his  wife,  Gina,  have  two 
children — Joseph,  3,  and  Anthony,  8  months. 

SUSAN  WILSON  '89  and  her  husband  have  two 
children — Brandon,  5,  and  Kristen,  1. 

KIMBERLY  M.  WOODLIFF  '89  received  a  mas- 
ter's degree  in  Christian  education  from  New 
Orleans  Baptist  Theological  Seminar.  She  will  work 
in  children's  ministry. 


WES  CAMERON  '90,  '99  and  Kathleen  Benjamin 
were  married  May  23,  2003.  Cameron  is  employed 
by  Heritage  United  Methodist  Church  as  minister 
of  music  and  William  Carey  College  as  a  teacher. 

KEN  COOPER  '90  and  his  wife, 
Carolyn,  announce  the  March  23, 
2003,  birth  of  their  son,  Will  Singley 
ll  He  is  welcomed  by  big  brother  Sam. 
(PHOTO) 


KEVIN  KYLE  '90  has  been  named  assistant  direc- 
tor of  Baylor  University's  Bear  Foundation.  He  is  in 
charge  of  the  team  concept  annual  membership 
campaign  that  raises  $2.5  million  for  athletic 
scholarships.  His  wife,  Jennifer,  was  named  princi- 
pal of  Mart  Elementary  School.  The  couple  has 
three  children — Ryan,  H.Jacob,  7,  and  Katie,  2. 

The  Sun  Herald  recently  named  DONN  R. 
MITCHELL  II  '90  a  Top  10  Business  Leader 
Under  40  for  the  Mississippi  Gulf  Coast. 

PATRICIA  MCINTOSH  '90,  '92,  '96  is  2003-04 
president  of  the  Alabama  Counseling  Association. 

JULIE  PIPER  '90  has  been  promoted  to  concierge 
manager  at  Disney's  Boardwalk  Resort,  Walt 
Disney  World. 

DR.  BILLY  W  STEWART  '90,  '93  and  his  wife, 
Stephanie,  announce  the  May  19,  2003,  birth  of 
their  daughter,  Emily  Anne.  She  was  welcomed  by 
big  brothers  Stephen  and  Will  and  big  sister 
Elizabeth. 


Edwards  Featured  in  EBONY  Magazine 

Dr.  Nicole  Edwards  '98,  '02  was  one  of  20  people  selected  for  EBONY  Magazine's 
"Young  Leaders  of  the  Future  2002-03." 

Those  chosen  are  30  years  old  or  younger  and  have  excelled  in  sports,  the  arts,  reli- 
gion, education,  medicine  and  business.  They  come  from  all  sections  of  the  country  and 
were  nominated  by  civic  and  community  leaders. 

Edwards,  who  is  director  of  institutional  research  at  Lane  College,  was  lauded  by  the 
magazine  for  her  leadership  roles  in  the  community.  She  is  a  member  of  Leadership 
Jackson  (Miss)  Class  of  2002,  is  an  advisory  board  member  at  Jim  Hill  High  School  and 
served  as  a  Brownie  Troop  leader  in  2001-02.  Edwards  is  also  a  former  assistant  professor 
in  Tougaloo  College's  English  and  Speech  Department,  volunteers  with  Habitat  for 
Humanity  and  is  a  member  of  Alpha  Kappa  Alpha  Sorority  Inc. 

Alumni  Honored  at  Banquet  of  Champions 

Alumni  Hugh  Mclnnis  '61,  Don  Owens  '57  and  Col.  Edward  Kauchick  '52  were  hon- 
ored at  the  All-American  Football  Foundation's  Banquet  of  Champions. 

Mclnnis  and  Owens  were  recognized  with  the  Little  All-American  Awards,  and 
Kauchick  received  the  Admiral  Thomas  J.  Hamilton  Award. 

O'Neal  Honored  for  Contributions 

Dr.  James  O'Neal  73,  an  associate  professor  of  chemistry  and  coor- 
dinator of  health  professions  advising  at  the  University  of  Mississippi, 
has  been  honored  by  the  university  with  a  2003  Frist  Student  Services 
Award. 

The  annual  award  recognizes  one  UM  faculty  and  one  UM  staff  mem- 
ber for  outstanding  service  to  students.  Selection  from  nominations  is 
by  a  committee  of  faculty  staff  and  students.  Each  winner  receives  a 
plaque  and  $1,000. 

O'Neal  has  more  than  20  years  of  teaching  experience  at  universities  in  Louisiana, 
Alabama  and  Michigan  and  10  years  of  industry  experience,  mostly  in  managing  large 
environmental  laboratories.  He  also  holds  a  patent  on  a  process  to  remove  contaminants 
from  silica  compounds  used  for  reinforcement  in  silicone -based  tires. 

Barbaree  Named  Department  Chair  at  Auburn  University 

Dr.  James  Barbaree  '63,  '64  was  selected  as  chair  of  the  biological  sci- 
ences department  at  Auburn  University.  Previously,  he  served  as  interim 
chair  of  the  department. 

Barbaree,  a  three-year  letterman  who  was  on  two  national  champi- 
onship football  teams  at  Southern  Miss,  served  as  an  officer  in  the  U.S. 
Army.  He  finished  his  military  career  at  the  Centers  for  Disease  Control 
and  Prevention  in  Atlanta  as  captain  (Navy  rank)  in  the  U.S.  Public 
Health  Service  Commissioned  Corps.  In  1991,  Barbaree  joined  the  fac- 
ulty at  Auburn  University. 

Barbaree  and  his  wife,  Mary  '61,  live  on  Lake  Martin  near  Auburn. 

USM  Prof,  Alumni  Sign  Record  Deal 

The  Mississippi  Guitar  Quartet,  composed  of  members  John  DeChiaro,  Southern  Miss 
guitar  professor,  Michael  Boyd  '96,  '98,  Steve  Kennedy  '02  and  Chas  Evans  '01  have 
signed  a  record  deal  with  Centaur  Records  for  their  debut  recording  "Soundscapes." 

Boyd  has  also  released  two  CDs  this  year,  "Modern  Sounds"  and  "Divisions."  He  will  be 
releasing  his  fourth  solo  recording,  "Homage,"  later  this  year. 

Barham  Scholarship  Established  for  Girls  State 

With  the  assistance  of  fellow  Girls  State  alumnae,  Susie  Valentour  Broadhead  has  estab- 
lished the  Berneice  Barham  Girls  State  Scholarship  to  honor  Berneice  Barham  '57,  a  long- 
time volunteer  of  the  program. 

For  years  now,  Barham  has  visited  every  high  school  in  Lauderdale  County  to  find  del- 
egates for  Girls  State,  which  is  held  each  June  on  the  Southern  Miss  campus.  Additionally, 
she  enlists  the  help  of  principals,  guidance  counselors,  teachers  and  parents  to  get  the 
word  out  that  a  sponsorship  awaits  a  young  woman  who  chooses  to  attend  the  session. 

Barham  has  attended  the  session  every  year  since  1988. 
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Both  daughters  of  MARTHA  E.  ANDERSON  '91 
and  JOHN  S.  ANDERSON  attend  William  Carey 
College  and  receive  athletic  and  academic  scholar- 
ships. Presently,  John  is  attending  Southern  Miss 
and  plans  to  graduate  in  May  2004. 

USAF  CAPT.  JAY  HAROLD  FOIL  '91  has  been 
named  68lh  Electronic  Warfare  Squadron  company 
grade  officer  of  the  quarter.  Foil  is  an  operations 
section  chief  and  is  assigned  at  Eglin  Air  Force  Base 
in  Valparaiso. 

ANGEL1A  RYALS  '91  has  joined  the  Pearl  River 
Community  College  Workforce  Development  Center 
staff  as  a  workforce  training  project  manager. 

CHRIS  SHIELDS  '91  and  CYNTHIA  LYNN  BUL- 
LOCK SHIELDS  '94  announce  the  December  9, 
2002,  birth  of  their  daughter,  Amanda  Catherine. 
Proud  Golden  Eagle  grandparents  are  DON 
SHIELDS  '68  and  PATRICIA  SHIELDS  '85. 

After  four  years,  SHAREE  BROUSSARD  '92  left  the 
position  of  alumni  director  at  the  University  of 
Louisiana  -  Lafayette  to  return  to  Mobile,  Ala.  She 
took  the  summer  off  to  be  with  her  family:  husband 
Karl  and  children  Evan,  Alec  and  Seth. 

DR.  KURT  KNESEL  '92  is  a  lecturer  of  geochem- 
istry at  the  University  of  Queensland  in  Brisbane, 
Australia. 

ROBERT  "ROB"  MCELHANEY  '92,  '94  was 

recently  commissioned  as  a  second  lieutenant  in  the 
Mississippi  Army  National  Guard.  McElhaney  serves 
with  the  66th  Troop  Command  in  Jackson  and  is 
assistant  comptroller  at  the  University  of  Mississippi 
Medical  Center.  His  wife,  KIMBERLY  FARMER 
MCELHANEY  '93,  is  vice  president  of  Optical 
Distributors  Inc. 

DR.  CHRISTY  SANDERS  '92,  '95  and  Ryan  Myers 
were  married  April  19,  2003.  The  couple  resides  in 
New  Orleans. 

SANDON  S.  SPEEDLING  '92  is  now  director  of 
business  development  and  marketing  at  North 
Okaloosa  Medical  Center  in  Crestview,  Fla.  His  wife, 
DR.  DIANE  DAVIDSON  SPEEDLING  '93,  recent- 
ly completed  her  residency  program  at  the 
University  of  Mississippi  Medical  Center  in  Jackson. 

DR.  C.  ALEX  TOUCHSTONE  '92  and  his  wife, 

Kim,  announce  the  June  2000  birth  of  their  son, 
Jackson  Alexander.  He  is  welcomed  by  big  brother 
Logan  Levy. 

JOHN  ATWOOD  '93  and  MARIANNE 

WILLIAMS  '00  were  married  March  22,  2003. 
Atwood  and  Williams  are  employed  by  Forrest 
General  Hospital, 

JASON  BENNETT  '93  and  ALISA 
SUNDSTROM  BENNETT  '93 

announce  the  March  28,  2003,  birth  of 
their  son,  Jake  Theodore.  Jason  is 
president  of  Bennett  Contracting  Inc., 


and  Alisa  is  director  of  public  relations  at  The  Ritz- 
Carlton,  Sarasota.  The  family  resides  in  Sarasota, 
Fla.  (PHOTO) 

SUSAN  SPEARS  BRADLEY  '93  and  her  husband, 
Patrick,  announce  the  January  29,  2003,  birth  of 
their  son,  Connor  Blake. 

KIMBERLY  DREWS  '93,  '95  received  a  PhD  in 
mathematics  in  December  2002  from  Texas  Tech 
University.  She  was  appointed  research  assistant  pro- 
fessor in  Texas  A&M  University's  postdoctoral  train- 
ing program  in  bio-informatics. 

ANDREA  BROWN  HOLBROOK  '93,  '95  and 

KEVIN  HOLBROOK  '95  announce  the  March  5, 
2003,  birth  of  their  daughter,  Jamie  Elise.  Andrea 
is  an  internal  auditor/CPA  at  Hood  Industries, 
and  Kevin  is  an  insurance  adjuster  at  Mississippi 
Farm  Bureau. 

JOHN  HOLDER  '93  and  Shiela  Davidson  were  mar- 
ried July  24.  John  is  vice  president  of  Bryson  & 
Company  Insurance  Agency  in  Jackson. 

CAPT.  ELLIS  MOFFETT  '93  was  promoted  to  cap- 
tain in  the  U.S.  Army  while  stationed  at  Tripler 
Army  Medical  Center  in  Honolulu,  Hawaii.  He  has 
been  stationed  in  Hawaii  for  the  last  two  years. 

JENNIE  ROSE  '93  and  George  Domas  wed  May  31, 
2003.  Rose  is  employed  as  human  resource  manager 
at  Alcan  Cable  Corp. 

PENNY  GRIGSBY  SNIDER  '93  announces  the  May 
5,  2003,  birth  of  her  second  son,  Benjamin  Randle. 

AMY  BANKSTON  ABNEY  '94  and  her  husband, 

Jeff,  announce  the  December  26,  2002,  birth  of  their 
son,  Dane  Andrew.  He  is  welcomed  by  big  brother 
Drake,  2.  Amy  is  a  schoolteacher  in  Slidell,  La. 

ROBIN  FRIEND  '94  announces  the  March  27, 
2003,  birth  of  her  son,  Gavin  Michael.  Robin  is  a 
pediatric  occupational  therapist. 

CLARENCE  L.  HULSE  '94  has  been  promoted  to 
deputy  city  manager  of  the  city  of  Cocoa,  Fla. 

ROBERT  A.  MCLAIN  '94  recently  finished  a  Ph.D. 
in  history  at  the  University  of  Illinois  and  has 
accepted  a  position  as  associate  professor  of  history 
at  California  State  University  in  Fullerton 

In  January  2003,  PAUL  RICE  '94  opened  his 
own  software  development  company,  Rice 
Software  Solutions. 

WES  CRIDER  '95  and  Patricia  Anderson  were  mar- 
ried May  13,  2003. 

ABIGAYLE  FARRIS  '95,  '96  and  Tien  "Trent"  Dang 
were  married  May  25,  2003.  The  couple  resides  in 
Las  Vegas.  Farris  is  brand  marketing  manager  for 
Harrahs  Entertainment. 

KEITH  JONES  '95  has  joined 
AmeriGo  Mortgage  of  Hattiesburg  as 
a  loan  originator.  Jones  has  more  than 
seven  years  of  experience  in  mortgage 


lending  in  the  Pine  Belt  area.  Prior  to  joining 
AmeriGo,  Jones  was  an  area  manager  and  loan  origi- 
nator at  The  Money  Source.  (PHOTO) 

j|  JENNIFER  A.  MORGAN  "95,  '97  and 
ANDREW  B.  DONNALLEY  '99 

announce  the  June  5,  2002,  birth  of  their 
son,  Cooper  Morgan.  He  is  welcomed  by- 
big  sister  Greer  Morgan.  (PHOTO) 

MAJ.  CHARLES  W.  WILLIAMS  '95  was  promoted 

to  major  in  December  2002  and  has  been  on  active 
duty  in  Washington,  D.C.,  since  January  2001. 

KIMBERLY  CONERLY  BARNES  '96,  00  and 
SCOTT  BARNES  '00  announce  the  May  28,  2002, 

birth  of  their  daughter,  Meredith  Conerly. 

ALEX  BROOME  '96  and  DABRA  EUBANKS  01. 

'03  were  mamed  May  24,  2003.  Broome  is 
employed  in  nuclear  medicine  by  Mobile  Infirmary 
Medical  Center,  and  Eubanks  is  employed  by  George 
County  Schools  as  a  special  education  teacher. 

DR.  TONY  DEMARS  '96  received  a  2002  fellow- 
ship from  the  Radio  Television  News  Directors 
Associations  Educators  in  the  Newsroom  Program. 
He  worked  as  a  television  reporter  at  KHQA  in 
Quincy,  111.  In  April,  DeMars,  an  associate  professor 
at  Sam  Houston  State  University,  was  named  the 
university's  broadcast  operations  coordinator. 

TODD  FORTENBERRY  '96  and  KRISTEN 
WHITE  '01  were  married  March  29,  2003. 
Fonenberry  is  employed  by  the  South  Mississippi 
Electric  Power  Association,  and  White  is  a  registered 
nurse  at  Forrest  General  Hospital. 

£^   I  JOHN  MITCHELL  JR.  '96  and  his 

(*'       «  wife,  Heather,  announce  the  March  6. 
2003,  birth  of  their  daughter,  Tatum 
Cole.  (PHOTO) 


ROBIN  PENN  JR.  '96  and  CHRISTI  JONES  '00, 

'02  were  married  March  22,  2003.  Penn  is  an 
orthopaedic  sales  specialist  at  Howmedica  Osteomcs 
of  Biloxi,  and  Jones  is  a  pharmaceutical  sales  profes- 
sional at  Synthelabo  Pharmaceuticals. 

KEVIN  PLAISANCE  '96  and  his  wife. 
Melissa,  announce  the  March  2o, 
2003,  birth  of  their  son,  Michael 
Dalton.  iPHOTCI 

ASHLEY  SISSON  '96  is  now  teaching  bt 
computer  technology  at  Enterprise  High  School. 

MATTHEW  TABOR  '96  and  Amy  Foi  e 

engaged  to  be  married  in  September  2003.  Matthew 
is  a  pharmaceutical  representative  at  Eli  Lilly  &  >. 

TRINISHA  K.  LACY-CHAMBERS  07  was  married 
April  27.  2002  She  and  her  husband  res  ... 
Powder  Springs,  da 

GARNETT  SELLERS  COLBURN  "97  and  her  hus- 
band. Billy,  announce  the  April  20,  2003,  birth  of 
their  first  son,  Michael  Gannett. 
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JOSEPH  DAMBRINO  '97  and  his 

wife,  Consuela,  announce  the 
February  21,  2003,  birth  of  their 
daughter,  Kinsey  Noelle.  (PHOTO) 

JASON  S.  DEAN  '97  recently  completed  work  on 
his  Ph.D.  in  education  from  the  University  of 
Mississippi.  Also,  he  recently  celebrated  his  second 
wedding  anniversary. 

KATIE  FOKAKIS  97  and  CLAYTON  PATTER- 
SON '01  were  married  May  3,  2003.  Fokakis 
attends  the  University  of  Mississippi  School  of 
Medicine  and  will  receive  her  doctorate  of  medicine 
degree  in  May,  and  Patterson  is  employed  as  manag- 
er by  CarQuest  Auto  Parts. 

AMY  EARNHART  GIBBONS  '97  is  a  social  worker 
at  USM's  Institute  for  Disability  Studies'  Shelter  for 
All  program.  She  is  now  working  on  a  LMSW  degree. 

MELISSA  GORDON  GREER  '97  and  RANDY 
GREER  '00  wed  April  12,  2003.  The  couple  lives 
m  Picayune. 

JON  KANE  '97  has  been  promoted  to  REO  super- 
visor at  Grand  Bank. 

LEIGH  ANNA  MCEWEN  LOTT  '97  is  currently 
completing  a  masters  degree  in  speech  communication. 

LINDSAY  BLALOCK  ROSEBUSH 
'97  and  RICHIE  W.  ROSEBUSH  '98, 

who  were  married  in  1999,  announce 
the  April  15,  2002,  birth  of  their  son, 
I  Jackson.  Lindsay  is  a  speech  patholo- 
gist, and  Richie  is  the  manager  of  a  sign  company. 
The  family  lives  in  Cumming,  Ga.  (PHOTO) 

MARIE  SANDERS  '97,  00  and  RIGO  MUR1LLO 

'02  were  married  March  15,  2003.  Sanders  is  a 
social  worker  at  the  Southern  Mississippi  Planning 
and  Development  District,  and  Murillo  is  an  early 
childhood  instructor  at  the  Greenville  (Texas) 
Independent  School  District. 

CRAIG  BOUDREAUX  '98  and  TRISTA  DICKER- 
SON  '00  were  married  March  29,  2003. 
Boudreaux  is  a  sales  representative  at  Sysco  Food 
Services,  and  Dickerson  is  an  admissions  coordina- 
tor at  Southern  Miss. 

DAWN  KENNEDY  LAMPKIN  '98  and  her  hus- 
band, Will,  announce  the  February  4,  2003,  birth 
of  their  daughter,  Sara  Kennedy. 

MARIAM  MAY  '98  and  CLAUDE  CLAYTON  '99 

were  married  May  3,  2003.  May  is  pursuing  a  mas- 
ter's degree  in  public  management  at  Troy  State 
University's  Keesler  campus,  and  Clayton  is 
employed  by  the  Mississippi  State  Hospital  at 
Whitfield  as  a  recreation  therapist. 

LAURA  MCINNIS  '98  and  Bryan  Heath  Nettles 
were  married  May  24,  2003.  The  couple  resides  in 
Mobile,  Ala. 


MATT  ROBINSON  '98  is  an  investigator  at  the 
Occupational  Safety  and  Health  Administration 
(OSHA)  in  Jackson. 

TIM  SLAY  '98  and  HOLLY  PERKINS  '99  wed 

June  1,  2002.  Tim  is  a  physical  therapist  at  Kings 
Daughters  Medical  Center,  and  Holly  is  a  classified 
advertising  manager  at  The  Daily  Leader. 

JESSICAN  BOGGAN  '99  and  ZEKE  "TREY" 
POWELL  '99  were  married  March  8,  2003.  Boggan 
is  a  teacher  at  R.H.  Watkins  High  School  in  Laurel, 
and  Powell  is  a  self-employed  real  estate  appraiser. 

AARON  BOUCHER  '99  and  JENNIFER 
MCQUEEN  '99  wed  April  5,  2003.  Boucher  is  a 
pharmaceutical  sales  representative  in  Hattiesburg, 
and  McQueen  is  an  accountant. 

WENDI  BURTON  '99  and  CHRISTOPHER 
JOHNSON  '01  were  married  May  24,  2003.  Burton 
is  employed  as  a  teacher  by  the  Lumberton  Public 
School  District,  and  Johnson  is  employed  as  an 
H&R  Block  franchise  owner. 

KEITH  CATON  '99,  '01  has  been  named  assistant 
strength  and  conditioning  coach  at  Elon  University 
in  Elon,  N.C.  Additionally,  Caton  received  his  edu- 
cation specialist  degree  in  adult  education  from 
Auburn  University  in  May  2003. 

KERRI  GREEN  '99  and  MICHAEL  RILEY  JR.  '00 

wed  April  5,  2003.  Green  is  a  sales  representative  at 
Eli  Lilly  and  Co. ,  and  Riley  is  a  senior  software 
engineer  at  Logis-Tech. 

TARA  HALL  '99  and  DARBY  USEY  00,  03  wed 

May  24,  2003.  Hall  is  employed  by  Wesley  Medical 
Center  as  a  registered  nurse  in  the  neonatal  inten- 
sive care  unit,  and  Usey  graduated  from  Southern 
Miss  in  May  with  a  master's  degree  in  business 
administration. 

JOHNNY  KISNER  '99  and  AMANDA  MOORE  02 

were  married  March  7,  2003.  Kisner  is  a  dental 
technician  at  Aesthetic  Reconstruction,  and  Moore 
is  a  graduate  student  at  Southern  Miss. 

In  May,  CHRISTOPHER  MOORE  '99,  '03  joined 
Fresno  State  as  compliance  coordinator.  Moore 
assists  in  monitoring  all  areas  of  the  school's  com- 
pliance programs  and  educates  all  coaches,  student- 
athletes  and  staff  members  regarding  NCAA  rules 
and  regulations. 

ADRIAN  ROWLEY  '99  and  JILL  BROWN 
ROWLEY  '99  announce  the  April  9,  2003,  birth 
of  their  son,  Sampson  Brown.  Proud  Golden  Eagle 
grandparents  are  J.R.  BROWN  '68  and  NANCY 
BROWN  '71 

CARRIE  SIMPSON  '99  and  Benjy  Hornsby  were 
married  March  8,  2003.  Simpson  is  a  teacher  at  the 
Hattiesburg  Public  School  District. 


MARIA  SMITH  '99  and  Matthew  Thames  wed 
April  26,  2003.  Smith  is  a  children's  therapist  at 
the  Mississippi  Children's  Advocacy  Center  in 
Jackson. 

AMY  WILLIAMS  '99,  '03  and  Jeremy  Backstrom 
wed  April  5,  2003.  Williams  is  a  registered  nurse  at 
Forrest  General  Hospital. 

KATIE  BATSON  and  Billy  Ratcliff  were  married 
April  26,  2003.  Batson  is  a  retail  sales  representative 
at  Crossmark. 


JULIE  POLK  '00  and  Eddy  Breazeale  were  married 
May  3,  2003.  Polk  is  employed  by  Polk's  Meat 
Products  Inc.  of  Magee  as  plant  manager. 

JASON  ADAMS  '01  and  EMILY  HEWITT  '01  wed 

May  31,  2003.  Adams  is  employed  by  Shelter 
Insurance  as  an  adjuster,  and  Hewitt  is  employed  by 
Companion  Technologies  as  a  sales  associate. 

RYAN  DAVIS  '01  and  Vickie  Jones  wed  May  31, 
2003.  Davis  is  employed  by  Lamar  Christian  School 
in  Purvis  as  a  teacher  and  coach. 

PAUL  HOFFMAN  01  and  HOPE  BAKER  '03  were 
married  May  31,  2003. 

ARLEAN  MCMULLAN  '01  and  Samuel  Sackler 
were  married  May  17,  2003.  McMullan  is 
employed  by  AstraZeneca  Pharmaceuticals  as  a 
sales  representative. 

CHRISTY  NEELY  '01  has  joined 
Hawthorn  Pharmaceuticals  as  a  sales 
professional.  Her  responsibilities 
include  marketing  Hawthorn  prod- 
ucts to  health  care  professionals  in 
the  Montgomery,  Ala.,  area.  (PHOTO) 

AMELIA  ROBINSON  '01  and  Adam  Watkins  wed 
May  3,  2003.  Robinson  is  employed  by  Trustmark 
National  Bank  in  Hattiesburg. 

JULIE  SUMMERS  01  and  TIMOTHY  STIGLETS 

'02  were  married  March  8,  2003.  Summers  is 
employed  by  the  BayAVaveland  School  district,  and 
Timothy  is  employed  by  Lockheed  Martin  at 
Stennis  Space  Center. 

MARION  SWAIN  '01  and  Jason  Accord  were  mar- 
ried May  24,  2003.  Swain  is  employed  by  Ryan  and 
Co.  in  Atlanta  as  a  tax  consultant. 

BRIAN  WAGNER  '01  and  KELLY  BARRETT  02 

wed  April  26,  2003.  Wagner  is  employed  by 
Sanderson  Farms,  and  Barrett  is  a  senior  events 
coordinator  at  the  Hattiesburg  Lake  Terrace 
Convention  Center. 

MICHELLE  BLOODSWORTH  WALLER  01 

announces  the  April  9,  2001,  birth  of  her  daughter, 
Melanie  Kayden. 
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SAYWARD  BAXTER  '02  and  Neal  Sandifer  were 
married  April  19,  2003.  Baxter  is  employed  by  the 
Lamar  County  School  District. 

HEATH  BORDEN  '02  is  employed  by  C-K 
Associates  Inc.  in  Baton  Rouge,  La. 

WADE  BOUCHARD  02  and  CARRIE  GARNER 

wed  May  10,  2003.  Bouchard  is  employed  as  band 
director  by  the  Copiah  County  School  District,  and 
Garner  is  a  senior  hospitality  management  major  at 
Southern  Miss. 

JEREMIAH  ESTES  '02  and  Amanda  Sims  were 
married  May  10,  2003.  Estes  is  employed  by 
Bonner  Analytical  Testing  Company. 

BOB  FAVRE  '02  has  joined  SouthTrust  Bank  as 
senior  vice  president  and  commercial  banking  man- 
ager. Favre's  main  emphasis  will  be  in  commercial 
lending,  real  estate  development  and  community 
development. 

YALE  JOHNSON  JR.  '02  is  pursuing  a  master's 
of  business  administration  degree  from 
Mississippi  College. 

For  the  past  year,  LINDA  A.  LE  '02  has  been  work- 
ing in  Dallas  as  a  merchandise  control  analyst  at 
Nieman  Marcus.  She  recently  relocated  to 
Mississippi,  and  in  February  2004,  she  will  marry 
CHRISTOPHER  ROBERSON  02 

TARA  LEWIS  '02  joins  Grand  Bank  as  a  loan  pro- 
cessing specialist.  Prior  to  joining  Grand  Bank, 
Lewis  was  a  member  of  the  management  training 
program  with  Enterprise  Rent-A-Car. 

TARA  ODOM  '02  is  a  member  of  the  New  Orleans 
Saintsations  cheerleading  team. 

BRYAN  SHERMAN  '02  and  KARRA  BATEMAN 

'03  were  married  May  31,  2003.  Sherman  is  pursu- 
ing a  masters  degree  in  business  administration  at 
Southern  Miss  and  is  employed  by  Nicholson  and 
Company,  PA,  CPA.  Bateman  is  employed  by 
Stafford  Construction. 

CHERYL  WILSON  '02  began  full-time  employ- 
ment with  Home  CPA  in  January  2003.  She  special- 
izes in  taxation  and  health  care  consulting. 
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BROOKE  MARTIN  and  JOHN  NORTHAM  were 

married  March  8,  2003.  Martin  is  an  associate 
counselor  at  the  Assessment  Office  of  Pine  Grove 
Recovery  Center,  and  Northam  is  a  flight  line  super- 
visor at  the  Hattiesburg/Laurel  Regional  Airport. 

SUMMER  HOPE  CUTRER  RAPE 

and  her  husband,  Wayne,  announce 
the  June  24,  2003,  birth  of  their 
daughter,  Jaeleigh  Hope.  Proud 
Golden  Eagle  grandparent  is  ANGELA 


HOPE  CUTRER  '92,  who  currently  serves  as  univer- 
sity proofreader  at  Southern  Miss.  (PHOTO) 


In  Memoriam 


The  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association  extends  sincere  sym- 
pathy to  the  families  of  the  following  alumni  andfnends. 

(Due  to  space  constraints,  obituaries  may  not  exceed 
40  words  and  are  subject  to  editing  by  the  editorial 
staff  of  The  Talon.) 

JEANETTE  B.  CAUSEY  '25  of  Gloster  died 
February  6,  2003. 

BESSIE  G.  LONG  '30  of  Raymond  has  died. 

LOUELLA  ROGERS  SANDERSON  '32  of  Biloxi 
died  April  16,  2003.  Sanderson,  93,  was  a  retired 
schoolteacher.  She  is  survived  by  a  daughter  and 
two  grandchildren. 

DORA  L.  FORTINBERRY  '34  of  Tylertown  has 
died. 

CHESTER  SCALZO  '37  of  Phoenix,  Ariz.,  died 
April  9,  2003. 

OLIVIA  W  QUIN  '38  of  Natchez  died  February  9, 
2003.  She  was  90. 

MARY  RUTH  HORN  DICKEY  '39  of  Magee  died 
May  20,  2003.  Dickey,  86,  was  a  founding  member 
ol  USMs  chapter  of  Kappa  Delta  Sorority  and  was 
elected  Miss  Mississippi  Southern  College. 

IRENE  STEVENS  '40  of  Joseph  City,  Ariz.,  has 
died. 

MARION  GANDY  STEWART  '40  of  Surprise, 
N.Y.,  died  June  4,  2003.  Stewart,  89,  was  a  retired 
schoolteacher  and  was  named  Star  Teacher  five 
times. 

REV.  AUBREY  WALLEY  '40  of  Cypress,  Texas,  has 
died. 

RUTH  E.  SUGG  '41  of  Eupora  died  Apnl  22,  2003. 

THELMA  MCBEATH  '42  of  Union  died  May  8, 
2003.  McBeath,  89,  was  a  schoolteacher  and  organ- 
ist lor  the  Neshoba  County  Baptist  Church. 

EVELYN  MCCLURE  '43  of  Hattiesburg  died  May 
27,  2003.  McClure,  82,  was  a  retired  home  eco- 
nomics professor  at  William  Carey  College. 

NARVELLE  UNA  SANDERS  STURRUP  '44  of 

Forest  died  June  17,  2003.  Sturrup,  80,  was  a 
homemaker  a  former  schoolteacher. 

AUDRA  EUBANKS  '48  of  Lucedale  died  May  31, 
2003.  Eubanks,  95,  was  a  retired  schoolteacher. 

JAMES  K.  GRAHAM  '48  of  Kaufman,  Texas,  has 
died. 

RUTH  J.  WEST  '48  of  Purvis  died  April  3,  2003 
West,  93,  was  a  retired  teacher  from  Pun-is 
Elementary  School. 


LOUIS  E.  THOMPSON  JR.  '49  of  Hattiesburg  died 
in  April  2002. 

THOMAS  A.  BASS  '50  of  Edmond,  Okla.,  died 
October  21,  2002. 

LUCRETIA  FRANCES  WILLIAMS  '50  died  April 

23,  2003. 

NORWOOD  T  LATIMER  '50  died  September  22. 

2002. 

LAURA  M.  ISHEE  '51  of  Laurel  died  March  2, 
2003.  Ishee,  74,  was  a  schoolteacher  for  43  years. 

LOUISE  DURKEE  '52  of  Arkadelphia,  Ark.,  died 
December  17,  2002. 

KATHRYN  LAUCHLEY  STEELE  '52  of  Sugar 
Land,  Texas,  died  June  22,  2003.  Steele,  73,  was  a 
retired  teacher/libranan. 

ARTHUR  H.  BAUGH  '53,  '84  of  Albertville,  Ala., 
died  March  30,  2003. 

FRANCES  THOMPSON  '54  of  Macon,  Ga.,  died 
April  15,  2003. 

ONEIDA  MCDILL  HERRINGTON  '55  of  Madison 

has  died 

REV.  JAMES  D.  "PETE"  RAMEY  '55  of  McComb 
died  May  3,  2003.  Ramey,  80,  was  a  retired  United 
Methodist  Church  minister. 

MARY  M.  SNOWDEN  '55  of  Hattiesburg  died 

June  17,2003. 

MARICE  COLLINS  BROWN  '56  of  West  Monroe, 
La.,  died  Apnl  18,  2003.  Brown,  87,  was  chair  of 
the  Department  of  English  at  Southern  Miss  from 

1971-75. 

MARVEL  "SUE"  MINTON  '56  of  Brookhaven  died 
March  23,  2003.  Mmton  was  a  retired  math  teacher. 

RUTH  "JEAN"  STREET  '56  of  Clinton  died  April 
21,  2003.  Street,  69,  was  a  retired  catalog  librarian 
in  Corinth,  Greenwood  and  Meridian. 

BOBBIE  NADYNE  SCHINDLER  57  of  Meridian 

died  September  12,  2002. 

RUTH  COLLUM  WATTS  '57  of  Brandon  died 

March  19.  2003. 

RUTH  M.  CLARK  '58  of  Downers  Grove.  111.,  died 
January  11,  2003. 

REV.  ROBERT  E.  JONES  '58  of  Columbia  has 
died. 

JAMES  V.  ALLEN  '59  of  Bogalusa.  La.,  has  died. 

MARGARET  COMBS  NEELY  FALKNER  '59  0 
Goshen,  Ky,  died  in  December  2002 

MYRTLE  D.  DENTON  '60  of  Gulfport  has 

DORIS  G.  HATHORN  '60  of  Bassfield  died  April 
\  2003  Hathorn,  70.  was  a  retired  public  school 
teacher  and  a  member  of  Bassfield  Baptist  Church. 

FRANK  C.  HOLLOWAY  '60  o   I       iesbuig 

March  o.  2003   Hollow  av.  65.  was  Blue  Cross  Blue 
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Shield's  former  regional  director  for  the  southeast 
region  of  Mississippi. 

RUBY  P.  MAPLES  '60  of  Perkinston  died  April  15, 
2003. 

J.  ED  MCINNIS  '61  of  Hattiesburg  died  April  25. 
2003.  Mclnnis,  founder  of  Ed  Mclnms  Realty, 
Mclnnis  Appraisal  Services  and  Construction  Co., 
served  as  vice  president  and  secretary  of  the 
Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association  and  was  past 
chairman  of  the  Southern  Miss  Athletic  Committee. 

LOWELL  M.  BURVANT  '63  of  Slidell,  La.,  died 
April  8,  2000. 

SUE  ELLEN  JOHNSON  '63  of  Lock  Haven,  Pa., 
died  May  9,  2003.  Johnson,  60,  was  a  professor  of 
education  at  Southern  Miss  until  she  retired  in 
1990. 

ROBERT  P  MURPHY  SR.  '63  of  Miami  died  April 
28,2001. 

MERITA  KAY  WARD  SEALE  '64  of  New  Orleans 
died  Apnl  2,  2003. 

DR.  VIRGINIA  ANNE  HOLLIMON  '68  of  Petal 
has  died. 

RHODERICK  M.  PITTMAN  '68  of  Brandon  died 
January  19,  2003. 

ROBERT  LAMAR  SAXON  SR.  '68  of  Meadville 
died  Apnl  11,2003. 

NELL  ALLEN  '69  of  Bogalusa,  La.,  has  died. 

J.W.  POPE  70  of  Hattiesburg  has  died. 

RICHARD  B.  SMITH  70  of  Lucedale  died  March 
13,  2003 

CECIL  PONDER  DAVIS  71  of  Portland,  Ore.,  has 
died. 

STEPHANIE  PIERRE  HERRING  74  of  Long 
Beach  died  June  3,  2002. 

DURBIN  B.  KLEINPETER  JR.  74  of  Baton  Rouge, 
La.,  died  January  15,  2002. 

OPAL  A.  COLLINS  75  of  Laurel  died  March  16, 
2003.  Collins,  76,  was  a  schoolteacher  for  30  years. 

MARGARET  R  KINBERG  75  of  Gulfport  has 
died. 

HAROLD  C.  NOLL  75  of  Gulfport  has  died. 

ELIZABETH  H.  THOMPSON  76  of  Bassfield  died 
December  24,  2002. 

CHARLES  ANTHONY  CANTONE  JR.  78  of 

Cumberland,  Md.,  died  March  2,  2003. 

STAN  WOODWARD  78  of  Ocean  Springs  died 
March  23,  2003. 

GRADY  ALLEN  RUTLEDGE  79  has  died. 

DR.  RAYMOND  NORMAN  MAUMUS  '82  of  New 

Orleans  died  January  30,  2003. 


LEE  E.  JERNIGAN  '83  of  Oviedo,  Fla.,  died  in 
November  2002. 

TERESA  JOAN  BOYD  '84  of  Fort  Walton  Beach, 
Fla.,  died  August  16,  2002.  Boyd,  who  worked  at 
the  Department  of  Defense,  earned  two  master's 
degrees  from  the  Naval  War  College.  She  operated 
in  her  field  of  satellite  mapping  six  degrees  above 
Top  Secret. 

DAVID  WAYNE  BRINSON  '84  of  Petal  has  died. 

J.  CORNELIUS  BYRD  '86  of  Brookhaven  died  in 
September  1996. 

THOMAS  STOVALL  I  '86  of  New  Port  Richey, 
Fla.,  died  April  7,  2002. 

JOHN  WALTER  KINBERG  '90  of  Gulfport  has 

died. 

CAROLE  ANN  KIICK  '91  of  Laurel  died  January 
17,  2003. 

REBECCA  LEE  STEWART  '93  of  BUoxi  died  May 
9,  2003. 

CHARLOTTE  ANN  WILLIAMS  '93,  '96  of 

Jackson  died  June  12,  2003.  Williams,  39,  was  a 
nurse  practitioner. 

KENNETH  RAIGINS  '94  of  Hattiesburg  died  Apnl 
20,  2003.  Raigins,  52,  was  an  attorney.  He  is  sur- 
vived by  his  father,  two  brothers,  a  niece  and  a 
nephew. 

PHYLLIS  L.  KNIGHT  KILLEGREW  '96  of  Long 
Beach  died  March  9,  2003. 

CHRISTY  SCRUGGS  ZAREMBA  '99  of 

Heatherow,  Fla.,  died  April  24,  2003.  Zaremba,  27, 
was  a  homemaker  and  mother  of  a  son,  Caden 
Edward.  She  is  survived  by  her  husband  and  son, 
her  parents,  two  sisters,  and  her  grandfather. 

AUDREY  GRAHAM  of  Kaufman,  Texas,  has  died. 

CLAYTON  HARRINGTON  JR.  of  Clinton  has 
died. 

BEVERLY  ADAMS  LIGHTSEY  of  Quitman  died 
April  15,  2002. 

SUSAN  L.  MESSICK  of  Purvis  died  May  9,  2003. 
Messick  was  51. 

FRANCES  WALKER  SEGREST  has  died.  Segrest, 

94,  was  a  retired  employee  of  the  Internal  Revenue 
Service  and  Farm  Bureau  Insurance. 

JOSEPH  WHITE  of  Metaine,  La.,  died  April  16, 
2002. 

ROBERT  EDWARD  WITT  of  Elkmont,  Ala.,  died 
March  31,  2003.  Witt,  84,  was  a  retired  educator 
with  34  years  of  service  and  was  a  veteran  of 
World  War  II.  S^ 
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urrent     lumni     etail     iscounts 


These  cards  are  accepted  at 

the  businesses  listed  below! 

Do  you  have  yours? 


SOUTHERN 
MISSISSIPPI 
•ALUMNI- 


www.southernmissalumni.com 


Anderson's  Rug  Market 

10%  discount  on  any  rug  purchase 

Baymont  Inn  &  Suites  •  #  + 

10%  discount  on  rack  rate 

Bourne  Brothers  Printing 

20%  discount  on  any  service 

Cabot  Lodge • # 

Nightly  rate  of  $55.00,  plus  tax 

Cellular  One  -  # 

Save  $30  on  cellular  activation  (except  on  local  plan)/ 

Free  pager  activation 

Comfort  Suites  -  # 

Nightly  rate  of  $69.00,  plus  tax 

Domino's  Pizza  -  # 

20%  discount  on  any  delivery  order 

Dunhopen Inn 

$10  savings  off  small  room  &  $20  savings  off  large  room  nightly  rates 

Garfield's  Restaurant  •  # 

20%  discount  on  all  food  &  drink  purchases 

Grand  Bank 

$100  discount  on  mortgage  loan  closing  costs 

Hattiesburg  Inn  -  # 

15%  discount  on  nightly  room  rate 

Haverty's  Furniture 

10%  discount  on  all  merchandise 

Hawthorn  Suites  •  + 

Nightly  rate  of  $69  +tax;  complimentary  breakfast 

J&L  Sales 

10%  discount  on  any  purchase 

Kesslers  Team  Sports 

10%  discount  on  total  purchases 

Lance  Computer  Systems 

20%  discount  on  normal  labor  charges 

Las  Vegas  Golf  &  Tennis 

10%  discount  (certain  exclusions  apply) 

Leatha's  Bar-B-Que  Inn 

10%  discount  on  all  purchases 

Legg  Mason/Chris  Inman 

10%  discount  on  all  store  transactions/free  portfolio  reviews 

Nevada  Bob's  Golf  (Gulf  Coast) 

10%  discount  on  selected  items 

Oak  Grove  Rental  -  * 

10%  discount  on  rental  items  (not  valid  with  other  discounts 

or  promotions.) 

Owen's  Business  Machines 

10%  discount  on  selected  items 

Parris  Jewelers 

10%  discount  on  all  items 

Peak  Fitness 

15%  discount  off  membership  fee 

Photo  Arts  Studio 

10%  discount  on  any  gallery  purchase,  retail  purchase  or  service 

Pine  Belt  Paint  &  Body  Shop  - ' 

15%  discount  on  all  self-pay  labor 

Pine  Belt  Towing  &  Recovery  -  * 

15%  discount  on  all  towing  &  roadside  service/free  towing 

on  collisions 

Pine  Belt  Auto  Detail 

10%  discount  on  all  auto-detailing  services.  Free  pick-up  and  delivery 
in  the  Hattiesburg  area. 

Pine  Burr  Country  Club 

$5  00  off  one  18-hole  round  of  golf 

Primerica/Ken  Sheil 

Free  financial  needs  analysis 

Shadow  Ridge  Golf  Club 
Signs  First  -  * 

15%  discount  on  your  next  round  of  golf/not  valid  with  other  dis- 
counts or  promotions 
15%  discount  on  Southern  Miss  related  signs 

Simmons  Furniture 

10%  discount  on  all  items 

Sonic  Drive-In 

Free  20  oz  drink  or  slush  with  purchase  of  #1  or  #2  Sonic  Burger 

Southern  Interiors 

5%  discount  on  flooring/10%  discount  on  furniture  and  accessories 

Southland  Florists 

10%  discount  on  store  purchases  (cash  &  carry  items  excluded) 

Tall  Pines  Farm 

10%  discount  on  gift  baskets  and  catering 

The  Trophy  Shop 

10%  discount  on  all  engravings 

University  Florist 

10%  discount  on  all  purchases  cash  and  carry  only 

Van  Hook  Golf  Course 

20%  discount  on  daily  greens  fees 

Villies  Restaurant 

$1.00  off  order  of  six-inch  sandwich,  side  order,  and  large 

drink/$1.00  off  gameday  party  subs 

All  discounts  subject  to  change  or  termination  without  prior  notice. 
Please  verify  discount  with  provider  before  making  purchase. 

•  Hattiesburg  location  only. 
■  New  additions 

•  Offer  not  valid  during  football  season. 

lese  businesses  are  participants  in  the  C.A.R.D.  Program  with  The  University 

)f  Southern  Mississippi  Alumni  Association.  By  presenting  your  paid  alumni 

membership  card  you  are  entitled  to  a  discount  at  these  businesses. 
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Answers 

1.  Who  are  the  Nasty  Bunch? 

The  Nasty  Bunch  is  the  name  of  the  football  team's  defense.  The 
name  originated  in  1976,  when  a  particularly  talented  group  of 
linebackers  anchored  head  football  Coach  Bobby  Collins'  defense. 

2.  Why  is  Roberts  Schoolhouse  so  significant  to  the  university? 

The  charming  structure,  which  is  now  located  on  the  patio  of 
Owings-McQuagge  Hall,  is  where  alumnus  M.M.  Roberts  receive 
his  early  education. 

3.  For  whom  is  Hardy  Hall  named? 

The  three-story  stucco  building  on  the  university's  Gulf  Park 
campus  in  Long  Beach  is  named  for  the  school's  founder, 
Col.  J.C.  Hardy. 

4.  What  is  the  university's  motto? 

The  university's  motto  is  "Southern  Miss  to  the  Top!" 

5.  When  was  the  Alumni  Association  founded? 

The  Alumni  Association  was  founded  May  4, 1917,  and  its  first 
president  was  T.A.  Sewell,  a  1917  graduate  of  Mississippi 
Normal  College. 


SOUTHERN  MISS  ALUMNI 
MARKETING  PARTNERS 


Continue  your  support  of  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Alumni 
Association  by  doing  business  with  the  Association's  Marketing  Partners.  By  utiliz- 
ing the  goods  and  services  of  these  marketing  partners,  you  will  be  generating 
additional  revenue  to  support  the  programming  and  operations  of  the  Association. 


Josten's 

Official  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Watch.  For  more  infor- 
mation, call  800-523-0124  and  request  operator  A22SE 


Alumni  Holidays  International 
Organizing  Internationa!  Excursions  For 
Southern  Miss  Alumni.  For  further  information  on 
upcoming  trips,  contact  the  Alumni  Association  at 
601-266-5013. 


DiplomaDisplay' 


American  Insurance  Administrators 
Life ,  Hraltli  And  Short-Term  Major  Medical  Insurance 
Go  to  http://www.aia-insurance.com/AlA/SouthemMiss 
or  call  800-922-1245. 


On  Campus  Marketing 

Speriall)  Designed  Southern  Miss  Degree  Frames. 

For  more  information,  go  to  w\vw.<  spla  . 

or  call  800-422-4100. 


MBHK 


MBNA' 

Special  offer  lor  Southern  Miss  alumni  and  friends! 
Announcing  a  special  No-Annual-Fee  MasterCard* 
credit  card  now  conveniently  available  to  Southern  Miss 
Alumni.  Simply  call  (.8661  GET-MBNA  for  details  about 
the  costs  and  terms  of  this  offer  or  to  apply  for  the 
credit  card. 


SUMMER  : 
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SOUTHERN 


The  Nasty  Bunch 


In  1976,  a  particularly  talented  group  of  linebackers  anchored  head  football  Coach  Bobby  Collins'  defense  and 
were  dubbed  the  Nasty  Bunch.  The  moniker  remained,  as  did  Southern  Miss'  indomitable  defense. 


Because  it  is  the  name  for  Southern  Miss'  ferocious 
defense,  which  is  the  hallmark  of  Golden  Eagle  football. 
Because  the  name,  which  originated  in  1976,  still 
applies  today.  Because  the  term  is  also  the  teams  defen- 
sive cheer.  Because  the  cheer  is  used  each  time  the 


Golden  Eagles  holds  an  opposing  offense  on  third  down 
or  when  the  Nasty  Bunch  makes  a  significant  defensive 
play  which  is  often.  Because  nothing  shakes  The  Rock 
quite  like  thousands  of  fans  chanting,  "Nasty  Bunch! 
Nasty  Bunch!  Nasty!  Bunch!" 
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THE  TALON 


■^R  *jT aJ  I 


ULE 


SEPT.  13  MEMPHIS  6:00  P.M. 

Dedication  Weekend/Band  Day 

SEPT.  25  NEBRASKA  (ESPN)  6:30  P.M. 
OCT.  25  SOUTH  FLORIDA  2:00  P.M. 

Black  and  Gold  Day/Derrick  Nix  Day/Letterman's  Day 

NOV!  1  LOUSIANA-LAFAYETTE  2:00  PM. 

Homecoming 


NOV.15  TULANE  2:00  P. 

Youth  Day/FCA  Day 


NOV.  20  TCU  (ESPN)  6:30  P.M. 

Fan  Appreciation  Day/ADP  Day 


«H 


\ 


\ 


For  ticket  information:  601.266.5418  or  800.844.TICK  or  go  to  SouthernMiss.com 


FAMILY  FUN  PLAN 

SEASON  TICKETS  $225  (additional  child  $90)   SINGLE  GAME  $29*  (additional  child  S10) 
The  West  Rock  seating  for  one  adult  and  one  child  (under  14) 

EAST  ROCK  OPTION 

SEASON  TICKETS  $145  SINGLE  GAME  $25* 

The  East  Rock  seating  at  a  great  Southern  Miss  value 

EAGLE  VALUE  PACK 

SEASON  TICKETS  $135  SINGLE  GAME  $19* 

The  East  Rock  and  The  West  Rock  upper-deck  reserved  seating 

TOP  OF  THE  ROCK 

SEASON  TICKETS  (N/A)  SINGLE  GAME  $12* 
Economical  reserved  seating  single  game  options 

*Not  available  for  the  Nebraska  Game 


^e<zl  £&€<%€&,  lac. 


THE  NAME  YOU  KNOW    •    THE  EXPERIENCE  YOU  TRUST 


'  Jim  Gallaspy 
Property  Manager*  ^/N^ 


"THE  BEST  IN  THEIR 

1//  i         /jT/V        / 7         I         I      if      III 

Nationwide  Referrals       •  Rentals 
Property  Management      •  Commercial  ^ales 
Sales  *  Investment 


Contact  us  for  all  your  real  estate  needs,  or  for  referrals  to  other  destinations. 

1-888-584-8184 

3420  Hardy  Street,  Suite  2,  Hattiesburg,  MS  39402 
www.suegallaspy.com  •  email:  suegallaspya>netdoor.com  •  Fax:  601-261-9567 


SOUTHERN 
MISSISSIPPI 
•ALUMNI 


THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  SOUTHERN  MISSISSIPPI 

ALUMNI  ASSOCIATION 

Box  5013 

Hattiesburg,  MS  39406-5013 


PERIODICAL 


